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FOP-5ECGRER. -~ SENSITIVE
Saturday, September 16, 1967
6:20 p. m.

Mr. Presideat:

Although it doeesn't get anywhere in
particular, you will wlsh to read this report
of how the message we gave Kissinger was
finally delivered and what was said. '

Whatever comes of 1t, I am sure you

will enjoy my {riend Bo's comnmant on Dza
(marked passage, page 5).

W. W, Rostow

Paris 3501

FOPSECGREL -~ SENSITIVE
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'.I LUNCHED WITH A. AND: M..WITHIN MINUTES OF THEIR INTERUIEW WITH .
"~ BO WHICH LASTED FOR OVER AN HOUR. .THE FOLLOWING REPORT IS THEIR ACCOUNT
P BASED ON EXTENSIVE NOTES TAKEN BY A."".I READ MY.-OWN NOTES BACK TO THEM
- TO CHECK THEIR ACCURACY. ‘A« DID MOST OF THE TALKING AT LUNCH AND o
~ ALSO AT THE INTERVIEW. WITH BO. - QUOTATIONS REFLECT THE BEST RECOLLECTION
-'OF A. AND M BASED ON NOTES NADE DURING RPT DURING THE INTERUIEW. o

BO GRMETED A ‘AND M.;UERY AFFABLY AND OFFERED THEM WHISKEY. \";"
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,A, WHO 1S SUFFERING FROM A'SCIATIC CONDITION WHICH DELAYED HIS ARRIVAL

IFROM ROME, DECLINED ON DOCTOR'S- ORDERS. . BO SAID THAT HE DID NOT LIKE

‘WHISKEY. BUT, LOQKING "AT M., THAT WHISKEY DID HELP TO REDUCE ANXIETIES.

HE THEN OFFERED"TEA AND PASTRY.. HE SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN ESPECIALLY

“CHARGED BY PRESIDENT HO TO INQUIRE 1»10 THE HEALTH OF A'S FAMILY, o
Vo }ESPECIAILY HIS DAUGHTER. . AR

-

T"'A- THE HANDED HIM THE U. S. NESSAGE IN A SEALED ENUELOPE. BO

”,-*ASKED WHEITHER HZ .XNZW ITS CONTENT., A. REPLIED THAT ALL HE XKNEW WAS

S JTHAT 1 HAD DESCRIBEAD. JI AS CONCILIATORY" (HE USELD THZ ENGLISH WORD

0 MADE HIM |
iAI?R?IBTE m[T DO‘JJN.' s "'BO DID NOT OPEN THE ENVELOPE IN A & M'5 - ,

PRESENCE‘ A

. T SHONED BO THE S*ORIES IN LE MONDE OF YESTERDAY AND OF ;
EE gI?ARO THIS MORNING AND INQUIRED ABOUT THEIR SIGNIFICANCE. BOTOMESUR
HAD OBYIOUSLY' BEXN EXPECTING THE QUESTION REPLIED THAT THE T?WEE
WEEKX IMTERVAL BETWZEN THE END OF BUMBING AND THE BEGINNINGNO'F .
NEGCTJATIONS WAS AN INUENTION oF JOURNALISTS. PHAM ValN -DONG |
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- .YOU. 'BUT. YOU. SEE YOU. HAVE PRODUCED RESULTS. - THERE WAS A MESSAGE .

L FﬁGEm—9HR~¥%#4HF+%Hﬂ%+4P»B~Ru$wE~G—ﬂwE—¢ . oy
M. THEN SAID THAT HE THOUGHT ‘THE TIME HAD COME FOR BO T0 SEE ME. RS
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[STATENENT HAD GIVEN NO GROUND FOR THE TIME PERIOD MENTIOMED IN THE
NEwoPAPERS.. o T

4

A. THEN TURNED - THE CONUERJATION TO THE CONTINUED UALIDITY OF

:THE A-M CHANNEL. HE SAID HE DID NOT MIND ACTING AS A MAILMAN -
‘BUT THERE WAS NO SENSE IN CONTINUING IF IT LED NOWHERE OR EMBARRASSED

'EITHER PARTY,., -~"WE ARE, IWN MY JUDGMENT, AT THE END OF OUR TETHER (AU
BOUT DE NOTRE. ROULEAU)., -WE HAVE ESTABLISHED CONTACT AND WE SHOULD
"WITHDRAW" BO REPLIED: "MY DEAR FRIENDS, YOUR ARE NOT IN-MY JUDGMENT -
‘AT THE END OF YOUR TETHER. ' YOU HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AS FRIENDS. WE .~
TRUST YOU AND YOU TRUST KISSINGER. WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN DOING IS USEFUL.
IF WE THINK WHAT YOU ARE DOING IS NOT USEFUL, WE SHALL TELL #0U. WHEN
YOU ASKED FOR A VISA CONCURRENT WITH' THE BOMBARDMENT OF HANOI, WE
REFUSED. TO LET YOU COME wOULD HAVE DISCREDITED US AND ULTIMATELY .

TO yS FROM THE UNITED STATES' GOVERNMENT. WHICH WE ACCEPTED, ‘' WE REPLIED,

.-TO BE SURE, NEGATIVELY." THIS WEEK WE HAVE HAD TWO BRIEF CONNUNICATIONS

AND TO“AY ﬂ FORNAL NESSAGE N

:WSO YOU ARE BEING USEFUL.k;a.-

.BO ASKEZD MANY .QUESTIONS ABOUT MY PLANS FOR NEXT WEEK. (NOTE: FOR - .. *
WASHINGTON S INFORMATION, I HAVE,CANCELLED MY VIS*T TO BONN BUT AM -

o .COMMITTED TO A SPEECH IN HANOVER-ON SATURDAY. 1 HALL STAY HERE

‘UNTIL ABOUT NOON“SEPT 22.) M. SAID THAT ONE WAY OF ARRANGING

A MEETING WOULD BE .TO HAVE COFFEE TOGETHER IN SOMEBODY'S HOUSE.

BO REPLIED: "LET ME THINK ABOUT HOW BEST TO ARRANGE A MEETING AND I
*NILL LET YOU XNOW. I WILL CALL YOU AS I CALLED YOU LAST WEEK." ‘

M THEN RETURNED 70 HIS THEME OF REPORTING TC THE ELYSEE If THE
PRE”ENT EFFORT FAILED 3UT OFFERING TG CHECK WITH BO FIRST. TURNING TO
{A., BO SAID: "OUR FRIEND M. IS VERY IMPATIENT., FIRST HE WANTED TO
{REPORT - TO PUGUASH, NOw TO THE ELYSEEZ. - I CAN TELL YOU NOW THAT I SHALL

’NEUER TELL YOU NOT REPEAT NOT TO REPORT. TO THE ELYSEE BUT ALSD I SHALL

NEVER TeLL YOU TO REPORT THERE. YOUR CHANNEL IS NOT AT THE END OF ITS
- USEFULNESS, I SEE MO NEEZD TO BRING ANYONE ELSE. IN. COMPLICATED
\NATTERS TAKE SOME TIME TO MATURE AND BECOME-MORE COMPLICATED IF TOO

» MANY PEOPLE INTERVENE," (NOTE: A. COMNENTED THAT HANOI_AND WASHINGTCN

;"OBUIOUSLY SAV - PROCEDURAL MATTERS IN THE SAME LIGHT )
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+iMs RETURNED TO THE INTERVIEW OF A. AND M. WITH PHAM UAM DONG . ;
: HE ASKED WHETHER DZU. (THE RUNNER-UP IN-THE PRESIDENTIAL GAMPAIGN 1y ;
/SVN) WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE NLF IN THE MORE BROADLY BASED. GOVERN- -
[MENT. PHAN VAN DONG HAD MENTIONED IN JULY, =BOSATD THAT HE HAD GONE i
i TO UNIVERSITY 'IN PARIS WITH-DZU“AND”KNEW”HIM;“TDZU"WAS.A“HEEEf(SAEAUﬁT;'f

FNHO'ALL HIS LIFE HAD-BEEN INVOLVED IN.CURRENCY MANIPULATIONS ! HE COuLD
¢ NOT BE COUNTED ON. THERE WERE, HOWEVER, MANY REASONABLE PEOPLE. IN -

I THE SOUTH, INCLUDING HIGH-RANKING MILITARY. QFFICERS., WHEN A. ASKED
:ABOUT THIEU BO REPLIED: "I.DO. NOT UNDERSTAND A MAN WHO GETS HIMSELF.
*ELECTED ON THE BASIS OF INVITING FOREIGNERS TO BOMB HIS COMPATRIORS.™ .-
‘A WAS STRUCK BY THE ﬁELATIUE MILDNESS OF HIS COMMENT. L B

. ’ R ‘v . P : . . L i ) .

i IN CONCLUDION BO. ASKED 'A.. AND M. WHETHER 1 HAD ‘SAID ANYTHING ..

- wABOUT THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN'THE U.S. BECAUSE OF. PARIS 3341 I HAD
- {THOUGHT THAT THIS ISSUE MIGHT COME UP, ' FOLLOWING MY RECOMMENDATIONS, ' -,

- 'A. AND M, SAID THAT THE MAIN. LINES OF "AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY WOULD NOT

{CHANGE NO MATTER WHO wON 1IN 1968 = UNLESS IF ‘WAS REAGAN IN WHICH CASE -

;ggERE WOULD BE' A-GREATER POSSIBILITY OF ESCALATION THAN:.OF PEACE . ..
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BO SZEMED SURPRISED AT THIS NEWS.
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A« DID NOT RAXSE THE.NUANCE HE MENTIONED ABOUT THE TEXT OF THE RN
HANOL -MESSAGE OF SEPT 11.(SEE PARIS .492) BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID -

‘ AT MIGAT  INVOLVE AN IMPLICATION THAT THE VIETNAMESE LACKED ADEQUATE
- (FRENCH. " AR | -2 =@

*AT THE END OF THE MEETING BO RETURNZD M*S HANDWRITTEN NOTES .OF .

THURSDAY (SEE PARIS 3383), M. APOLOGIZED FOR THE INADEQUATE FRENCH AND

{POOR HAKDWRITING. 80 SAID THAT THE NOTES HAD BEEN VERY USEFUL. M.

" |OFFERER TO TYPE THEM UP. BO, FOLLOWING THE RULES OF THE "GAME~ SAID

- 'THAT THIS WAS NOT NECESS4RY. HE HAD STUDIED THEM SUFFICIENTLY,
! . _ =0 e ‘

LCONCLUSIONS: (1) A. WHO ON THE WAY FROM .THE AIRPORT HAD BEEN
{VERY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT.THE CONTI:UED USEFULNESS OF THE A-M CHANNEL HAS
FCHANGED HIS VIEW., WHERE THIS MORNING HE THOUGHT THAT THE BASIC
tPROELEM WAS THAT HANOI EITHER COUED NOT OR WOULD NOT TALK HE NOW . :

~i | BEL 1EVES THAT IT 1S TORTUOUSLY GROPING ITS WAY TO' A DIALOGUE WITH THE U.S
: E¢. ...:.......u‘ .-..:.‘:.;;.:-J.;a.a.. .a..a.u. . ' ST “.""'“"“'(“'1‘4‘1'-3\-:«-'&:-"-:44;“..p teime LSy s il WL .,._...;. el a

! ', N . -
o, | T 'ﬁ ;

COPY LRJ LIBRARY




s e

ki M e T LTS, e L L S . : - o S -

e T o HEM R S Ll 1 e e T L My Y e on - . - !

g ) . R N : K o T ""'"—'-‘ —— TR e e St A S e e b gt m =
d - . o . v RS et . . ~ '

N
-

P AT SRR R YR R3S G F i G =ff~>T - L

. [ £2) A BELIEVES THAT BO ALREADY HaS AUTHORITY TO SEE ME BUT WANTS
| .TO WAIT UNTIL CLOSER TO MY DEPARTURE. HE WANTS, IN A'S JUDGMENT, TO
yAVOID AN IMPRESSION OF OVEREAGERNESS, .HE DID NOT ONCE MENTION THE NEED
*OF "REFERRING THE REQUEST TO HANOI. .. ... . . S
| Sn e MEAES L . L

— . -
b

1¢3) A. & M. CONSIDER IT SIGNIFICANT THAT THE BOBING OF HANOI OR .
‘HAIPHONG WAS NOT MENTIONED BY BO (EXCEPT PERIPHERIALLY -TO. EXPLAIN THE
i REFUSAL OF A -VISA). EVEN THOUGH THE LAST U.S. COMMUNICATION REFERRED TO
tTHEM (SEE PARIS 3383 ¢ 3415). - e T < c
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! (4) A. WAS EAGER TO RETURN TO ROME.. I ASKED:HIM TO STAY OVER L
;Tﬂg WEEK END. . HOWEVER, HE PLANS TO LEAVE MONDAY MORNING AND -RETURN -

L5y my RECOMMENnArroN'Is”rHAr‘wE'szr.TiéHr;qﬁiF'wE HAVE NOT .~ -
'HEARD FROM BO BY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, A. CAR CALL AND REQUEST AN .
HIMSELF AND M FOR THURSDAY. 'THIS MEETING COULD .. i

o

Vo ekt g s de e i o

' APPOINTMENT FOR

L . .

T A e e e e S e e e Y 1 - T D 4
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:DISCUSS HOW TO USE THE A-M CHANNEL AFTER'I LEAVE PARIS. I WOULD BE o

:GRATEFUL FOR GUIDANCE ON THIS POINT AS ON ANY ADDITIONAL POINTS T - -
| -DISCUSS WITH BO IF' THE MEETING TAKES PLACE. “GP=1 BOHLEN -/ - -
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