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- M SAW BO AT 12680 -PARIS TIME. BO ASKED HIM WHETHER HE HAD BROUGHT.
THE MESSAGE. AS INSTRUCTED BY ME M, SAID THAT 1 HAD ASKED FOR '
. GUIDANCE FROM WASHINGTON ABOUT WHETHER THE MESSAGE COULD BE
- TRANSMITTED THROUGH THE A-M CHANNEL. (NOTE: I DID THIS TO GAIN )
. TIME AND TO SEE WHETHER DELAY MIGHT NOT PRODUCE A PERSONAL e e e

LM TING.) BO ASKED WHETHER Mo WAS SURE THERE WAS A MESSAGE.

. M. SAID HE WAS CERTAIN THAT A MESSAGE EXISTED AND THAT I WOULD
' RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS SOOW., S '
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M. THEN HANDED BO THE MESSAGE FROM PARIS 5242 IN A SEALED ' '
ENVELOPE CONTAINING AN ENGLISH AND FRENCH TEXT. BO PLACED THIS T

. ENVELOPE UNOPENED ON THE TABLE AND SAID HE WOULD STuDY IT LATER.

- Me THEN READ ,TQ. BO FROM HIS HANDWRITTEN NOTES CONTAINING BOTH
"OFFICIAL™ AND "PERSONAL"™ EXPLANATION AS REPORTED, WHEN HE HAD
CONCLUDEP BO ASKED WHETHER HE COULD SEE THEM. M. POINTED OUT
THAT THEY WERE ROUGH NOTES AND NOT PUT IN VERY ELEGANT FRENCH., BO: b

AT SOME POINT THE ELYSEE WOULD HAVE TO BE INFORMN:Z . BO. REPLIED
~THE FEWER PEOPLE-KNOW ABOUT THIS THE BETTER . WHEN M. LEFT HE
"y ¢ SRID THAT HE HOPED BO_AND I WOULD BE IN DIREGT CONTACT SOON SO
1 k" -THAT M. COULD RETURN TO HIS LABORATORY AND HIS FAMILY, BD -
~ REPLIED, "IF THE, PRESENT EXCHANGE LEADS To PEACE, I HOFE YOU
WILL CONSIDER YOUR TIME WELL SPENT™, M. WAS STRUGK BY THE FACT
THAT BO NEVER SPOKE OF REFERRING MATTERS TO HANOI. FROM THIS HE
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CONCLUDES 'THAT BO MAY HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED DISCRET IONAR
AUTHORITY TO SEE ME. ‘ o \

I ALSO TALKED TO A. HE CANNOT GET HERE BEFORE TOMORROW EVENING.
1 HAVE ASKED HIM TO'STAY UNTIL MY DEPARTURE (SEPTEMBER 2! OR 22).

RECOMMENDATION: (1) I SUGGEST WE HOLDlUP DELIVERY' OF THE MESSAGE
UNTIL SATURDAY' MORNING. A. WOULD BE BACK BY THEN. BO'S CURIOSITY
ABOUT THE MESSAGE MAY PRODUGCE A PERSONAL MEETING. IN ANY EVENT

WE HAVE PASSED NOTES ON TwO SUCCESSIVE DATES AND A DAY'S INTERVAL
- WILL AVOID AN IMPRESSION OF ANXIETY. ‘ '

1 HAVE, IN ANY CASE, SET A MEETING WITH M FOR 10:08 FRIDAY .
PARIS TIME. IF YOU APPROVE OF THIS COURSE, I SHALL TELL HIM THAT .

I A STILL WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS, BUT THAT I HAVE DEFINITELY * .
BEEN PROMISED THEM.BY.THE END OF THE DAY. IF YOU DISAGREE, I . . .
SAHLL HAND HIM THE MESSAGE IN ENGLISH AND FRENCH IN A SEALED. .
ENVELOPE. - /.77 7 _ S B
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FROM KISSINGER ',

1 5AW M. FOR TWO HOURS TODAY., BECAUSE OF BO*S SUGGESTIONS

REPORTED IN PARIS 5288, I PROPOSE TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PRO=-

CEDURE : o : '

(1) FOR EACH MEETING WITH BO [ SHALL HAND M (AND A. WHEN HE

ARRIVES) A SEALED ENVELOPE CONTAINING AN UNSIGNED STATEMENT ON

PLAIN PAPER. I DO NOT.TELL THE CONTENTS OF THIS ENVELOPE TO

A & M. (2) I SHALL THEN MAKE TWO SETS OF COMMENTS: PERSONAL AND .
OFFICIAL. I SHALL ASK M. TO TRANSCRIBE THESE IN HIS OWN HAND= ‘
WRITING, TRANSLATE THEM INTO FRENCH AND READ THEM BACK TO ME. ’
BO CAN USE THE SAME PROCEDURE IN REPLY., THIS IS TIME-CONSUMING,. :
BUT IT HAS THE ADVANTAGE THAT IT REDUCES A&M®S ROLE IN EFFECT

TO THAT OF MESSENGERS AND BRINGS ABOUT A "DIALOGUE" BETWEEN

BO AND THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT BASED ON WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS,
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I AN RELUCTANT TO PUT EXPLANATIONS IN WRITING LEST IT CREATE
CONFUSION DELIBERATE OR UNINTENTIONAL., : -,

AS APPLIZD TO TODAY'S DISCUSSION, I HANDED M A SEALED ENVELOPE
CONTAINING THZ TEXY REPORTED 1IN PARIS 3257 (IN ENGLISH AND
FRENCH). I THEN MaADE THE FOLLOWING "OFFICIAL™ COMMENT: _
"THE ENCLOSED PAPER CONTAINS WASHINGTON'S VIEW ABOUT THE SIGNI- '
FICANCE OF THE RESTRAINT IN THE HANOI AREA AND THE UNCONDIT IONAL -
NATURE OF OUR MESSAGE OF AUGUST 25" . IADDDED THE FOLLOWING '
"PERSONAL™ COMMENT: "THE ENCLOSED DECLARATION IN MY JUDGMENT
~¥ASES THE POSSIBILITY OF ANY CHARGE THAT WE ARE PROCEEDING BY
ULTIMATUM, ERY -

I THEN SAID: " I HAVE REPORTED TO WASHINGTON®S M*S COMMENT ,
4BOUT THE DIFFICULTY OF CONDUCTING DISCUSSIONS IN THE FACE OF -
ESCALATION AND BO'S REMARK ABOUT TTHE PROXIMITY OF THE RAIDS OF
SEPTEMBER 11 TO THE CENTER OF HAIPHONE.™ I GAVE THE FOLLOWING
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"OFFICIAL"REPLY: ‘ ' . -

"WASHINGTON DOES NOT CONSIDER THE ATTACKS OF 11 SEPTEMBER AS ;
ESCALATION. THE.ATTACKS CLOSEST TO THE .CENTER OF HAIPHONG |
WAS IN AN AREA THAT HAD BEEN ATTACKED THREE TIMES PREVIOUSLY, . f
ti0ST RECENTLY ON JUNE 26. MR. KISSINGER IS PREPARED TO GIVE L

PAGE 3 RUFNCR 3329 5 I—8—P—5—E—GRomfirF—my
MORE DETAILED CLARJIFICATIONS.™ I ADDED THE FOLLOWING “PERSONAL"™ '
COMMENT: (A) "BO SHOULD REMEMBER THAT THE NUMBER OF OFFICIALS =
AWARE OF THE CURRENT EXCHANGE OF VIEWS IS VERY SMALL. THIS MAKES
IT VERY DIFFICULT TO REVERSE DECISIONS TAKEN PRIOR REPEAT PRIOR
TO THE DECISION TO SEND THE MESSAGE OF AUGUST 25 AND MAINTAIN r
SECRECY. (B) IT SEEMS MORE USEFUL TO SEEXK A SOLUTION TO THE ‘
" PRESENT SITUATION THAN TO DERATE ABOUT HOW WE GET THERE. HANOI
' SHOULD REMEMBER THAT THE U.S. MESSAGE OF AUGUST 25 QFFERED TO !
END THE BOMBING AND ALL OTHER ACTS OF WAR AGAINST THE DRV - '
IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS.
NOT TO INVOLVE CONDITIONS BUT WHICH RATHER REPEAT STATEMENTS
MADE BY HANOI. (IF BO WANTS CLARIFICATION, I STAND READY TO GIVE IT.”

I THEN GAVE M, THE FOLLOWING CONCLUDING “PERSONAL" COMMENT:

"THE PRESENT EXCHANGES CAN BE USEFUL IF THEY-ENABLE BOTH SIDES

T0 GAIN A CLEARER UNDERSTANDING OF THE ISSUES BEFORE THEM. ~

I MUST POINT OUT, HOWEVER, THE CONCERN EXPRESSED TO ME BY HIGH .. .
OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON THAT TOO OFTEN THESE COMMUNICATIONS S
ARE ONE-WAY STREETS.” ! ‘ S '
M. TOOK ALL THIS DOWN, READ IT BACK TO ME AND PROMISED TO READ

IT TO BO WITHOUT PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS, HE THEN CALLED BO AND

RECEIVED AN IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT FOR 1200 PARIS TIME. I SHALL .

MEET M. AT HIS LABORATORY AT 13p@. :

A IS RETURNING LATE TONIGHT OR EARLY TOMORROW.
GP-1. BOHLEN R
BT o _ - .
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SPECULATION ON DRV-U.S. TALXS

PARIS AFP IN ENGLISH 1639 GHMT 14 SEP &7 E .
(BY BERNARD~JOSEPH CABANES)

: (TEXT) HAMOI-~TALKS BETYWEEN HANOI AND WASHINGTON COULD BEGIN
THREE OR FOUR WEEKS AFTER THE AMERICANS STOPPED AIR AND NAVAL
S0MBING OF NORTH VIETNAM, ACCORDING TO INDICATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS
FROIM RELIABLE SOURCES HERE TODAY. A SPEECH BY PRIME MINISTER PHAM
VAN DONG ON LAST 3% AUGUST CONTAINED AN ESSENTIAL PHRASE ON- THE
POSSIBILITY OF PEACE TALXS WHICH READS AS FOLLOYS: IF THE U.S.

SIDE REALLY DESIRES CONVERSATIONS, IT SHOULD FIRST UNCONDITIONALLY
CZASZ THE BOMBINGS AND EVERY OTHER ACT OF WAR AGAINST THE DRV.

ONE THING IS TO BE NOTED: THE WORD PERMANENTLY, WHICH WAS ALVAYS
USED IN HANOI'S STATEMENTS OMN THE NECESSITY FOR THE UNITED STATES
TO WITHDRAY ITS TROOPS AND STOP THE BOMBINGS, DOES NOT FIGURE IN
THIS PHRASE. IT DOES APPEAR IN OTHER PARAGRAPHS OF THE SAME SPEECH,

- BUT NOT IN THIS PHRASE, WHICH DEALS SOLELY WITH THE POSSIBILITY

OF TALKS BETWEEN HANOI AND WASHINGTON.

ONE COULD ARGUE THAT PHAM VAN DONG'S EXPRESSION EVIDENTLY IMPLIES
THERZ CAN 3E NO CONDITIONS AS TO THE DURATION FOR THE CESSATION
OF THE BOMBINGS. HOWEVER, SUCH AS IT 1S, THE PHRASE LOSES ITS ASPECT
OF AN ULTIMATUM AND BECOMES HMORE CONCILIATORY IN THE LIGHT OF -
ZXPLANATIONS FROM RELIABLE SOURCES. :

WHAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESZ GOVERNMENT ASKS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT
I0 DO IS, BRIEFLY, TO 3TOP BOHBING WITHOUT POSING CONDITIONS, INM
OTHER WORDS, WITHOUT SAYING IT WILL DO SO ONLY FOR SUCH AND SUCH
A LAPSE OF TIME AND WITHOUT PROCLAIMING THAT DURING THE PAUSE -
IT WILL SEND OBSERVATION PLANES INTO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SXY.
NO PUSLIC STATEMENT, NO OFFICIAL UMDERTAXING IS DEMANDED OF THE
UNITED STATES, FOR, IM THE NORTH YIETNAMESE VIEW, CEASING WARLIXE
ACTS ACGAINST THEIR COUNTRY, PURELY AND SIMPLY WITHOUT SAYING ANYTHING,

WITHOUT MAKING CONDITIONS, IS EQUIVALENT TG CEASING THEN UNCONDITIONALLY.

WHEN THIS FIRST STEP HAS BEEN TAXEN, IT IS5 UNDERSTOOD THAT IF,
THRIE OR FOUR WYEEKS AFTER THE BEGINWING OF TKIS CESSATION OF BCMB ING,
WASHINGTON QUESTIONS HANGI THROUGH CONE CHAMNEL OR ANOTHER ON THE
QUTCOXE TO THIS CESSATION, A REPLY WOULD BE GIVEN TO THIS QUERY.

AMD TC REPLY TO A QUESTION IS ALREADY TO BEGIN A CONVERSATION,
THE SOURCES SAID.

-IN THIS LIGHT, ABSENCE OF THE WCRD PERMANENTLY TAXKES ON ITS
FULL MEANING: WITH A VIEYW 10 POSSISLE CONVERSATIONS, THE UNITED
STATES IS MOT ASXED TO SYCP THE BOMBINGS FOREVER BUT TO STOP THEM
WITHOUT POSING CONDITIONSS.

MORTH VIETNAMESE POLITICAL CIRCLES STRESS THAT A CESSATION OF
THZ BGMBING TO PAVE THE WAY FOR TALXS IS, FINALLY, ONLY AN ELEMENTARY.
PREZEQUISITE YHICH HAS BZEN RECOGNIZED AS INDISPENSABLE BY WORLD
FIGURIS LIKE GEMERAL DE “AULLE, BY INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITIES LIKE
UM SZCRETARY GENERAL U THANT, AND BY LARGE SECTIONS £~ PEOPLES

(ALLIZD TO THE UNITED STATES, SUCH AS THE BRITISH.

TO START CONVERSATIONS WITH AMERICA, NORTH VIETNAM CANNOT GIVE
UAY TO _THE BLACKMAIL OF BOMBS, THE SAME SOURCES ADD. IT CANNOT  _
SDEIT THAT IT IS BEATEN BY THESE BOMBS, FOR, FIRST, IT IS NOT TRUE
4D, SZCOND, IT WOULD BE TANTAMOUNT TO ADMITTING THAT IT (WOR:S

DIDISTINGT), IN THE START OF THE WAR IN NORTH VIETNAM, WHEREA S COPY LB
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