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1. ON II AUGUST THE CAU LONG BIEN :BB:IDG& OCIlmECT:mG liAlIOI A1ID _ GIA LAM .AREA 

ACROSS TEE: BED R:tVER WAS :SO:.mED. THE BRIDGE CROSSES m mI.AIIID m BE RED RIVER AIm 

ABOtl'r FORTY METERS r:e THE :BRIDGE SURFACE :III!mIEIm TBE ISLAllD A1ID GIA LAM WAS COMPI.E'M.Y 

DESTROn:!) WEIIJ!! ANOT.BER 'l!BIRTI ME'mBS OF _ SIlRFACE WAS SEVBiIBLY !IilS:rJ!iD. T:!IERE.Am: 

13 SE':rS OF lIRIDGE nE:RS BE'lWElV THE ISLA.'m A1ID THE GIA LAM SIDB OF _ RIVER .AND TBE 

l'IERS ARE ALTERNATIVELY SINGLE, '.!!HEN DOtmIZ, '.I!ImJ SINGLE, ETC. C .... jUjNG FROM TBE 

ISLAND SIDE TOWABDS GIA LAM TBE TWO l'IERS m '.ID FOURTH LINE (C S SECOlID DOtmLE SET 

1.3(e 

OF l'IERS) WEREDESTROn:D BI THE :BOMI3lNG. ONE r:e TRE: 'l'IiO l'JEllS WAS CXlMPLETELY DESTROn:D 11m 

TEE: 0'l'EER IS VISI:BL'E ABOVE THE SURFACE OF THE WATER l!UT DOES P BACK 'mZ :BRIDGE. AS 

OF 22 AUGUST 1!BERE WAS :NO INDICATION ~ _ v:tETNAl£SE liAD JIAllS AJtt. m'ORT ~ BEPAIR . 
TBE :BRJDGE I!l'SEL1l' ALTHOucm WORKMEN liAD REl'LAClm THE lO"ilER .Am) w:v.cmm LINES CROSSING 

THE :BRJDGE 4'EICl1 liAD BEEN DESTROn:D WEEN THE lIIlIDGE WAS :BOMBED. 

2. SINCE II AUGUST TRAFFIC CROSSING THE RED :aJ:VER A'I! TBE lIRIDGE AAS BEEN 

!WlDLED BI 1",,0 OLD FERRY :BOATS, EACli TOWING A :sARGE-LIRE :BOHr. 1BSB l!"ERRIES CARRY 

PRIVATZ INDIVlDUAtS AS WELL AS VEHIcr:ES llP ~ Am) IlVCLUDIlVG HBDIllK SIZED TRUCKS. 

:BACKLOGS aIi' TRuex TRAFFIC aIi' AS MAN! AS 110 VE:S Ii:! =ES WERE cmsBRVED (II' lIOTH SIDES aIi' 

THE RIVER DURING '.rm! PERIOD lJ. - 22 AUGUS'I!, lII7.I! THE :BACXLOGS lIBVEB .Il'!'EARED ~ :EAVE 

BEACEED A BEAU.Y SEVERE STAGE .Am) tEtIAU;I DlSAPlEARED DtlRIlVG TBE DAY. _ FERRIES 

WERE :&:AVING SOME TRClUlIIE w.m:uvERING BCAlmE (J'I TEE: DlJi'FIc:m.Tr OF D:am BARGES AGAINST 

~ UVEa CUl'!REl'l'l!' 
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THEM I~ CROSSING. TWO OTHER OLD FERRY BOATS WERE TIED UP ALONG THE 

RIVER BANK BUT DID NOT APPEAR TO BE IN USE. SMALL CRAfT TRAFFIC 

ACROSS THE RIVER DID NOT NOTICEABLY INCREASE AFTER THE BRIDGE WAS CUT. 

3. SOURCE COM~lE!~T: ULTIMATE SOURCE WAS FRANKLY SURPRISED THAT NO 

A?PAR~NT EFFORT WAS MADE TO USE SMALL BOATS OR SAMPAN TYPE CRAFT TO 

TRANSPORT PEOPLE ACROSS THE RIVER. HE WAS ALSO SURPRISED THAT THERE 

DID NOr APPEAR TO BE ANY MAJOR BLOCKAGE OF TRUCK TRAFFIC. HE VISITED 

TH~ HANOI WATERFRONT ALMOST DAILY BETWEEN 11 AND 22 AUGUST AND DID 

l~O'T DETECT AI~Y SIGNS OF EFFORTS TO BUILD ALTERNATE MEANS OF CROSSING 

IkE RIVER, SUCH AS PONTOON BRIDGES. SEVERAL VIETNAMESE NOTED THAT THE 

RIVER IS ~UITE HIGH AT THIS TIME OF YEAR AND THAT IT WOULD BE 

DlFFICULT TO SUlLO AND MAINTAIN A PONTOON BRIDGE. 

4. FIELD DISSEM: NONE 
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