Thureday, October 12, 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Mr, President:

I recommend that you sign the
attached letter to Australian Treasurer
William McMahon acknowledging his
note to you of Octoher 3,

W. W, Rostow
Att.
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Gelrtv /3, /57

Dear M. McMahon:

1 was very glad to have your note of Qctober 3
and the message from the Prime Minister
which it conveyed. 1 anjoyed our talk and trust
that you had a pleasant trip back to Canberra.

Slnc.rely.

The Honorable
Willizm McMahon
Treasurer of Australia
Canbarra
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el ' : Shortly after I 88w you yesterday I quke
ST to Mr Holp on the telephone and conveyed to him the - . S
.Jﬁﬂfn““*H-subs ance of what you said to me about addztional alliqd el
T R Oontrlbuﬁlons in South V;etnam. L e ey

L c;ﬁj“‘ | . Mr Holt asked me o 1nform you that he T
e ‘ expected{ o make a public statement in thn House an Tuesday, ‘'

' - 17%h October or, at the latast on’'the & ulursday of that week ‘
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e T b The reasons for cnoosmng this day were, flrst

- . “that it Joula oe oactlcally wnwise to0 make a statement

A lmmealaoelj after the Capricornia by-election ‘which was held

= ' " last. Sauaraay, second, he will be speaking to Mr Holyoake, o

Tﬂa-' . %he Primd Minister of New Zealandi, between the 2nd and. 4%h

ek -a[w'of this ﬂonuh and clear ing our lines with him; and flnally,

B 1 tthat a statement of such importance should, on acgordance ,
. el -with normal procedures in Ausvralia, be made in tie House *
. Lot of Re o:esentaulves. As the House will be in recess from . *
<7 5th Qotober until 17th October, the Tuesday would be the - L
_ y,earllest date on which the statement could be made. ,43 i
o ‘The Prime Minister has also asked me %o lat-';b
: " you Tknow. thau it is our present intention to malntaln & ;;u'- "
V- " presence in Malaya. The size and dlsp051ulon of this . b .
. o .convribution will depend ‘on the size of our force$ in South
;”fswm“;f: Vmetnam and »he duratlon of operations vae :
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