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; . MEMORANDUM 
:.: . 

, 

' i: ." SUBJECT': . Soviet Aid to N01·th Vietnam 
';:' : i' 'i. ' 
·1' . 

'. !.' 

1. Press stlltemellts today commenting on 
Ko.sy.gin· S 1U1Il0Ullcement thll.t the Soviets would in­
crease, theil' a.ld to N01'tlt Vietnam included specula.­
t101l that the'Soviets We're a.lr.eady supplying North 
Vie·tllamw1th 'Q. bi11ipn dollars of aid annually. 
We find this speculation high • 

.2. .. ' Our current figures are: 
:,:,,' 

1lIiH tary Economic Total, 

,I .. ~ 

1965 200 (million) 85 285 

19.66 360 150 510 

. ·'1967 (pl'Ojected to 500+ 200 700.;-
end of yea.l') . 

3. The Weekly plans an article 011 the general 
subject of aid to N01·th Vietnam from all Communist 

. countries ·fol' publioation Friday, Octobel' 29 • 

. 4. The prom1seof increased military and 
economic aid is pretty much standard in these cir­
cumstances. The North Vietnamese official, Nghi, 
ha.s also been l'ecently in somG of the Jo.ast European 
CRpitals where he elicited sim .. lar pledges of aid. 
Nghi makes these tOUl'S l·egularly. The communique 
w1ucling up his visit to Moscow in the early fall of 
las t yea!;" a visl. t which had pl'oduced a new Sov1et~ 
North '~etnt\l\lese a.gl·eement 011 ecol101\1i(.; .:;oope1'at ion, 
also pledged fuller assistance. It sald that the 
North, Vietnamese could be helped "111 meeting the 
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l\eeds of its national economy and in coilsolidating 'the defense po tell tiaJ. of the country, taking' into aCco\mt the requil"elnen ts resulting from the llew sta.ge of the war ill Vietlla.l1I." 

5.' ThEll'e are ot.her examples of declal"ations of this kind. What it comes down to is that we "'learn little .aoout the quantity and quaU ty of' Sovie·t; as,sistance :from these officip.l statements. What we know about this has to come -from other sources., 

E. DREXEL GODFREY, JR. Dil'ector of Cul'rellt Intelligellce , ,; 
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VIETNAM AID 

MOSCOW (AP)-THE SOVIET l!NION HINTED TODAY THAT ITS AID TO NORTH 

VIETNAM, ALREADY REPORTED COSTING ABOJ ,:. $1 BILLION A YEAR, WILL BE 
INCREASED. 

THE HIT CArlE IN M-l OFfICIAL REPORT ON A KREMLIN MEETING BETWEEN 
AN AID-SEEKING DELEGATION FROM HANOI AND PREMIER ALEXEI N. ~OSYGIN. 

THE REPORT SAID KOSYGII~ AND NORTH VIETNAMESE DEPUTY PREMIER 
LE THANH NGHI "EXCHANGED OPINIONS ON THE SITUATION WHICH IS 
TAKING SHAPE IN VIETNAM IN VIEW OF A STEPPING UP OF AMERICAN 
AGGRESSION. THEY DISCUSSED PRACTICAL STEPS TO BE TAKEN BY THE 
SOVIET UNION TO GIVE THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE FURTHER ASSISTANCE TO 
REPEL U.S. AGGRESSION AND MEET REQUIREMENTS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
ECONOMY." 

THE SOVIET UtllON IS PUBLICLY PLEDGED TO ESCALATE ITS AID .TO 
MATCH ANY RISE IN THE u.S. WAR EFFORT IN VIETNAM. THE MENTION OF 

... ~A· STEPP!NG UP" SUGGESTED THAT INCREASED AID WAS BEING DISCUSSED. 
/ ... cc THE REPORT SAID "THE MEETING WAS MARKED BY A SPIRIT OF MUTUAL 

UNDERSTANDING, CORPIALITY AND FRIENDSHP." 
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