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OFFICIAL NORTH VIETNAMESE BRIEJ"ING FtIR f.'OREIGNERS elf f«)RTH VIETNAM'S DIKE 
SYSTE/A AND ALLEGED AMERICAI'{ AIR ATTACKS AGAINST n£ DIKES 

fIEU) NO. 

TO STATE : NO OlSTRI8UTION EXCEPT TO THOMkS I.. HUGHES 
TO OIA • EXCLUSI VE f'OR GENERAL CARROLL. • 

TO NMCC/Me · EXCLUSIVE FOR ARMY AeSl, GENERAL YAREOROUGHj • 

NAVY ON I, ADM (RAJ. FWCKEY j 

AIR f'ORCE AfCIN, GENERAL THOMAS 
TO NSA . EXCLUS I VE FOR GENERAL CARTER • 

SUMMARY. ON 5 AUGUST 1967 PHAM MY. THE NOR11i VIEl1WIES£ VICE MINISTER OF 

1.3(a)(4} 

1.3(a}(4} 

HYD1iOLOGY) OESeR I SED THE OEVEI.OPMENT 01" THE NORTIi V\E!NAMESE DIKE SYSTEM TO tHE MEMBERS 0, A V!SITING FOREIGN D!::LEGATION. MY CHARGED THAT »!£RICAN AIRCRAfT IlAVE BE£lI s.YSTEWoTlCALL.Y.3(a)(4) 
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6:iMEiiNG ThE DIKES rOR AOOST M YEARS. HE WIMED ntE VIETNAMESE HAVE DEVELOPED A SYSTEM 

fOR RAP !DI..Y REPJ.IRWG TIl:: DIKES AND ARE BJILDING PARALLEL DIKES IN KEY AREAS IN PREPARATION 

FOR INCRfASED AMERICAN ATTACKS ON EXISTING DIKES. 

1. ON 5 AUGUST THE NORnt VIETNAMESE VICE MINISTER OF' HYDROLOGY. PHAM MY, BRIEFED A 

'lISITING FOREIGN DELEGATION ON ntE NORnt VIETNAM DIKE:n'ST£M. MY SUPPORTED HIS BRIEFING 

101111-1 CHARTs AND PHOTOGRAPHS AND WAS roTH CONVINCING AND OBVIOUSLY VERY SERIOUS THROUGHOUT 

THE r.'.E~Ii~G. fo!E BEGAN HIS TALK WITH A SHDRT BRIEFING ON THE HISTORICAl.. DEVELOPMENT Of ntE 

NOR1H VIETNA~1ESE DIKE SYSTEM. NOTING ntAT PRIOR TO ntE MID-195~ IT WAS NOT UNUSUAl.. fOR 

RICE GROWING AREAS Of THE RED RIVER DELTA TO BE INUNDATED fOR PERIOD Of UP TO THREE YEARS. 

n-tE' ~R-rn VIETNAM!SE AGRARIAN REFORM PROGRAM BEGAN IN ntE MID-1950S AND ntE PRESENT DIKE 

SYSTEM CEVEl..OPED Ai THE SAME TIME. ntE DaTA AREA AND THE SURROUNDING PLAIN WHERE ntE DIKE 

SYSTEM IS CONCENTRATED NOvI CONTAINS NINE MILLION PEOPLE AND ntE POPULATION DENSITY VARIES 

F~ 600 10 1500 PER SQUARE KILOMETER. EIGHTY PERCENT Of ntE RICE GROWING AREA IN NORnt 

VIETlJAM IS NC1N ARTIFICIALLY IRRIGATED AND '\'HIS IS POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF ntE DIKE SYSTEM. ntE 

NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE WELL AWARE OF ntE VULNERABILITY or ntE DIKES TO AIR ATTACK AND ARE 

MilKING< AN EFFORT TO INSURE ntAT THE SYSTEM WILL BE SECURE AGAINST SUCH ATTACK. ntE 

~f'ERlCANS HAVE BEEN 60MBING ntE DIKES FOR ntE PAST '\V.'O YEARS AND THE CURRENT VIETNAMESE 

weRT IS:: FOR REPAIRING DAMAGED DIKES HAS O£VELOPED AS A RESULT OF ntiS 6OMBING. THE 

VIf:TNAMESE HAVE INSTITUTED A SYSTEM WHE.=lEB'f REPAIR MATERIALS AND LA60R BRIGADES ARE 
5 5 
" AVAILA8!..E It-t4EDIATEI..Y IN MANY KEY AREAS. THEY ARE 1liUS ABLE to BEGIN REPAIRING THE 4 
i 3 
: DikE'S AU-DST AS SOON AS THE AIRCRAFT LEAVE THE SCENE. ntEY HAVE ALSO STARTED 2 
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CONSTRUCTION Of S/>'ALLER DIKES PARALLEL TO KEY DIKES arr ON HIGHER GROUND SO THAT ANY MA..oR 

OOt~B DAMAGE TO KEY DIKES WILL AFfECT ONLY A SMALL AREA AS THE WATER RELEASED WILL AGAIN BE 

CONTA INED WHEN IT REACHES THE LEVEL Of THE PARALLEL DIKE. 

2. MY CLAIMED THAT THERE WERE 55 AMERICAN AIR ATTACKS SPECIf'lCALLY AGAINST DIKES IN 

~966 .AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN 36 SUCH ATTACKS SO FAR It! 1967. THESE ATTACKS HAVE BEEN 

DIRECTED PRIMARILY AGAINST THE REGIONS NEAR THE TRA LY RIVER IN THAI BINH PROVINCE AND THE 

NINH CO RIVER IN NAM HAN PROVINCE. OOI·lBS OF UP TO 3,000 I'QUNDS HAVE BEEN USED IN THESE 

ATTACKS. MY EXHIBITED TO THE GROUP BEFORE AND AFTER PHOTOGRAPHS WHICH HE. SAID SHawED 

CERTAIN DIKES DAMAGED BY ~Mas AND mE SAME DIKES AFTER THEY HAD BEEN REPAIRED. 

3 . ••••• COMMENT. THE NJRTH VIETNAMESE BRIEFIN" WAS PROBABLY A PART OF AN 

EFFORT TO CmlvHIc.:: VISITORS THAT mE UNITED STATES WAS CONWCTING A PROGRAM TO DESTROY 

NORTH VieTNAt4 CIKES. NEVERTHELESS, THE INDIVIDUAL WHO ATTENDED mE BRIEFING WAS CONVINCED 

THE NORTH VI ETNAt~SE WERE GREATLY CONCERNED OVER THE POSSIBILITY OF A CONCERTED AMERICAN 

AIR ATT:.CX AGA INST THE DIKE SYSTEM, PARTlaJLARLY WRING THE COMING HIGH WATER SEASON. 
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4. ·NO FIELD DISSEM. 

;.DVPNC COPIES SENT ELECTRICALLY TO STATE' DIA NMCC. AND NSA 

5 
4 
S 
2 
1 
1.3(a)(4) 

COPY LBJ lIll R,\'I{ Y 
------_._--_. ----_._---------_ .... _._._._--_.,---,- ----_. 




