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SUMMARY. DURING THE PERIOD 3-8 AUGUST 1967, MEMBERS OF THE FIFTH RUSSELL
TRIBUNAL INVESTGATION TESM WERE EXCORTED TO CITIES IN THE VICINITY OF HANOI TO WITNESS
THE BOMB DAMAGE. ALL OF THEIR TRAVELING WAS DONE AT NIGHT SY AUTOMOBILE. THE ROADS OVER
WHICH THEY TRAVELED WERE [N A BAD STATE OF REPAIR AND IN MANY PLACES COULD NOT BE USED BY A
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VEHICLE LARGER THAN A SMALL TRUCK. A VIETNAMESE OFF ICIAL SAID THAT ROADS IN THE AREA }
SURROUNDING NAM DINH CITY WERE SO BAD THAT IT WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLYVDIFFICULT FOR
SAM MISSILE TRANSPORTERS TO MOVE FROM PLACE To PLACE. END OF SUMMARY,

l. IN EARLY AUGUST SEVZFAL MEMBERS OF THE FIFTH RUSSELL
TRIBUNAL INVESTIGATION TEAM WERE TAKEN ON GUIDED TOURS OF BOMBED

CITIES IN THE HANOI VICINITY. THE FIRST TRIP TOOK PLACE OW 3 AUGUST
WHEW& THE TdIBUNAL MEMBERS WERE DRIVER FROM HAMQI TO THE TOWN OF son
TAY nORTH WEST OF HANOI ON ROUTE llA. THEY WERE ACCOMPAINED ON THIS |
TRIP BY COLOSEL HA VAN LAU WHO HAD BEZN THE SENIOR NORIH VIETNAMESE |
REPREZSENTATIVE AT THE nzmmﬁ: STOCKHOLM PEACE CONFERENCE. THE TRIP
WAS MADE AT NIGHT. AB0UT 18 KILOMETERS FRO!: HANOI THE GROUP PASSED
TEw 5AM NISSILE TRANSPORTERS WITH MISSILES WHICK WERE APPARENTLY
STGPPED FOR REPAIRS TO THE TRANSPORTERS. 1IN THE AREA FROM 11-25
KILOMETERS FROM HANOI ON ROUTE l1A THERE WERE NUMERbUS CONVENTIONAL
ARA INSVALLATIONS NEAR THE ROAD. ABOUT 22 KILOMETERS FROM HANOI THE

k0AD WAS BADLY CRATERED NEAR A DAM WHICH APPEARED TO BE INTACT. THE
ELLCP WAS TAXKEN TO BAT LAI VILLIAGE, QUAKG QAL DISTRICT, HA TaY
~aACVINCE WHICH THEY WERE TOLD HAD BEZN BOMBED WITH CLUSTER BOMB UNITS
Ox 2§ JULY A&D 1 AUBUST. NINE PERSONS WEXE SAID TO MAVE BEEN KILLED
And 29 WOUWwDED., THE VILLAGE WAS QUITZ REMOTE AND HAD NO APPARENT
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MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE.
2. On THAE NIGHT OF 5 AUGUST THE GROUP WAS DAIVEN FrkOM HANOI TO

NAM DINK CITY. THEY WERE ACCOMPANIED ON THIS TRIP BY PHAM VAN
8AC, WHO IS VICE PRESIDENT OF THE VIETNAMESE WAR CKRIMES INVESTIGATION
TEAM IN HANOI AND ALSO A JUDGE IN THE CITY OF HANOI. THE KOAD
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ZTwZZN HANOI AND NAM DINE WAS IN A VERY BAD STATE OF REEAIR
BZCAUSE OF‘BDMB DANMAGE AND IN SOME PLACES IT WAS NECESSARY TO DRIVE
BEZZIDL THZ FORMER ROADBED. THE GROUP SAW MEDIUM SIZED TRUCKS WHICH
HAD BECONE STUCKX TRYING TO PASS BOMB DANAGE ON SUME OF THE STEEP
CURVES BESIDE THE FORMER ROADBED. THE FOLLOWING MORNING PHAM VAN
BAC DISCUSSED RCAD COMDITIONS WITH THE TRIBUNAL GROUP AND SAID THAT
THZ ROADS IN THE NAM DINH AREA WERE IN VERY BAD SHAPE AND THAT IT
WAL BECOMING INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR THE SAM MISSILE TKANSPORTERS
T0 GET FROM PLACE TO PLACE.

3. THE TRIBUNAL GROUP VISITED NAM DINh CITY ON 6 AUGUST. THEY
WERE TOLD THAT 35-40 PER CENT OF THE TOWN HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY BOMB-

ING AND THE GROUP AGREED WITH THIS ESTIMATE AFISRk OBSERVING TaE CITY. | |

I DEsCiIZED THE TOWN AS “EMPTY™ AND L3y |

SAID ALL LARGE HOUSES HAD EITHER BEEN DESTRCYED OR DAMAGED. THE
RZHAINIWG INHABITANTS LOOKED TIRED AND DZPRESSZD.) PHAM VAN BAC

SAID THAT THE TOWN HAD A PEACETIME POPULATION OF 93,0608 BUT DID NOT
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SAY VHEERE THE FORMIR INHABITANTS EAD BEEN RELOCAT=D. BAC SAID TEAT 106 RESIDENTS OF

Rax DINE HAD BEZEIN KILLED 3Y BOMBS IN 1965 AND 195G AFD THAT 3% HAD BIEN XIILED IN
1557. [N DCSPIIE VIETNAMESE CLATiS 10 TEE covrrary, [N 34 (v)

THR TRIBUNAL MRBERS PRIVATELY CONCLUDED TEAT CIVILIAN CASUALTTES EAD NOT BEZN i
EEAVY IN NAM DINE.)

4. Oi TRE NIGHT OF 8 aUGUST THE GROLP, STILL ACCOMPANIED BY PHAM
VAN BAC, WAS DRIVEN FROM PhU LY CITY TO NINK BINH CITY. THE ROAD
B=TWEEN TAE IWO CITIES CROSSZS TAAN SONG DAY RIVER TWICE AND AT BOTH
CROSSINGS THE BRIDGES HAD BEEL BOMBED OUT AND PONTOON BHRIDGES WERE IN
USz. AT THE FIRST CROSSING ABOUT 15 KILONETERS FROM NINH BINH
TAz PONTOGI: 3RIDGZ WAS TWC LANE AND TRAFFIC WENT THROUGH WITH LITILE
DELAY. HOWEVER, THE PONTOON BRIDGE AT THE CRCSSING ABOUT 1@ KILO-
METERS FROM WINH BINH WAS ONZ LANE AND XEPRESENTED A COMNSIDERABLE
B0TTLENECK.

5. [HROUGHOUT THE PERIOD 3-8 AUGUST WHEN THE TRIBUNAL MEMBERS
WERE TRAVELING BY CAR AT NIGHT THEY FREQUENTLY PASSED LABORERS
WORKING On THE ROADS. THEY WERE TOLD SY PHAM VAN BAC AND COLONEL
RA VAN LAU THAT SPECIAL "ShOCKX BRIGADES™ HAD BEEN CREATED. TO HANDLE
ROAD DAMAGE. THESE BRIGADES ARE MADE UP OF PERSONS WHO LIVE
Iw THE IMMEDIATE VICIMITY OF KEY ROADS AND THEY ARE SUPPOSED T0 BE

AVAILABLE FOR ROAD REPAIR WORK IMMEDIATELY AFTSR A BOMBING ATTACK.
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