
Satu.ntay. October U. 1967.- 5:45 p. m. 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESmENT: 

SUBJECT: News Media Coatact. 

Monday. October 9. 1'67 

Marguie Childa telephoaed me 0Jl MOIIday. October 9. c:oaceru1q the Otepita atory in the Stl Loul. pre... ae a.keel U he ehoald do all articl. attacklDa Ot.plea ae a McCa1rthylte. I did !lOt .ac_rale hlm to cto eo. In" taraed the coaver.atlOJl lnto ~ phlloaophic:a1 ell.c_ .... lnto the mea.inI of the pauina ol Che GUVBl'a. 

Thur.day, October lZ, 11)67 

Jack wacacoa, The Plain Deal.r, Clev.laad, came in for aaother 100, .... io. 00 hi. 'book. rdlacllu.dlD panlC1llar the special r.latloaahip that has be.n bldlt lip between the Preaid •• l. 0Jl the OM hand, and S.cl'.tari •• Rusk and McNamara, oa the oth.r. 

Ro.co. and Geoffr.y DrummO!d came lD to r.c.lve the mat.rial oa bomblDe which you had approved. 1 tv.rMd them over to Bob OlDsburp who work.d with th.m lor aom.e tbne. Th.y ahO\lld b. equipped to do all int.meeat and h.lpful •• rie. of article •• 

Friday. October 13, 1967 

Enclr. Martoa, .AP, called. After cleal'aac:e by f01II, reporteel by Oeol'ee ChrtetiaD, I .ave them the foU_tnc Ibnited .tatemeat for quotatlOlll "I have aot read the Otepka elocwn.at which Ie paJ't ol a prlvlle,.d h.arlD" as I Wlder­.tand It. But. .*. 1951, I have b •• n coatinuou.ly UDder e.curity cleal'&IlCe from vario .. ,over __ t a"encle •• " 

Doa Oberdol'fer. Xallht .ew.papers. came in. He 1. ," out to Vletaam. ae la ,olD, to concentrate, out there. oa the colliltiOJl of the VC. I pl'omi.ed to ,lve him .ome bac:k,rGUDd lnforrnatloa. At thl. tim., h_e"ar. he 1. writing all article .. the pabUc oplaloa in tha 11. S. with r.ltpect to Vlataam. He aaiel thia i. the critical front. What _re my vlewe 1 Aad, in particalal' • .tid the pollcy ol the Pl'uid.at towa.rcla Vletaam ch.,.. with ch&lletac pubUc opini .. and the polla1 I aald that your policy towarda Vlataam waa fixed a loal tlm. &10. You w.r. cOIl.taatlyex.plorin" aew waya ol fltbttna the war 
01' brilinl peace. There waa DO tactical rlJidlty but I doubted that your badc approach to Vl.taam wowd ch .... ; alii I waa certalll that It wa. aulded by your judsmeat a. to what waa rlcht to do aad aothln, elae. 

COpy lBJ LIliRAl{Y 
. __ ------.-----------------T-



w. thea .ille •••• d the public attltad ... 1 expre •• ed the faith aad hope 
~ a. peapl. came 1a the htl,htellllld coatezt 01 a h •• ldentlal .lectlo. year to 
face their cholc •• 1a Vi.tnam. we woulcl .tay th. cov .. as a paopl. aad tht. 
lact would 1M reflected 1a the po.ttl_ of both major political partie.. He 
.xpr •••• d the thouaht that YOUI' speech at Saa Alat_1e aad Sec. RUlk'. pr ••• 
confer.ac. had halt.d - erolloa. H. hoped we wo1l1d c_t1aue to take the 
off •• llve. 

Seymour Toppi.DJ.came 1a to me.t m.. 1a hi. DeW 1'01. a. ManallDc Editor 
of Th. New YOI'll: Tim ••• He had two theme.: 

-- Wily d_'t W. ltop bombin,lUICoaditlouJ.ly and rally the co_try, U 
_c ... ary, by provlnJ that Hanoi woald not _SoUate. 

I expli&lned to him .om. of the complexltie. la aay .uch d.cl.loa. ..la. 
th. k.y .l.meatl in th. Baa Aatoalo .form_ .a the ba.i •• 

-- H. tried to convinc. me that the II1II .. 1 column. of Th. New York Times 
"wer. compl.t.ly lnd..peadeat" of .ditorial polley. 

I .xpr .... d some akeptlci.m bat ala. expr •••• d tb.. b.op. that UDd.r h18 
l.ad.rlhlp this woali prove to be the ca... Wora la .orrow thaa in _,er, I 
.aid It waa sad .... tor aom.ons who had respect.d 'lb. N.w York Tbnea all 
hla W., to fe.l it. IIIIIW. late,rlty was belnJ corruptecl1Mc::au •• of a judgm.nt 
on a cur.at 1 ..... 

III.ed the occa.ion to talk about oth.r a.pect. of your 101'.1 .. pollcy. b.yoR 
Vietnam; aad arr&lll" that be would came la a,ala to ducuea aome of the lar,er 
pupo ••• aad achievement a of Tou AdmInlatratiOll In for.l,. polley. 

Saturday. October 14. 1967 

I had l_ch with Joe AI.op. at 111 ....... tloa. at the JoUtropolitlUl Club. H. 
,ave me _ .xtl'.m.IT vlvlel account of progre.. la vtetaam. It i. 111. b.ll.f 
that by J1IIle of .. xt yeu at the lat •• t ... w1l1 ._ la. the c_.tal ,l'OYbIc •• 01 
I. n aad m Corp •• uch obvloQ. pro,r ••• that " • .,.e." New York Tim •• wUl 
not be able to deny It. " Th. D.1ta will bnpl'OYe 1nat more a1_1y. It is wholly 
po .. lble that the VC infra.trl:lctare of meat of the coaatry wID "1'011 v.p like a 
carpet la thi. time period." He 1. not ave .. hat the North. Vletaame •• wlll do 
in the face ot thl. .ituatlOD which 1. padectlT real tel them: they may try 
protracted IIIIIgottatlOll. tied v.p with a .tappase of bombin, In the aorth.; they 
may try to put in more North Vietname •• troop. acro .. the DMZ; or they might 
nelottate to end the war. H. i. atrOll,ly .,awt a .toppa,. of bombla, which. 
in way. which clUlnot be pnt lato .taU.tica ..... 'P_ hi. -view. certainly limiting 
the pres.ure significantly that Hanoi c_ apply UfU .outh. 

COpy lBJ LHlRA!iV 
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Tom Lambert. Loa _el.a Tlmea, telephoaed to .ak if tile" ... a aaythiq 
ueftd he could 1110 .bout the Otepka matter, which be .... aria .a .. ly. H. 
aald h. had peraaad.d tile Loa Ag.lea Time. GOt to R1l tile Itol'y. He aald 
Sea. Strom Thvmoad will have • 1'.1 •••• _ Mmlday whleh will melte a anide 
remark about thla problem.. He •• ld that if I ever have aay ... ,.atloa aa to 
how h. CaD help, jut let lWn lUIow. 

I th.aked him. 

WWRoBtow:rll'l 
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