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TO STATE · NO 0 I STR I BUT I ON EXCE?T TO T'riOMAS I.. HUGHES • 

TO DIA • EXCI.US I VE FOR GENERAL CARROL_ • 

TO NMCC/MC • EXCLUSIVE FOR ARMY ACSI, GENERAL YAROOROUGH; • 

NAVY ON I, ADM I RALLF'I.UCKEY i 

A I R FORCE AF'C IN, GENERAL THOMAS 

TO NSA · EXCI.US I VE FOR GENERAL CARTER · 

SUMMARY. WRING THE PERIOD 3-8 AUGUST 1S16,?, MEMBERS OF' THE FIrTH RUSSELL 
TRIBUNAL INVESTIGATION TE;.M WERE EXCORTED TO CITIES IN THE VICINITY OF HANOI TO wmlESS 
T~E" 8CMB DAMAGE. AU. OF THEIR TRAVELING WAS CONE AT NIGur 'fS'( AUTOI>{)BILE. THE ROADS OVER 
WJ../ICJ-I TI-/ef TRAVELED WERE IN A BAD STATE OF' REPA IR AND '1'1 IItN'{ PLACES COULD NOT BE USED BY A 
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VEH I CLE LARGER TI-lAN A SMALL TRUCK. A VIETNAMESE OFFICIAL SAID TI-lAT ROADS IN TI-lE AREA 
SURROUNDING NAM DINH CITY WERE SO BAD THAT IT WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR 
SAM MISSILE TRANSPORTERS TO MJVE FROM PLACE TO PLACE. END OF SUMMARY. 

1. IN EAR~Y AUGUST SEVE~AL MEMBERS OF IHE FIFTH RUSSELL 

TRIBU,(A~ INVESTIGATION TEAM I,gERE TAKEN ON GUIDED TOURS OF BOMBED 

CITIES IN THE HANOI VICINITY. THE FIRST TRIP TOOK PLACE ON 3 AUGUST 
WHE;, THE TRIBUNAL MEMBERS WERE DRIVEN FROM HAMlOr TO !HE TOWN OF SON 

TAY ~OHTH wEST OF HANOI ON ROUTE llA. THEY WERE ACCOMPAINED ON THIS 
TRIP BY CC:"OtiE~ HA VAN LAU WHO HAD BE;::~ THE SENIOR NOR.!H VIETNAMESE· 
REPESENTATIVE AT THE RECEl.'T STOCKHOLM PEACE CONFERENCE. THE TRIP 

WAS r-iADE AT NIGHT. ABOUT 10 KILOMETERS FROtj HANOI THE GROUP PASSED 
TEl. SAM MISSILE TRANSPORTERS WITH MI5SILt:S WHICH WERE APPARENTLY 

STOPPED FOR REPAIRS TO THE T~ANSPORTERS. IN THE AREA FROM 11-20 

KILOMETERS FROM HANOI ON ROUTE llA THERE WERE NUMEROUS CONVENTIONAL 

AI-\A hS1ALLAT~::lNS NEAR THE ROAD. ABOUT 22 KILOMETERS FROM HANOI THE 

ROAD WAS BADLY CRATERED NEAR A DAM WHICH APPEARED TO BE INTACT. THE 

S:=::";P WAS TAKEN TO BAT LAI VILLIAGE, QUAi~G QAI DISTRleT, HA TriY 

.~" ~ 'J IivCE WHI CH THEY WERE TOLD HAD BEli:N SOMSED WITH CLUSTER BOMB UN ITS 
O.v 25 JULY AiVD 1 AUGUST. NINE PERSONS lIIE;tESAID TO HAVE BEEN KILl.ED 
111\;) 29 WOU,~DED. THE VILLAGE WAS QUITE Rl:l'lOTE AND HAD NO APPARENT 
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MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE. 

2. Oi~ TnE IUGHT OF S AUGUST THE GROUP WAS DiiIVEN FriOM HANOI TO 

NAM DINH CITY. THEY WERE ACCOMPANIED ON THIS THIP BY PHAM VAN 

BAC, WHO IS VICE PRESIDENT OF THE VIEniAMESE WAR CkIMES INVESTIGATIOtl 

TEM>: IN HANOI AND AI.SO A JUDGE IN THE CITY OF HANOI. THE ROAD 

a:::ni1::EI~ HM'OI AND NAto: Dli~r. WAS IN A VERY aAD STATE OF REPAIR 

BECAUSE OF s.oMa DM1AGE AND IN SOME PLACES IT WAS NECESSA~Y TO DR IVE 

BSSID£ TH':: FORMER ROADBED. THE GROUP SAW I"1EDlUM SIZED TRUCKS WHICH 

HAD 8ECOME STUCK TRYING TO rASS BOMB DM'jAGE ON SuME OF THE STEEP 

CURVES BESIDE THE FORMER ROADBED. THE ~OLLOWING MORNING PHAM VAN 

SAC DISCUSS~D ROAD CONDITIONS WITH THE TRIBUNAL GROUP AND SAID THAT 

THE i(OADS IN THE NAI"1 DINH AREA WERE IN Vr:HY BAD SHAPE AND THAT IT 

wAS BECOM:NG INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR ThE SAM MISSILE ThA~SPORTERS 

TO GET FROM PLACE TO PLACE. 

3. THE TRIBUNAL GROUP VISI-IED NAM DIi'l11 CITY ON 6 AUGUST. THEY 

WERt: TOLD THAT 35-40 PER CE~JT OF THE TOWN HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY BOMi-

1 NG AND TIi£ GROUP AGREED WITH THIS EST:MATE AFI£? OBSERVING T •• £ eI'I'Y. 

DESCRIBED !HE TOWN AS "EMPTY" AND /,3Wl#) 

SA!~ ALL LARGE HOUSES HAD EITHER BEE~ DESTROYED OR DAMAGED. THE 

R'::i'iAHllIvG INHABITANTS LOOKED TIRED AND DE?f(ESS'::D.) PHAM VAN BAC 

SAID THAT THE TOWN HAD A ?E;ACETIME POPULATION OF 93,000 au! DID NO! • 
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TEE '!RntmAI. 1.m:!~ FRIVATELY CONCLUDED ~~ CIVJ:LIlUi CASUALTIES WJ) NCIl :BE:l:N 

m:A VY IN NAM Dnm.) 

4. O~ ThE NIGHT OF 8 AUGUST THE GROUP, StILL ACCOMPANIED BY PHAM 

V';~ BAC. WAS DR IVEr~ FROM PhU L Y CITY TO NINH BINH CITY. tHE ROAD 

aETWE:EN 1:;E TWO C"ITIES CROS5£S TAAM SONGDA'f RIVER TWICE AND AT BOTH 

CROSSING3 THE BRIDGES HAD SEEt; BOMBED OUT AND PONTOON i3~IDGES WERE IN 

USE. AT THE FIRST CROSSING ABOUT 15 KILO~ETEkS FROM NINH BINH 

TriO: PONTOOil SRIDG::: WAS Twe LA~E AND TRAFFIC WEN! THROUGH WITH LITTLE 

DELAY. HOI-lEVER. THE PO~TOON BilIDGE AT T!!£ CRCSSrNG ABOUT 10. KILO-

I"IETERS FROM iHNH SINH WAS O1JE LANE AND REPRESENTED A CONSIDERABLE 

aOTTL£NECK. 

:5. [H?OUGHOUT THE PERIOD 3-8 AUGUST WHEl~ THE TRIBUNAL MEMBERS 

WE;':E TRAVELING BY CAR AT NIGHT THEY FREQUENTLY PASSED LABORERS 

WORKhG Oi~ THE ROADS. THEY WERE TOLD BY PHAM VAN BAC AND COLONEL 

riA VAN LAU THAT SPECIAL "SHOCK BRIGADES" HAD BEEN CREATED TO HANDLE 

ROAD DAMAGE. THESE BRIGADES ARE MADE UP OF PERSONS WHO LIVE 

I Ii THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF KEY ROADS AND THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO BE 

AV h !LA8LE FOR ROAD REPAIR WORK IMMEDIATELY AFTER A BOMBING ATTACK. 
II 
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