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’{MR.PRE&DENT:

v Presidens Kennedy
mmitments in Southeast

Herew:.th a rather full ccmpilation of gtatemen
raga,rdmg Viet Nam and U, 8, mfarests and
Abla. 5

’ 1 have marked in yellow what I ze garded asg the moat‘ sinn.ifica.nt passages, '

_with red markings for items particularly quotab‘!.e. ‘But I concluded that
Tyou might want to look at the whole file raﬁmr than

nerely the marked "

paasades.

,,What emarged i'or me more 3harp1v even than what I would ha.ve pred.xcted

are these basic elements in Pre.ument Kennecty's posntion'

-- his e.a'plicit linkage of thctcommitme «.’m Vlet Nam to the SEATO 'I‘reaty,

~= hig flat acceptance of the éc'-nmo theory in Southea.st Asia (see es-
pecially page 38 ~-- bui the psiat &2 “1'-ude many ti'nea}, ' '
-= his recurren u
that the {ate o o wwn 1‘;‘.0"?5}[ was involve: _’ in Viet Nam.

I don't believe any cjective person cam read fhis zecord without knowing
that President Kennedy would havc seen thia *nrough wnatev 3+ the cost.

Cn page 33 thie record stales;: Hin my oplnion, far G to wz..::c‘.raw from
that effoxrt « fuzz!..'i mezn a collapse not only of Scuth Viet-Narn, but Southeast
Asia.  So we are gviag co stay there, ' J.h:';t"i tae nut of the story.
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