
Tharnay. October 12. 1967 
2:15 p.lIt. 

I have had prepared this 
retro.pective .tudy of North Vi.tname •• 
operaUoll. at the DMZ. plus e"letelaCe -
pre .ellt cU.podtloll. aDd f1Uure batelltloll •• 

I thbak it wID batere.t you. 

w. w. ao.tow 
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" October 9. 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR M~. ROSTOW: 
t" . I 1.1 • . • 4 Each of·the last three summers the communists have planned .an~' I II . initiated major offensives: . . . , . I . 

,,, I 

I, ~ In 1965, they hoped to cut South Vietnam in two. .1' 
u I I" 
.." , ,. - In 1966, their objective was more modest -- .occupy and control bf the northern part of South Vietnam. I I' 

- In 1967, they merely hoped to (1) divert our forcbs from support of RD/pacification and (2) inflict a "miniature Dien Bien Phu" on our forces. ,,' . 
. . I 

I . .All of these offensives failed. They achieved the greatest degree o£ success this year -- when their objectives were most modest. .f\ltho~gh ~od Thien did not become a Dien Bien Phu, their strategy was partially succes~ful T in diverting forces that would otherwise have been used for in-country initidtlves. However, their offensive was costly and it did not stop -- but only slowed 1'~ . I our progress within South Vietnam.:' . I . - , I ,~ 
.' The most significant aspect of this latest DMZ offensive"~as the hetvy use of artille::y fires •. He began deploying artillery to the DMZ area in March, and at the peak in September had more than 100 artillery pieces which he could" bring to .bear in the DMZ area. " . ......... ., ~ 

," <& ". ,J I Enemy tactical operations during this period went through tnree phases. The first phase probably began in late February - early March and was qhar- I r acterized by a build-up of North Vietnamese units and heightened tactica~1 a'f~v:ftYI in the easter] part of the DMZ. This may have hit a peak in May with hea~t I 
: fighting thrOU~~hout the ar.ea resulting in numerous casualties 0,11 both SidesJl1' ", 

From late May through July there was a partial withdrawal of these units • .In early Augu t a new build-up began. :..... . . . "- I' .• ',' . .,' I . . . . .r 
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I' I 
, I , By mid-Sept mber, NVN strengths had probably reached a peak 

involving about 3~ 000 men -- the equivalent of three divisions supported 
by-two";"egiments of artillery. ,I'll I 

It I ' '." -" ... 
One rneasur 

and received: ' 

Ma] 

JUi 
Jul 
August 
Septembe 

of activity is shown by the comparison of fires deriverbd 

Fired by USMC 
" \ 1'/1/1 I' 

Fired byE~.em~ . 

17,887 4,405 
20,430 3,4,64 

I I 
I 

25,799 5,401 
38, 703 2,189 " I'I' 
28,087* 7,302 .1 I 

Enemy fires were at their peak from 19 21 September ~nd again on I I 

25 September when hey reached an all-time high. It was almost as thougj'l they 
had been ordered to use up all their ammunition, because from the 26th on there 
wa6 a rapid decrease in their £ire. I . 

By 27Septe 
Most of the 324 B D 
have cros sed back i 
equipment and repl 
S inc e they rerl'lain i 
immediately. ;fnec 

ber,: major elements had begun a withdrawal to the North. 
vision has withdrawn into the DMZ and at least two regiments 
to North Vietnam. These units could probably be given, new 
ements and be ready for recommitment in two months. 
the general area, they could probably be recommitted II 

. . . I 
-The failure f the NV to achieve their 1967 summer objectives can ~e 

attributed to some ombinatian of extremely bad weather, B-52 strikes,. ~ciluliter-
~ • I 

battery fire, tactica air; naval gunfir" atid aggressive small unit Marine ac~ivity. 

Meanwhile, e have detected a southward move~entof the 325 C Dlvil~i~n. 
This division could e used immediately in the Con Thien area, but we ha'{e nlo 
information on its mis sion. I , I, 

'j II "f 

I 
'" The decrease of artillery fire by Marines was due to the integrli'~ion 

of artillery fires with tactical air support and B-52 bomber support. Duri~g 
September, over 700 sorties were flown in the DMZ area by B-52's deliver,~ng 
approximately 20,000 ton.s of bombs on enemy weapons positions, s'taging al1eas, 
and unit locations.' '. ,. I, 
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In any event the N'orth Vietnamese hav.e the capability to resume, '" 
infantry activity at he pr:evious high level if they are willing to accept the ,I 
costs. We do not ktOW. however. if they can resume the previous high '. I , 
level of artillery fi e because we have no information on artillery casualtie's. 
guns and ammunitio destroyed or the extent to which weatlrer and air str~keSj 
may have interdicted thei,r ammunition supply, , 
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. . " Addendum A I 
" J 

. ., .... ". 

US De 10 me ts to the First Cor s Area. 

I 

. A rogr ssiv& buildup of US forces in the First Corps area has been 
under way si ce A ril 11 of this year as a: result of the continued enem'Y'thtfatl 
in the DMZ and Qu!.ng T.ri province., , "I, 

• j -I r 
. ' On AprU'U,"there were 73,761 combat Marine personnel ~nd 'to 'l~~ I 

. com~at Army pers
l 
nnel in the area. As of Oct,?ber 11, there wer~ 76, 72f! Icqmbat 

.. Manne personnel and 22, 198 combat Army personnel. 

. . The ArJy units involved in this deployment have been: 

Date 

Apr 11 

Apr 24 

May 8-

May 8 

Sllpt 1 

Oct 3 

Unit 
· 

196th Br,igade· 

3rd BriJde of 
,4th Divi1ion '. 

1 st Brigade of 
101st Airborne 
DiVision 

2nd 'Brigade of 
11th Cavalry ~. 

Division 

1st Squadron of 
1st Cavalry 
Regiment 

3rd Brigade of 
1st Cavalry 
Division 

From 

Tay Nian 

.Pleiku 

PhanRang 

Lang Bien 

,~ .-:-. 
United States 

Binh Dinh 

To 

Chu Lai 

Chu Lai 

, 
Chu Lai 

Chu Lai 

Cll,u Lai 

Chu Lai 

I 
,. 

Strength 

4, 5,00 f~prox. 

I 
4, 500 Approx. 

I 
I 

5,000' Approx. 
'. /1

11
, , 

, I 
I 

I 

1, 5bolA~prox, 
. I ' . 

I 
¥ I, I 

'i 1,500 pprox. 
,I 

I , 

1'1 
3, 'lOQ Approx, , 

I' 

I I T 
As can be seen, these units moved into the Marine positions in the, Chu 

T 

. Lai area and permitted 'the diversion of Marine units into the northern two jprovinces 
of First Corps and the DMZ area to meet the threat there. At present, III, MAt 
has the3rd Marine Division deployed in the northern two provInces, Qua~~ Tri: . 
and Thau Thien, with a total of five Infantry Regimental Headquarters and P , . I · . , , 

, • I 
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;,,£antry. Battalions 
Quang Tri provine 
Artillery battalion 
Free World Force 

SCRET' 

plus artillery and other support. In the DMZ .area' (inC!:l~ding 
in this area) there are 10 Infantry Battalions and s evenl plus 

The attached map shows. the present disposition of all 
in. the First Corps area. . . "" r 
.' .... . '1' . , . ., I 'J 

. '. . ,II 'I ~'" 
The effect of,.this has been to permit continuation of, TAOR and 

pacification efforts ardund Chu Lai,with Army units, and provide sufficiAN, 
force to counter enemy:bUildups. At the same time, although it has und9ubtjedly , 
slowed operations in other areas through decreased troop levels, Genel1p.l ' 
Westmo:t:~land has ,weighed carefull! each m .... o.'Ve and has only dive~ted thatlf~rce 
necessary for the· Job. " .. :...... . " . 
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