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MR. PRESIDENT: 

. Herewith a l:ather ;ull compilation 
'~"ga.rding Viet Nan:~ and U. S. interests and , . 
; Asia. '". -'-t~~i::r-.l.~~' .. ~.;,:'_'~ ,,':" .t'-:~ ,~"~;;Ot_?{·"'· 

:0: ..... ; ... '.; ,~-:,",:,"':,_-j ,~~, . ~.,-;:-:,::,~. _ 'c:,~':)<" 

Presicle:~t' I<~nnedy 
. in Southeast 

. I have marked in yellow w'hat I regarded as the most significant passages, 
v.rith red markings for items particw.arly quotable. But I concluded that 

.. c'/';:" >you might want to look at the whole file . . the mal'ked 

--.~ . 

p .. ssages •. e' -: -,'. 

~._. ~~ .- :-N,' 

What emerged for m~ moresharplYe~en I would have predicted 
are these basic elements in President Kennedytsposition: , 

",' 

-- his e;;'Plicit linkaGe of thecioml.llitmen6li°vl~iNm:~ to the SEATO Treaty; 

.-- his flat acceptance of the dOlcnino theory in Southeast Asia (see es­
pecially page 38 -- but the point is j;"oIo":l.1de tl'lany tin"les); 

-- his l-eC'l.1.rl"ent iir:l·:~.r~c 0:' Viet Nam to B,i::H!L E;.:':.-i the qeneral theme 
that the fate c~: <- ".:. ~j'''/::;' lio~rty was ilf:~l{:tlvi~:i il~ Viet N-;m. ' 

-
I dontt believe any o"0jcc't:..v:.;; person can rD:ld '~:1~i3 ;t'€;;cord \~ll·'d~out kno\ving 
that President Keilnoay would have seen th:i.G through whate __ 0J~ the cost. 

On pOl.ge 33 the l'econl states: "Ill my opi;:io~ •• f01' 1.\;' to witl:draw :from 
that e££oxt \,'J0l:.::id roc;~::n, a collapse l:ot 0111'7 Ol SC:lt1::. Vict-Narn, but Southeast 
Asia. So ";.~ ~l"O '-:':; .:.:2 ~~o stay th~:~:re ... u Th::::tls--'c:':1e -nut of the sto:ry.' 
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