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eN 3354 
SE!pt 14, 1967 

2 :5,4 p.m. 
DECLASSIFIED 

ItO. WS6. Sec. 3.4 
.m}, 'N-'?" ' fROM KISSINGER 

By q . NARA. Date 'P':,I"'-,$1 , , 
M SAW BO AT· 1200 PARIS TIME. BO ASKED HIM WHETHER HE HAD BROUGHT. THE MESSAGE. AS INSTRUCTED BY ME M. SAID THAT I HAD ASKED FOR , GUIDANCE FRO~l WASHINGTON ABOUT WHETHER THE MESSAGE COULD BE TRANSMITTED THROUGH THE A-M CHANNEL. (NOTE: I DID THIS TO GAIN iTIMEAND TO SEE WHETHER DELAY MIGHT NOT PRODUCE A PERSONAL '·'Cj;,,'TlNG.) BO ASKED WHETHER M. WAS SURE THERE WAS A MESSAGE. M. SAID HE WAS CERTAiN THAT A MtSSAGE EXISTED AND THAT I WOULD RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS SOON. 

I , 
, . 
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.M. THEN HANDED BOTHE MESSAGE FROM PARIS 3242 IN A SEALED ENVELOPE CONTAINING AN ENGLISH AND FRENCH TEXT. BO PLACED THIS ENVELOPE UNOPENED ON THE TABLE AND SAID HE WOULD STUDY IT LATER. M. THEN READ.T~ BO FROM. HIS HANDWRITTEN NOTES CONTAINING BOTH "OFFICIAL" AND "PERSONAL" EXPLANATION AS REPORTED. WHEN HE HAD CONCLUDE~ BO ASKED WHETHER HE COULD SEE THEM. M. POINTED OUT THAT THEY WERE ROUGH NOTES AND NOT PUT IN VERY ELEGANT FRENCH. BO' REPLIED THA'T HE WOULD LIJ(E TO STUDY THEM AND WOULD RETURN THEM IN' THE MORNING. THIS MEANS THAT BO HAS A TYPED TEXT AND SOME VERY' ROUGHT NOTES IN M'S HANDWRITING CONTAINING A COMMENTARY; (TO COMPLETE THE RECORD I SHALL SEND THE FRENCH TEXT OF. M'S NOTES . AS THEY WERE WHEN HE LEFT ME BY SEPTEL.) M. THEN MENTIONED THAT AT SOME POINT THE ELYSEE WOULD HAVE TO BE INFOR~~:. BO REPLIED "THE FEWER PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT THIS THE BETTER." WHEN M. LEFT HE ~ SAID THAT HE HOPED BO AND I WOULD BE IN DIRECT CONTACT SOON SO ~ .. THAT M. COULD RETURN TO HIS LABORATORY AND HIS FAMILY. eo REPLIED, "IF THE. PRESENT EXCHANGE LEADS TO PEACE, I HOPE YOU WILL CONSIDER YOUR TIMEWELL SPENt~. M.WAS STRUCK BY IHE FACT THAT BO NEVER SPOKE OF REFERRING MATTE~S TO HANOI. FROM THIS HE ,", 
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PAGE 3 RUF~CR 3383.T 9 P S E 9 RET CONCLUDES 7HAT 80 MAY HAVE ALREADY RECtIVED DISCRETIONARY AUTHORITY TO SEE ME. 

I ALSO TALKED TO A. HE CANNOT GET HERE BEFORE TOMORROW EVENING. I HAVE ASKED HHl roo STAY UNTIL MY DEPARTURE (SEPTEMBER 21 OR 22). 
RECO~lMENDATION: (I) .r SUGGEST li1E HOLD UP DELIVERY' OF THE MESSAGE UNTIL SATURDAY'MORNING~ A. WOULD BE BACK BY THEN. BO'S CURIOSITY ABOUT THE MESSAGE MAY PRODUCE A PERSONAL MEETING. IN ANY EVENT WE HAVE PASSED NOTES ON TWO SUCCESSIVE DATES AND A DAY'S INTERVAL WILL AVOID AN IMPRESSION OF ANXIETY. 

I HAVE, IN ANY CASE, SET A ~lEETINGWITH M FOR 10:00 FRIDAY PARIS TIME. IF YOU AP~ROVE OF THIS .COURSE, I SHALL TELL HIM THAT I AM STILL WITHOUT .INSTRUCTIONS, BUT THAT I HAVE DEFINITELY BEEN PROMISED THEM. BY THt END OF THE DAY. IF YOU DISAGREE, I SAHLL HAND HIM THE MESSAGE IN ENGLISH AND FRENCH IN A SEALED. ENVELOPE. 
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FROM KISSINGER .. 

,'" 

I SAW M. fOR TWO HOURS TODAY. BECAUSE Of BO'S SUGGESTIONS REPORTED IN PARIS 3233, I PROPOSE TO ADOpi THE FOLLOWING PRO­CED URE: . 
(I) fOR EACH MEETING WITH BO I SHALL HAND 1'1 (AND A. WHEN HE ARRIVES) A SEALED ENVELOPE CONTAINING AN UNSIGNED STATEMENT ON PLA I N PAPER. I DO NOT· TELL THE .CONTENTS Of TH IS ENVELOPE TO' A & M. (2) I S~AlL THEN MAKE TWO SETS Of COMMENTS: PERSONAL AND OfFICIAL. I SHALL ASK M. TO TRANSCRIBE THESE IN HIS OWN HAND­WRITING, TRANSLATE THEM INTO FRENCH AND READ THEM BACK TO ME. BO CAN USE THE SAME PROCEDWRE IN REPLY. THIS IS TIME-CONSUMING, BUT IT HAS THE ADVANTAGE 7HAT IT REDUCES A&M'S ROLE IN EffECT TO THAT OF MESSENGERS _ND BRINGS ABOUT A "DIALOGUE" BETWEEN BO AND TI-IE: UNITED STAES GOVERNMENT BASED ON WRITTEN COI1MUNICATIONS • • 

PAGE 2 RUFNCR".3.329 T 0 .- ;;) !!: e lI: E T I M RELUCTANT TO pur EXPLANATIONS IN WRITING LEST IT CREATE CO NFUS IO.i DELIBERATE OR UN INTENTIONAL. 

. . 

AS APPLIED TO TDDAY'S DISCUSSION, I HANDED M A SEALED ENVELOPE CONTAINING THe: n:y:c REPORTED IN PARIS .3257 (IN ENGLISH AND . fRENCH). I TriEW NADE THE fOLLOW ING "OffICIAL" COMMENT: "THE ENCLOSED PAPER CONTAINS WASHINGTON'S VIEW ABOUT THE SIGNI­FICANCE OF THE RESTRAINT IN THE HANOI AREA AND THE UNCONDITIONAL' tJAT URE Of OUR MESSAGE Of A UGUST 2~."· IADDDED THE fOLLOW ING "PERSONAL" CONMENT: "THE ENCLOSED DECLARATION IN MY JUDGMENT 22ASES THE POSSIBILITY Of ANY CHARGE THAT WE ARE PROCEEDING BY ill. T H1AT U~l. • 

" I THEN SA ID: " I HAVE REPORTED TO WASH INGTON"S M' S COMMENT .4BOUT THE DIffICULTY Of CONDUCTING DI~CUSSIONS IN THE FACE Of ESCALATION AND BO'S REMARK ABOUT ~HE PROXIMITY OF THE RAIDS OF SEPTEMBER 11 TO THE. CENTER OF HAIPHONE." I GAVE THE FOLLOW1NG . '.. 
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"0 fF IC IAL "REPL Y: 
"WASHINGTON nOES NOT CONSIDER THE ATTACKS OF 11 ~EPTEMBER AS 
ESCALAT ION. THE .. ATTACKS CLOSEST TO THE. CENTER OF HAIPHONG 
WAS Ifl AN AREA THAT HAD BEEN ATTACKED THREE TIMES PREVIOUSLY, 
~jOST RECENTLY ON JUNE 26. MR. KISSINGER IS PREPARED TO GIVE 

PAGS'3 RUFNCR 3329 5; 9 P 6 g Q RET. 
~;ORE DETAILED CLAR,IFICATIONS." I ADDED THE FOLLOWING "PERSONAl." . 
CO~Jr'jENT: (A) "SO SHOUl.D REMEMBER THAT THE NUMBER OF OFFICIALS 
AWARE OF THE CURRENT EXCHANGE OF VIEWS IS VERY SMAl.L •. THIS MAKES 
IT VERY DIFFICUl.T TO REVERSE DECISIONS TAKEN PRIOR REPEAT P'RIOR 
TO THE DECISION TO StND THE MESSAGE OF AUGUST 25 AND MAINTAIN . 
SECRECY. (B) IT SEEMS MORE USEFUl. TO SEtK A SOLUTION TO THE 

'PRESENT SITUATION THAN TO DEBATE ABOUT HOW WE GET THERE. HANOI 
, SHOUl.D REMEMBER THAT THE U.S. MESSAGE OF AUGUST 25 OFFERED TO 

END THE BOMBING AND ALl. OTHER ACTS OF WAR AGAINST THE DHV 
IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS. 
:,OT TO INVOl.VE CO~D l7,IOHS 'BUT WHIGH RATHER: HEPEAT STATEMENTS 
~lADE BY HANOI. ,IF 80 WANTS Cl.ARIFICATION, I STAND READY TO GIVE 

I THEN GAVE ~. THE FOl.l.OWING CONCl.UDING "PERSONAL" COMMENT: 
"THE PRESEN" EXCHAtjGES CAN J;lE USHUL IF THEY ENABLE BOTH ~DES . 
TO GAIN A CLEARER UNDERSTAND'ING OF THE ISSUI~S BEFORE THEM.. ' .. , 
I MUST POINT OUT, HowEVER, TH! CONCERN EXPRESSED TO 'ME BY HIGH 
OFFICIAl.S IN WASHINGTON THAT TOO OFTEN THESE COMMUNICATION$ 
ARE ONE-WAY STREETS." , 

M. TOOK ALl. THIS no \\' N • READ IT BACK TO ME AND PROMISED 
IT TO 30 WITHOLJ'r PERSONAl. EXP~ANATIONS. HE THEN CAl.l.ED 
RECEIVED AN IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT FOR 1200 f'ARIS TIME. 
MEET M. AT HISl.A30RATORY AT 1300. . 

A IS RETURNING l.ATE TONIGHT OR EARl.Y TOMORROW. 
GP-I. BOHl.EN 
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SPECULATION ON DRV-U.S. TALKS 

P;;RIS AFP IN ENGLISH 1639 Gr1T 14 SEP 67 E . 

(BY BERNARD-JOSEPH CAB;;NES) 

<TEXT) HAI'lOI--TALKS BEHEEN HANOI AND WASHINGTON COULD BEGIN 
THREE OR FOUR 'IIEEKS ArTER THE AMERICANS STOPPED AIR AND NAVAL 
SO"lBING Or NORTH VIETNAt1, ACCORDING TO INDICATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
fROt'l RELIABLE SOURCES HERE TODAY. ,1.1, SPEECH BY PRHlE rUN ISTER PHAM 
W.N DO~!G ON LAST 30 AUGUST CONTAINED AN ESSENTIAL PHRASE ON THE 
POSSIBILITY OF PEACE TALKS WHICH READS AS FOLLOWS: IF THE u.s. 
SIDE REALLY DESIRES CONVERSAT IONS, IT SHOULD FIRST UNCONDIT IONALL Y 
CE,~SE THE Bm-lBINGS AND EVERY OTHER ACT OF WAR AGAINST THE DRV. 

ONE TH ING IS TO BE NOTED: TH!'; ~10RD PERMANENTLY, WHICH \-IAS AUJAYS 
USED IN HANOI'S STATENENTS ON THE 1o!ECESSITY FOR THE UNITED .STATES 
TO \HTHDRAt1 ITS TROOPS AND STOP THE BOMB INGS, DOES NOT FIGURE IN 
THIS PHRASE. IT DOES APPEAR IN OTHER PARAGRAPHS OF' THE SAME SPEECH, 
BUT NOT IN THIS PHRASE, vlHICH DEALS SOLELY WITH THE POSSIBILITY 
OJ< TALKS BEnJEEN HANOI AND WASHINGTON. 

ONE COULD ARG UE THAT PHAt1 VAN DONG'S EXPRESSION EVIDENTLY IMPLIES 
THERE CAN 8£ NO CONDITIONS AS TO THE DURATION FOH THE CESSATION 
Or THE BO'1BINGS. HOI,vEVER, SUCH AS IT IS, THE PHRASE LOSES ITS ASPECT 
OF' MI ULTHIATUt-I AND BEcor1ES ,·10RE CO!~CILIATORY IN THE LIGHT OF 
EXPLANATIONS FRor1 RELIABLE SOURCES. 

ImAT THE NORTH VIETN,:,~:ESE GOVERN:·1ENT ASKS THE U.S. GOVERNt1ENT 
TO DO IS, BRIEFLY, TO STOP BO,f,BING 'I1ITHOUT POSING CONDITIONS, IN 
OTHER \WRDS, WITHOUT SAYING IT WILL DO SO ONLY FOR SUCH .AND SUCH 
A LAPSE OF TU1E A~JD tHTHOUT PROCLAIMING THAT DURING THE PAUSE 
IT ':JILL SEND OBSERVATION PLM1ES WTO THE NORTH VIETNA11ESE SKY. 
NO PUBLIC STATnlENT, NO OFFICIAL mJDERTAKING IS DEI1ANDED OF THE 
UNITED STATES, FOR, HI THE NORTH 'JlETc'IM!ESE VIEIoJ, CEASING l-JARLIKE 

. 'If,,-I!--

ACTS AGAIllST THEIR COU:.JTRY, PUREL';' AND SH-!PLY WITHOUT SAYING ANYTHING, 
WITHOUT MAKING CONDITIONS, IS EQUIV~LENT TO CEASING THEM UNCONDITIONALLY. 

':IHEN THIS FIRST STEP HAS 3EE~, TAi(EN, IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT IF, 
THREE OR FOUR ':IEEKS AFTER THE aEGP-F'ING OF THIS CESSATION Of BOMBING, 
HP.SHWGTON QUESTIONS HANO I THROUGH ONE CHANNEL OR ANOTHER ON THE 
OUTCO:~E TO TH IS CESS AT ION ,1.1, REPLY \~OULD BEG IVEN TO THIS QUERY. 
AND TO REPLY TO A QUESTJON IS ALREADY TO BEGIN A CONVERSATION, 
THE SOURCES SAID • 

. IN THIS LIGHT, ABSE'1CE QUHE ~JORD PERNANENT.hJ, TAKES ON ITS 
FULL ~lEAtnNG: ~! ITH A V IE"J "TO PO SSIBLE CONVERSATIONS, THE UN !TED 
STATES IS 'lOT ASKED TO S-j0P THE BO~IBINGS fOREVER BUT TO STOP THEM 
WITHOUT POSING CONDITIONSS. 

~!ORTH VIETNM,ESE POLITICAL CIRCLES STRESS THAT A CESSATION OF 
THE '30:':3 ING TO PAVE THE ":JAY FOR TALKS IS, FINALLY, ONLY AN ELEr1ENTARY 
P2E2EQUISITE WHICH HAS SEEN RECOG~IZED AS INDISPENSABLE BY WORLD 
nG;J2ES LIKE GE'IERAL DE SAULLE, BY INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITIES LIKE 
!,H'! S:C2ETARY GP,ERAL U THANT, AND BY LARGE SECTIONS C - PEOPLES 

. ALLED TO THE UNITED STATES, SUCH AS THE BRITISH. 

TO START CONVERS,;TIO:,jS lHTH AMERICA, NORTH VIETNAtol CANNOT GIVE 
',J.~Y ::0 THE 3LACKNAIL OF 30~ms, THE SA~IE SOURCES ADD. IT CANNOT 
~.D;"I; THAT IT IS BEATEN BY THESE B01o13S, fOR, fIRST, IT IS NOT TRUE 
A'lO, 8EC:01,D, IT HOULD BE TANTAMOUNT TO ADMITTING THAT IT (WOR'~S 
~:::::::STT;~7)., __ ~~_T~.~~!.'2R! .. ~~ .. T~~_\~~R_!N NORTH VIETNAM, tmEREA.i copy LBJ LHlRA'!{Y 
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