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October- 13. 1967 

.Reb: A. State 168611 (Apr. S. 1,67, 
B. JCS 3879 

1. Ia U.tlc1patlOD that proposal. will be fortlacolDlR, .hortly {or 
mi11tuy staad-dOWQ OWl' the Chri.tma •• New Y .... • •• uul T.t holtday., 
Oe_ral Westmorelaad aad I have di ...... _d apeod upoa a "ecommended 
U. S. posltlOllfor a holt4ay military posture. Wo aiN. a1.0 that the oUlc1al 
U. S. positioa .bould be cletermi_d .... lle.e. u.d eo later thaa the eM of 
October. The b .. ,. for Ul',.acy Ie tWe maiter hi .... Gpoll the critical 
.1gAille_co of n.oI l:Iem, pI' ••• mpted 1Jy either HaG. CIII' the Natloaal LiM"a­
tioa From, aacl thu. p1ac.d ia the a"-'r •• politieal/pllycb.o1oalcal position 
of couateria. their pl'OpOsal •• 

Z. It i ••••• at1a1 that all cODc.ned b. positively apprl.l.d· of the riaks 
atteediq • mWtary .tUld-c!owa. ho .... r brief it dabt be. The NCOI'd 
clearly atte.ts to the tJoaudW.eat maDGer ia which tbe Viet eo.,/Nol'th VI.tname .. 
Army have .llecuted past ce.e.-D.". acco"d.. A. a nlNlt ~ mo"o thaa 1.000 
_my-laitlated bu:icleat. chula, the th .... stalild-dowu la_ yea". US iOl'e •• 
• uff.rod 30 ca.ualtie. at Chrlstmaa, 41 OYer New Year t ., _ 116 duriag T.t. 
The e_my u.d the .talild-doWD. to ,1' ......... alllts OD U. I. _d allied po.itions. 
Oae .llCh attack followiq Chrl.tma. t.afllcted '1 casualtie. (11 of them killed 
Ie action) Ie OM siasle V. s. uait. The _.t .acluriaa a..-ct of tho,e cea.e. 
llre •• tammed irom the ma .. ive lop.ti" Heapply actl'Vlt1ea of the e_my. 
With truck aad ,ea traflic 1'\&_a, ~5 time. the pre-ce •• e-f1l'. rate. the 
Nol'th VI.mam ••• Army mov.d 13.000 toae of material hdo ~ DMZ aHa 
aad Lao. duI1Dg the Tet .tu.d-dOWD.; ...... h to sutela ... dlvi.1OD 1. combat 
lorn.ad.,. 8 mOllth.. All e.til'Datec.t 10.000 tOM was .'milady po.ltlOMd 
duriag the .borter Chrl.tma. flaacl-d-. J'ut h_ much of: this material 
wa, used in the r.ceat rda of lire Ga. our Ma:rille. 1a the N~ is open to 
COGj.cNre. 

3. We have _ 1'."_ to pre •• me that the __ l'Dy will app"oach future 
holiday ea .... Ii" •• with any Ir.ate:\, 1Jdelrlty tIwl Jle b.u la the paat. 
OeDeral W.lJtmor.lu.d aad I Nth air .. that militarily it is obviou.ly 
p"elerable that there .boW.4 be DO ceaM.lin peri09 4uriDI the forthcoming 
holidays. We r.an ... al.o, however. that precode. u.d ~HDt public 
pre.sur •• may well make .ome aetiOD with Haped to the ChJoistrna. and Tet 
holiday. _ea •• ary. Ia. this .""at we ncommead the foUowls!lg a. the maximum 
acc.ptable .chedule for holiday c .... -li .... ; 

A. For Christmas. a Z4-hov.r period with j .. tiI1C&~on ba.ed on 
relf.gious cOD,iderationa. 

B. There la _ adequate jllatillcatloa for a New Y.ar'a ce ••• -lire. 
Ii Deverthele •• impo.ed. it should not exceed Z4 hour •• 
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C. For Tet. & 48-hOQ1' c:eal.-fln 11 l'ecommea4ed. with a IUlIXImvm fallback pHitiOll of TZ hOlll'I. 

4. aul .. gOTeniDa cea.e-fin period miUtary operatioal duriJag the three hollclay. la.t yeaI' pl'oved to be laac1equte with re.,-ct to pro.criptiOll of ... my n,wy activiti... A, a r.,alt. State aDCI J'CS ..... d OIU pruogative, by refern.c .. A alld B to napoad to .ublta.almUltary 1"­IUpply activity detected iI. North Viet Ham ,eNtll of ZOo Mrth latitude ctarin, the Buddha" birthday ataacI .. dOWD OIl 13 May. We coact .. that wa Ibould make future l'1I1 •• aveD mo:ro bi.lldlr!.g. P'utura aareama ... U loch become Il.c:e .. a~. ahould 1mpo .... total fr .... oa IOllatica aDCI forn npolitioalD, OIl both alel.a. Thia prohibitiOll would be appUed to all movenleDtI of mlUtary persoanel aDd materiel nprdle .. of when they might occur.ithel' in-cGWlUy 01' into eoatry in both North anel South VI.t Ham .... tUb coOtlpotll _ter •• VI0latiOllI ob.e:rv.d by aD latealive r.c:oaaat .... ce prlpam Would be aubJect to immediate miUtary napoDll.. With minimal pn-.toc1tlal. we caaliv. with theae terms for at l.alt 48 houri. aad pll'hap ... 1 ... aa 7Z bOllI". 

5. All r.malning miUtal'y pl'oviliOll' detail.d la :rofenace Bare cOD.ldend to provide .uff1c1.nt latitu.cle fol' .ecuity)MU'pO.... W. do propo ••• however, to apply IlP to SOot. of our aormal airltrike effort In North Viet Nam &galaat tal'let, alOll, the Lao. tl'aaIfhipmeDt I'Glate,. 

6. W. ,beU.ve it important that a 3fJ Oetober de.dll .... OIl the .,tabUlhment of a 11. S. poaltiOll be met i. ordel' that it might be c_l'diaated with the Cioverament of Viet Nam &ad permit: appropriate .n"OUDce_Il~' by the two governmeata ia advaace of ally public oller. from the oppoliticm. 
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