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i ' Monday, September 1, 1967 <~ 8:25 a. m.
Mr. President: | | |

Herewith the pros and cons of attacks on the port of Halphong aud the four
airflelds (Phuc Yen, MIG base; Cat BI, MIG capable; Mac Bal, sir defense
centor; j,_,%’ MIG capable and transpert). - : o e

Agaiast bombing port of Haiphong:
-- Difficult to avold hitting Soviet and ether ships.

-- Alternative offloading facilitles avallable with inconvenlence, olthor
across the beaches ox at other smaliar ports, '

~= Weather prospeets make it .'llhuly thut M could only he intermittent
and, therefore, clesing of the Halphong port by borobing may not be possible
unlesa Accompanied by Intensive mining of harbor approaches.

-~ ‘Bambing debate would intensify, both here and abroad, as risks of

confrontation with Sovist Unlon and Communist China intressed or wers judged
to hava increased. : : : . § '

=~ Heavy civillan casualtios pruhably'ﬁlnldabh.
Pro: | |

=+« DBombing of North Viet Nam huhcuuad sormally Iarge dependence
on imports for both miltary and civilian purposes, notably food Inports;

-~ Haiphong warohouses probably contaln substantial stocks of i:n.mtarf
and wivillan goods. , B

== Effective bombing of Halphong may bring Hanet slose to mecesaity for
decikion on ending the way -~ or asking USSR and Cemmusist Ching radically
to enlarge war under circumastances whers & pasitive Teaponse from Moscow
and Pelping ls not foregone conclusion, given state of war in the Bouth and
difficulties of intervening effactively in the South, . -
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Alrflelds:
Pro;

-- Would reduce not merely MIG attacks on our alreraft but free attacking

slrcraft from anxlety and diverslon, Increased bambing accuracy, reduce number

of jettisoned bombs and improve pllot morale.

~- Although remaialng MIGS may opsrate from CHICOM bases thereafter,
thelr effectiveness would be reduced because of their short range,

== Little civillan damage and few, if any, casualties.

--= Little or no increase in public controversy cver bombing in U.S. or
abroad.

Against:

== Attacks are not essential: direct and indirect effacts of MIGs are
not a vital factor.

-~ Dispersal of MIGs on alrflelds, revetments, etc. make It poasible
that st¥ictly military cost benefit ratio of attacks unfavorable: alrcraft and
pilot losses may outweigh direct and Indirect military gains,

«- Posalble shifting of aircraft to CHICOM bases would ralse issue of
sanctuary and increased pressure for airfield sttacks inside Communist China.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:zln

COPY LBJ LIBRARY






