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DRAFT «« September 18, 1967

I see by the papera that u statesrnan from Arkansas, Mr. Harry S,
Anhmore. has felt called upoh to reveal his efforts to end the war In
Yiet Nam in January and February of thie year.

rlt sserns to me that his ego is larger than his information and much
g_rcatai' than his good sense.

It 30 happens that, along with & few other members of the Congressional
leadership, I was pretty well informed of what the President was doing and |
trying to achleve in t.h.oae. days.

For reasons of its lown. Hanol waa putting out all sorts of molees that
it might nnder certain circumastances be willing to negotiate. There must
have been a half dozen fellows llke Ashmore in various parts of the world
who came running to cur government with similar reports, As I understand
It, none of these was turned away. Wa told them our pesition and let them
go back to their sources.

But we also declded to find out If there was anything aolid in all this
by approaching directly the North Vietnamese Embassy in Mascow. During
the whole period about which Mr. Ashmore is writing ;- Iroih January &
down to February 15 -~ we were exchanging detailed messages and putting
in proposals to the North Vletnnmeu‘ln Moscow. They sccepted these
messages, |

Meanwhile, in Leondon Mr, Kosygin arrived on F‘eimarf 6 and stnjrad

until February 1. Mr. Wilson and Mr. Koeygin were in touch with

President Johnson and they put various praposals to Haneol through Mr. Kouygin._
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On February 13 and then sgsin on February 13 we got cur reply ln
the form of letters from Ho Chi Minh to the Pope and then to the President,

Those authoritative letters showed no movemnent whatsoever. e calléd
for unconditional and permanent cessation of the bombing; for the withdrawal
of U.5. forces; for recognition of the legitimacy of the Nationa! Liberation
Front as representing the people of South Viet Nam. So far as i kimw. that
iz Hanol's position right now; and it's no good.

Now there are some lessons here:

== Mr. Ashmore should remember that private citlzeas who get involved
in diplomacy have a duty to all parties to keep thelr mouths shut and feave |
their mam;'}lrs for their grandchildren, He has mistaken a bit of a sideshow
for the main tent.

-« The goverament in Hanol should remember that If it wants to end
this war, the United States has a government to talk to, with experienced,
professional men all over the worid. We have ended coaﬂlchts in Berlio and
Korea and Cuba by responsible talk between responsible ‘M%hat is the
way to end the war la Viet Nam,

~« Fioally, the American people should remember that cur first duty
right now is to back our men and our allies fighting shoulder-to-shoulder In
Viet Naiy That is the quickest way to peace. Wa'll know soon e¢nough and
surely enought when those who decided to attack South Viet Nam are ready

for an honorable peace.
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