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This is mainly intarssting because of the more
mature North YVietnamese assesament of
U. S. politics.
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Text:

_ In early September 1967, North Vietnam
Bl s2id, '"The Democratic Republic of Vietnam will definitely commence

negotiations as soon as the United States stops bombing North Vietnam. The 4.53{2)
Democratic Republic of Vietnam will under no circumstances enter inté any Y
conversation with the United States Government while bombing continues, but

the bombing is the only obstacle to negotiations." N 25 to what would

be talked about at such negotiations, B 'Everything, but it is premature

to discuss this while the bombing continues, '*

Discussing the effect of internal United States opposition to the Vietnam war,
BN :ithough the Democratic Republic of Vietnam was encouraged by
the extent of internal United States opposition, the North Vietnamese Government
has come to the realization that it ought not. to over-estimate the effectiveness
of such opposition, The Democratic Republic of Vietnam has observed that N
opposition so far has had no effect on United States Government policy. 1.3lajt
~opposition can be counterproductive in
that the head of a government does not wish to give the ir- iression he is negotiating
undex pressure; nevertheless, [ ''itiis up to the United States to make
the first move by stopping the bombing, %
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