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1. In luacheon coaversation with Political Counselor, -Baptcmbar 2, Nguyen
Van Kieu, General Thieu's brother, dlscussed slection prospects and planning
for the poat-election period.

2. Kleu thought that the Suu-Dan ticket would run shead of Huong~ Truyen,
followed by Ha Thuc Ky, Nguyen Hoa Hiep, and Truong Dinh Dsn, He ascribed
Suu's recent overtaking of Huong to support from seme major Buddhist elements,
including the An CQuang group, and to support in the countryside which he claimed
was the result of quiet word being passed by the Vist Cong. Kieu seemed
confident that his brother's ticket would win but he thought that Its psrcentage
would not be as large as perhaps had been earlier sxpocted,

3. Kleu said he had been busy keeplag In touch with various civilian lerder-
ship groups, particularly supporters of Huong and the Buddhists. He acknow-
ledged there was some possibility of troubles fomented by the extremist
Buddhlste after the glections, but he thought on balance this was unlikely. He
considered Thien Mlnh to be the leader of the hard core in this respact and
thought Tri Quang wase advocating & more moderate course amang the An Cuang
group. | ' ‘

4. Kieu launched immedlately into & discwsasion of plans for broad post-election
collaboration among the various groups competing In the Slection. He believed,
from his most recent talks with the Huong camp, that there was still.a poesibility
that Huong might accept the premiership in the event Thieu ls elected and
personally appeals to him to join in 2 "rew team. * Kleu suggested that 16 Huong
did not accept, Huong might propose to Thisu that Deputy Prime Minleter Mguyen
Lun Vien be appointed. Kelu sald that if this were done, it would be handled
publicly in such a way as to make clear that Vien was picked by Huong in order
to draw the maximam political support behind him. In Tesponse to Kleu's
question, Political Counselor agreed that Vien was a highly respected and
capable southerner who was accepted by many different elements and that
Huong's sponsorship would give him gréater strength as a representative of

the clvilian-southern element.

5. Kisu was confident that Thien and Ky would continue thelz collaboration and
said it was his brother's intention to creste a team at the top representing a
broad polltical base and capable of working effoctively together, " He agreed it
wag deairable that other civiilan elements be offared leading positions in the
government and mentlon was made of Phang Cuang Dan and Ha Thue Ky.

Kieu said that as an old Dai Vet who knew Ky extramaely well, he was doubtful
that genulne collaboratlon could be expected from him. He considered Ky a
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- also confirmed his lutention to make use of Gen aral Thang's talents,giviag him
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fanatical Dai Viet, interested largely in strengthening his own closely-knit
party organization. He agreed it was useful, howsver, to encourage such
groups to work wl th other elementa for the good of the country.

6. Looking ahead to the future operation of the govermment, Kleu sald he
porsonally favored setting up some "brain trust™ groups to consider the
formulation of policies and programs for the new government. He hoped that
such groups could zlso meet regularly and informally with selected American
colleagues to discuss their ideas at an early stage in order to encourage mutual
cooperation and eliminate possible milsunderstanding. Political Counselor sald
he thought this would be highly desirable, 3 R _

7. Kleu hoped that the government of Viet Nam, U.S. Govermment, Republic
of Korea and Republic of Cambodia could devalop closer collaboration in the
information fisld. He agreed that It was also important te improve government
of Viet Nam informatlon activities in other Asian and Enropean countries in
particular. Political Counselor suggested that one of the important programs
ta be given new life under the new government would be that of national
reconclliation, since an elacted and broadly representative government would
be in a position to glve meaning to this program. Kileu agreed,

8. Kieu sald that If the election went in favor of Ganeral Thisu, he {(Kleu)
planned to return to Talpel anly to close out his affairs and would roturn to
Salgon permanently. He sald he would maks s swing around Bangkok, Seoul,
and Tokyo before returning in order to talk with lesders and friends in those
places, as well as in Taipel. He spoke vaguely of assuming a role as personal
advisor to his brother. Kiou sald that Gensral Thieu was exhausted by the
strain of the last weeks and planned to go away election day for 2 or 3 days of
complete rest., .

3. Commuent: It continues to be difficnlt to evalusts dagree to which Kieu
in{luences his brother, but it appears at loast that he has been busy keeping

in touch with other civilian elements and seaking to preserve the possibllity
of peaceful collaboration after the elections. Hls comments regarding the
prospects for such collaboration and the sttitude of the An Quang Buddhlste
are undoubtedly optimistic. It seems probabla from hls and other comments
that Thleu, if elected, will seek to work for as broadly based a coalition as he
thinks feasible,

10. In separate conversation September 2 between Lansdale and Goneral Hieu,
latter sald he intended to follow paclfication very closely and personally. He

full responsibllity for raral forces and popular forces, as one of the major
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elements In pacification. Lansdale stressed importance of Thisu making

genuine effort to work closely and sincerely with Ky and others.
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