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Monday, October 9, 1967 /F/LM’ JA/&/

8:55 a. m.
Mr, President:

Herewith an account of the inter-
view in which our message was delivered
in Paris, plus an account of a pre-
intarview set of conversations on an
iesue raised by M and A,

W. W, Rostow
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Kissinger/Read Telecon, October 8., 1967 (9:30 a:m.) -

October 8, 1967 M and A called on Bo at 9:00 a.m. Paris
time and spent 1% hours with him. As in the past Bo was
cordial to his visitors throughout the meeting.

. M and A handed the written portion of the

. message from Kissinger to Bo, which Bo read closely, M and
. A then read to Bo Kissinger's four "oral points', and Bo

wrote them down carefully in his own notes. (Mand A did l

not leave with Bo the "oral part of the messagde.) ;

o Bo told M to tell Kissinger how much Bo l'
appreciated K's personal efforts. Bo then dictated to M |,

and A the following short message of acknowledgement to K;}l“u

M and A have passed the note from K to B, |
In case B will have a reply to make, ke |
will make it through this channel."

: M suggested that Bo add a sentence saying:
that Bo was studying the message but Bo refused. ,
Bo then said on first reading of the written
note from K, it seemed to him that all that appeared after
the opening phrase stating US willingness to stop the bombing
. without conditions did in fact constitute conditions. In
'f;' pacticular B characterized as '"conditions'" the words "prompt!,
P "productive" and "in accordance with the proposal of AuguﬁtJZS".
. #]
M and A said that the latter phrase rea].llv*ll
meant that neither side should take advantage of a standown
of bombing while US/DRV discussions were i grocess,'aS'statfd ]
" in the August 25 proposal and the President’s San Antonio.speeq$; .
~In this regard M andA mentioned speciiically that serious hq{r
tilities in the DMZ would make productive talks impossible. !
(M and A noted that Bo made no rejoirder to the point abouty, the *
DMZ in the oral message from K or when they referred to thé‘[{V _
DMZ at this place in the conversation.) K
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L M ﬁsked wh?t Eo's response would be if the
harbhe G a0 oCE e Mere, faken out. - Bo replieg
answering. '

g

>
Bo read the third oral point in K's message. .
as referring back to the portion of the August 25 message whﬁch
referred to the possibility of partial limitalions of actions
agalnst the DRV because of the difficulty of“kReeping discussions
secret after bombing'stoppgg altogether. Bo said this was -
"elearly unacceptable',

Bo also referred to the "usual American |
double game''-~-that on September 29 or 30, US planes hit a |
school in Haiphong, killing 30 children. *

f

M and A underscored to B the new features |

in the Kissinger message. a
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Sunday, October 8, 1967 o

Memorandum of Telephone Conversation

Henry Kissinger telephoned me at home on Saturday evening, ‘
October 7, 1967, at about 6:40 p.m. He said he had tried but failed to, ,
get Ben Read, and he did not wish to call Sec, Rusk, Therefore, he
called me, - . |

e .

Kissinger reported that M and A had called from Paris. They
expressed the judgment that our message was weakened by the insertion
of the phrase 'in accordance with our proposal of Aug Jt 25th." M and A
said that Hanoi might find the message "unacceptable'’ beca.use it had
already ''rejected' our proposal of August 25th, |

I explained to Kissinger why that phrase had been inserted and its
essentiality, Kissinger then said it might be easier if M and A could | !. '
explain that the phrase was meant to cover the "assumption'' in the |I l
August 25th proposal and especially in the San Antonic speech. I said
that I would consult Sec. Rusk, ll

Sec. Rusk said that he saw no harm in their linking the 'in accordarice
phrase with the San Antonio speech but that M and A should understand tl'ﬁa.t
intermediaries should not do the negotiating for the principals,

I conveyed those two points to Kissinger who said he would so 1nforrn

M and A, - o
|

W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED, | :
Authority w%%ﬁ'// Lt

By %@ MARA, DatpL0-53 23'?/

FPOP-SECRE T/ PENNSY LA

COPY LRJ LIBRARY






