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Tuesday, October 3, 1967
10:15 a. m.

Mr. President:

You will wish to read carefully this
latest Parias item,

This 19 the first movement we've
had. What it means, [ cannot BRY.

We'll have to await arrival of the plece
of paper.

W. W. Rostow

TOP-SECRET--SENSITIVE

WWRostow:rln
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~ Telecons between Kissinger and Read | :
- 9:00 p.m., October 2 - 7:30 a.m., : e |

-

October 3, 1967 o | : , |

October 2, 1967 - Kissinger phoned M to read to - him .some of . : ‘
-+ (a.m.) . the editorial comments in the NYT and other o
o B US papers about the forthcoming nature of - o
President Johnson's September 29 speech.
By way of contrast K also read to M from the
_ Schoenbrun articles which indicated the
N - _ ' - extremely tough and unyielding DRV position
- regarding negotiations. K told M that his
colleagues in Washington were getting '
increasingly impatient because so little
~had come back from the DRV through this
channel. X gave M this information for M's .. ... ..
background :use during '+ M's scheduled f
meeting with Bo on October 4, and K did not |
L request M to do anything with this information
st T h prior to that meeting. :

October 3, 1967 - On his own initiative M went to see Bo and ' |
(p.m.) spent an hour and a half with him on the
- afternoon of October 2, although Bo reported
- that he was extremely busy (perhaps with a
visiting delegation). M told Bo that he hed
taken it on himself to ask for the appointment
to pass on information received from Kissinger g
because M considered it of such importance. |
He then told Bo of K's report of growing |
impatience in Washington and the feeling on
the part of K's Washington colleagues that they
had received almost nothing from Hanoi through
the M and A channel. - At some point in- the s
conversation.M wrote down a message to )
Kissinzer from Bo on.a-plece.of paper,.which-_ - _
Bo corrected-in Bo's- own-handwriting. .M . |
considered. the text.to-be-so+important that '
he was unwilling to describe~its content -
clearly to K on the phone but the .essence of
the message, as K understood it was as follows:
Talks.-between DRV/US:officials could start
almost immediately ajter. the .end of the
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bombmg ,al t.ho u,gh "che_.nw‘xem

) dlst&gption"hetweammxuu o
. 'talks-betweenr officials" ~and Formal TR
negotlatlonsumandaKﬂinfe:&_thatwthe ‘Forfner e
encompagsges’ preliminary. dlscussﬂxs concernlng

pEBEédures,Jagendas,metc.,hhut Jhe.cannot-be
certain,...Bo.(for: the firststime)=told*M—to _ ;
report-to—Bon—nmmdlately*byﬁphone K1331n°e:<s o
reactions sto Bo L message. R : | J

B .
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M thought the matter of suff1c1ent importance -

- to fly to Rome immediately after his talk with- -
Bo to discuss the situationh with A, and’ M and o
A called Kissinger jointly fram Rome to
describe the foreg01ng. A concurred in M's
unwillingness to describe the meéssage in more
detail by phone and they informed K thaflate=k -
on October 2. they had airmailed the.message. to

#X.in Boston.from-Rome. K advised-M-and=A._that
he was unwilling-to oive.hiswﬁéaétiqnsbgﬂphune
unt11 he had had:-a-chance- to stady'the ‘message
in.full.. " '

M will keep his scheduled meetlng with Bo
on Octobex 4. (A has gone to Lebanon on R
business for 6 days.) - .. R
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