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September 28, 1967 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

Herewith the draft .. ecUtad aceordlq to yOlP' laatl'UCUoJU by 

Buaby. Kat.ellbach. Nibe. &Ad myaeU. 

It 1a aow 20Z3 worda. 

Bust a.acI Kae-eabaeh requat.4 that y_ make a COIUIc101l8 elecialoa 

oa the quaetloa of our _1III#1i c ... u.1ty £laure.. They recolalze the 

UV&Ala,e of ,lvlq the l1,,,re oa wo_eel retvaad to duty: but they 

quaatioa whether the Pr .. le1eat rathol' than the Peatagoa Ihowd haadle 

thb maUer. 

Neither Sec. .auk nor Stata nepartment 1101' the &teni,eace 

comm.uaity could _n dowa tbe etatiet1ca of caa.ltlea iD:lPOled ba the 

North verl"a election terrOl'iam la the South. Our commoa vlew waa 

to drop that itam. 

Jile.dy liked the .peech very mull 1nat thlDk. the Tonkin reaolatloa 

ahould aet be .ad. The othera belleve Ita .. e Ie OK In W. coatext. 

Led by Buby we an felt that what _ ... eded DOW .... a the clear 

atrolll a .. arti .. of the Preaideat'a podtloll a.acI cCi'mm"n1laat rather thao 

complex al'pzmentation. For what It 1. _rtb. ... all f.lt pretty ,GOd 

about the draft at the end. 

DETcRM!"V£n r(~ 6G :,)~ r-:~~~"""'-'Y1~£;,-;rh/f­
MAR!{IIQG. Cl .. :,'e.c~ "1'1'1 iE,f.'· I'L,S;'· 
SEC, 1.3 ,AND,-, '.,!'1!I;T':,; '146'-1C> 0'P-
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. 
I agreements; where it is maiming and murdering;. killing and kid-"' I 

napping; where it is ruthlessly attempting to bend free people t~·its'·will •. 
"""r'~;; 

The problem of Vietnam is a compound: 

of an insurgency that feeds on memories 
• i' -"I,,' - . . , 

the present facts 'of poverty and injustice; 

, ." 
of colonialism and'" 

- .•• ., ,.' "'~ l' 

·1 I l111" 
I 

-- and a powerful aggression that is spurred, not by idealism, 

.t;utby an appetite for conquest.i .·c. -'.' '·,·",i;;·{1·.,,-C. 

.' I 

/ 

. . I 

! ,> • ,: .-;;, .,.. r,r - r-:- -' :. 
- .. , ... -Into ih.ismixture of subveirsion and war, of terrol' 'and ho~,c~~:::1.-:~··-h-·'7·· ! -,.-=--.. -,,.,-,~~~~.;,, _.- ~!, .. j~":"! r:'-:";',~:-. r' .-"-_ 

. ':. Am~rica has en!,e't:ed -- with it, material power an:d m-';;:~l cor,;;ri;t;ffi(tt"~2'::r=: --. -:~ ., ... ,.... ...., I .. -_. ..-.. -.. .":~ 'C"'.;~.~ .. : •.. - .. " 

>I< >I< >I< 

., to 

why?' 

""1 '1'1 i 
Why should three Presidents and the elected representatives 

of our peo;le have chosen to defEond this Asian nation ten thousand 

miles frQt:n· American shores? 
, ". 

~.:~_ .. _ .. we_ cherish. freedom.~ - yea. We cherish self-determina·tio:i ... , .. , ...... 
1111' for all- people __ yes. We abhor the political murder of any state' c . 

... --,,- ... -. -.--' .. 

-:.,.".:::- -'-' 
",." . 

I ' .~ .... : . 

.. -~~. ',r!'~T 
I 

- ~ I .:::,' t' 

.. -. 
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byanc;th~r, .. and the bodily murder of any people by gangst;;s of whate:ve~ • 

"'~deOlogy.·~nd fortwenty-sevlln years -- since the Jays'~~Lend~~~'~~!' .-_." .... ~.. . .' , ... : . . ' ... :.t ... 1 ... :., < .. ':: .'. :··:';;~:~":::;··'I .. jr~~::i:;::~::.'.~, ""'" .. 
wehaV:e, .~,o~glft to strengthen free people againstdo~i.~~!~o.Il by , .~ r . 11.'1.: .' .~'" ...... - ..... .~, ...., ' .. ".' ",,(I, i .. , ...... '_ aggres\sive foreign powers. 

"'-" -." . , Ando:vel' these years every American President lias had to'l ' .. , , .. . ...•... ... "" ' .. r .'.', -.. ,....,. 'I" .,.' '1 ... 
·····answer a'basic question: ,. " ... 

.I""':' . l~·I~'.~~opposed aggression a threat .: ... ' . . 

. . ".-., 

.... 
- - not .011.1y to·the 

1 t . _ ":- 'P' , •. ~ ~·.t 

itnmediir ," ,., ,_.: ---<-
... ~.~;.:... - -

victiI,'I'l .• ·Au~:to th,e ultimate peace ,,:.' .. " 

" " 
· .. ""e are a'part? 

.-r'" 
and security of t~e wor~~:~fw~i.~~.:;.!I'''':' 

. . .. ,. _.:::;"'.. ..··'··· .. "·'..;··r~·rr·····'· ".",:., .. " , 

-- Would our. own security be at stake if the strucflire . , 
..', ...... ,., 

of ,or.c,lp~;·::·.ti:' .... 
: .. :.;.'~ •. ·.)I·:,;,jOl' , 

. which Ame~~ca has supported ove.r these 27 years were' to erode.? ·"',;!I:';.'· 
· :.':r.;.'" 

. That is the question to which DWight Eisenhower and John. 

.. ,,;- :0' 

.. 
Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson had to respond in facing the iljsue of . ... :.: . . 

. ' .... ,. :::'. ":1" . 
. , Vietnam. ..:/ •.• , - "'I 

..~,.,., ...... M. 
:,' ·1· .. • "¥," 

.... ' That is the question to which the Congress responded when the;. ',,' 
,." .. ::>., .Congres·s· de clared in 1964 that 

. 'f' •• 
,.' " 'I 

.'Tt';,H'rjl' ; ..... ; 

as the President ,. 
f' . . 

"the United States is, therefore, prepared, 
. 

.,.. " determines, to take all nE.cessa,:y steps, inclu.ding the use·of. I. 

· ,:, .... 
armed force, to assist any member' or protocol state of .the. ....', , 

Southeast Asia Collective Defe.nse Treaty requesting assillta:n~J" . 

in defense of its freedom." 
., 

Those who tell us now that we should abandon our commitmep.t,'I"· 
..... 

.:. that securing South Vietnam from armed domination is not worth. 

!'" 

"' •• t, • . 
. .~' " .. 

; ',' 
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. the price We are paying -- muat also answer this g:u(3stiO'n, 
:: .•.... - " 

. ". test the·y".~;is·t meet is this: what would be the consequence 

I, . " ',',,, 
"'1 .)~. ;.'.1 . 

.. -,,' '-.:'f,:\' ")"'i+,' 
'-

~.~. . " ............ ·.~., ... _ .. ,.<!" .• ,'.:.:I .• ," .. I .M:' 
armed, aggression against South Vietnam succeifd.:',.What,would f.6j11o'J1r :, .... 

. . .' .'-" . ",·.;,:f ;:.: 
- in the months and yeal's ahead? What kind of world are they pre;pa:r~p. , 

.-. ./ 

to Ii ve i.n a de cade from toni Jht ? 
"j. 

For those who have borne the responsibility for decision T.; .,1."':11" ; ... 

I 
during these past ten years, the stakes have seemed c~ear __ and high .. 

President Eisenhower said in 1959: ! ' 

"Strategically, South Vietnam's captu;;'e by" the Communists 
/ 

would bring thell' power several hundred miles into.a 

.. ","'1" 

hitherto free region. The remaining countri'es in Soutlw~st ,. , 

Asia would be menaced by a great flanking movement, , 
.,' I The freedom of 12 million people would be. lo.st immed,iately, 

and that of 150 million in adjacent lands would be serioUlily . 

endangered. The ~oss of South Vietnam would set in motion 
. " ". 

t'.· ,. 

I ' - ._ •••• ' :.;"': -"- .. ~,~. 
" a crumbling process that could. as it progressed, have···.,::··: : .. . 

I . . ._ . ......... -:. .. 
! ':.. ,.: ... 

• ,.,.. i - - - .. 

grave consequences for us and for freEl~om" .. " 
I ,_. 

, ._"_~ '0, _ ........... _._. __ ._._. 

... -~ ...... -.- <.. .. 
~" .. .' "-. 

. ~ ·~··:~F;:~i!:-~~~::1:1·~:~ -:. .. --. , . ~.-., ~ - ,I 

Anci:'President Kennedy Sjaid in 1962: 

""'. . " ... withdrawal inl~he case of Vietnam 'and the 

. '. - ,. .... ~-, ... --.' -, .-::.,..:.;;,:... .. ".~ ... ': ,.~- ... -.... .." ... 
. ,-.. ," 

case of 

, Thailand might m~an a collapse of the entire area."· A: .:~ .. , 
. - - : ' i 

-.• ...... r.:~-

'--. 

year1later, he r<.:a~firmed that 'We are not-going to 

" withdraw from tha~ effort. In my opinion, for us to 

." . 1 

, .,' 

,. 
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... -- Ir rr"ll'J"T'" . . . , 

.withdraw from that effort would mean a collapse not only . 

10f So~th Vietnam, but Southeast Asia.~o we ~reg~i~g";' 
-: . Ito stay the re. ,,' ' 

. This ~s not simply an American view. Let me call the roll '1';'-' ........ . 

. those who .l~';'e .in the region - - in the great arc of Asian and P;!.cific 
1 

nations -- ,nd who bear responsibility for the fate of thei,r peoples." 

. , ...... . 

: . .,,'.7" ..•. 

i.·· .. ,.···· 
1 __ 

1:-;;' . 
! 
i-·· 
i 
" r 
i 
1(:: ", ~ , 
I'" . 
I 

I 

Presil:lent Marcos of the Philippines: 

.; ··,I:'V;etnam is the focus of attentionnow .•• it may happ~~ to' ....... 

\ 

iThailand or the Philippines. or anywhere. wherever there 
! 

''1'' .••. 
'lis misery, disea;;e, ignorance ... for you to renounce'" .. , I .. 

. 1 , 

your pOl'ition of ieadership in Asia is to allow .the Red; 
'11 ' 

Chine se to gobb l~ up all of Asia. " 

·Foreign·Minister Tha.nott Khoman of Thailand: 

"I The America~7 decision will go down in hi$tory' as·-th ... ·'1" .. -:·· ...... 

I·.· 

'move that prevented the world from having to face another. 
. ~ 

major conflagrati.on. " 
".4' t'", 
:~: ',!:.'.' " . ..... , .... , . Prinle Minister Holt of Australia: ,,' 

:'.:.: ";i;f: ··.b·. '.~: ........ ":-:-.. '~'" 

• I 

':' :'''';''.'. fi,",'" 
"We are there because while Communist aggression:persists 

. . .... , ... ~ • • I. '. . 

the whole of Southeast Asia is threatened •. " . ... 
'./ ,~ ~,' "."" ' 

·J'!~.ii7~ '~T .~ 
Pres'identPark of Korea: . , , 

"For the first time in our history. we decided to dispf-t9 .. ~.· .... . 

. . . . ..... i~ .. . ~~.::'~. :.~.1' ... ~.:. .. . 
our combat troops overseas •.• because in oUl"'belief~nY'f '!,.' '-'j.' 

..-

.... :::~. :;".:j": .. ~~~ :::'::." 

.' .. 
.... .. '1" . . i 
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of Vie~~~~ ;~presenteCill.;)' , ,aggression against the Republic 

direct and grave r,-,el1ace against the security and peace 

of. Free Asia. and therefore directly jeopardized the very 
., n , 

security and freedom of our own people. " 

Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman of Malaysia: 
,".-: . '!'-

, ... ~ 
" 

r ... ~ ,. !I,J 1 

"It is the Communists who are the aggr,eBsoii'aitd the ,;", (;rr 

source of all the trouble in Vietnam. 
I. 

But for .the Amerlca'n 

intervention. South Vietnam would have been butchered'/''';''i'' 

, , 
and massacred by the Communists. II 

Prime Minister Holyoak'" of New Zealand: 
i 

" 

I .. , "", '''I' 
"We can thank God that America at least· regards aggression 

. - .. '" . \ . 

Prime';Minister of Singa,pcire. Lee Kuan Yew:· 

.... . ..... . I . . .: ...... .t' -

,III fe'el the fate of Asia -- South and Southeast 'Asia 
-_., .. 

decided in the next f~w years by what happens' ~ut in Vietna:~. II 

I cannot tell you -- with certainty -~ that a Communi.st conquest:::: 
... , ,~ I . 

.. "of South Vietnam 'fould be foHowed by Communist s~bversion and 

unendurabla:political pressure throughout Southeast Asia. 
, ' 

I cannot tell 

you ;.-~' with certainty -- that a Southeast Asia dominated b¥ Communist , 
" " ". 

power would bring a third World War much closer to terrible reality. 
.. ..- • • . , . or .. 

One could hope that it would not be so. 
.~ ~ ... ,/,; il':~" : ...... . 
, " , , "i"r 

1 

" 

/ 

•• =.."1 ..... .'-..... 
... - .. .. -.- .-: ' 

. ', .... 

.. _ . 
.. q .. 

'J .. :: 

........ - .,1" i 

·'''1 
" 

I . •... 
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.' .' , './ ' 

, .' 
... " .. ' . ': .. ". --.~_ ·,~7;.'~:,:.r.'~r .'.~:' 

..' '. i ,I.": ,."lI~I" ,. 

But all, that we have learned in this tragic century tells us it 
I 'I. 

"'--- -

;..~ ...... , ... .. ... , 
... ,.would·be·:'.i9, ..I believe it would be 80.· And. as Presideritof the Uhlted ., 

. . ..... , ... ". · ..... ·'1' .. · 
: ':"::·.~St;;t~s,'· (~':n,,,:otprepared to gamble the security -~ indeed. the. ... (f, ,_ '., . 

existenc~.--. of this nation merely on hope 'and WiS.~r.~lt~i~~in:~._::,~':'~FI!;;::.~'~:..:.~~'-'· 
-C'"~-:- I a:~ ~~nvinced that by seeing this struggle through~. in ' 

'" ... ~ .. .-vietnat:n •. we',· are reducing the chances of a larger. wCi.r -;;'perhaps' ... 

':a nuclear w~r. 
, 

., ..•. , 

I would rather stand in Vietnam. in our time. and by meeting' . 

t:us danger I)-ow. reduce the danger for our children and g,randchiidre'iC 

- ,'.j", 

.. -' " 

i 

j 
J 
! 
I , 

* * 

, •.. 

''1'" ',,'" 
. ",. 1., 

,..-'" -

".:" .. ,.,., "It ' 

'., -.' 

, , 

':"i' 

---_._-----.-------------

... : ... 'T1"·· 

.. ·-··~"!I·-"lTIJlr·- .,-'. 

. ',. 

. . -- ..... r' 

, , 

. , 
I': 

"!', ',.;' ,," 
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.", .... 
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* * 
':~::.:', .. ,.,' " t want to turn now to the struggle in Vietnam itself."" .. ".".,' .. " ... , .. .. " , 

. .,.,~ •... .", .. ""'11"',:'-' ':~.-'" 
••• - I 

Tn,; re are questions about this difficult war that m~st trouble"·:.;,:::.:':':."; ...... "",, .. 

every thoughtful person. Let me put some of these questions 
." •• 0< 

.. ',., give you the best answers I know. 
I 

. , ... , 
',r 

ana' 

", ., 
T;-,,/·PIl":;:··· . 

To, 
First, are the Vietnamese -- with our help, and that of their" :,:, 

. 'j"' 

"'other allies -- making progress? Is there forward movement? " 

.. -- -' 

The reports I see make clear that there is steady progress '. T T 

and forward movement. 

Certainly there l!.positive movement toward constitutional II'" 

i· _: 
j 
i"" government • Thu~ far the Vietnamese have met .the political schedu!le 

. i they laid Clown in January 1966. 

The people wanted an elected l responsive govern'ment. 

: i' wanted it. enough to brave a vi,cious campaign of Communi'/lt terrol)' and 
. ~ II , .. , I' ' '", 

.j .. assassination to vote for it. And, on November fir.st, a legitimate 
... ~I.';:'M· -' .. ,. • r . 

I elected gov~rnment will be inaugurated and an e!ected Senate and 
I 

1
: 

"legislature' 'installed. Their responsibility is clear: to answer the 
I , 

·'·desir'e'~"of"the South Vietnames~ people for self-det'ermination: and ''':',~.: .. 
. " . I 

I 

peace;' 'f6r"anai:1:ack oncorr1.lpilon, for' economicdeveJ9.P#lent andr:·)!~:··-~·"c·· 
'Ii ' , ,.' .. .. , "}:':~'!.r:::~~~,:::·,,~ ~ , 

social justice:" ,', .. ~.~ .. - .;" . ,-. ," -.' .;. ," 

'. '. 

There'is progress 

'" 

" 

" I 

I 
in the Iwar itself ~- dramatic progress. " 

''"f---------;------' ---,,----~-,,----,,-.. -.--'''.-

" 

I""" 
"",',1" 

"i"'li'I" 

• ,.,,'0' 
."." " 

." ..... ~ 

/7(, 
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...... ,. " '1-' •.. 
. .... , 

'\' "T" T 
. '''4:; ,~ .. :' ,,' 

The .campaigns of the Jast year drove the enemy fl' .. om many _," 

t·:· of their mj50r interior bases. The military vi.ctory almost wi.thinl '::".- .. 

r-- Hanoi's grasp in 1965 has now been denied. 

i" on the peo~le is being broken. ' 

I..S~+lCf.:6ur commitment of major forces 
j:" . I 

The grip of the Viet Cong 
, ' 

..... , .. ' 

i" ::i!::" 

in 1965,_ the proportion' 
, '. I' IP', 1"1 _'. 

of th~ pop~lation living unde,., Communist control has been reduc-ed.. ;:., 
I 

well under' 200/0. Today ab01;t two-thirds of the people in South, Vietni..m 
. '" ., . 

~. -.', .. 

I" 
r live inse(m,r,e areas -- and in the contested area-s; the tide coritliiuJ;li'to'-

.. " .• ".~ .. 

.r , I , . 
. run with us. 

, ."" 
But·the struggle remain:> hard. The South Vietna:r:nese. hav~';"lrl''';''-' ....... ,,"'-' 

-- --.._.-:---.- , 
~ ... ' :::~ (1fT"' 

.: suffered severely, as have we -- particularly in the First Corps \l-rea:; 

'in the North, where the encm.y has mounted his heaviest attacks,' aTu:lr 
• I,~ '~''f' '- .,'. 

where his' ;~ines of communication to North Vietr" in areshorteiilt .... :'·.';,/'-. " "'; __ 
_ . I ~" _ , .. . ..... , .... ",,?(: ";i~::.;'· " -:~" ; 

i.0urcasualties in the war have reached 11, 000 killed in. ,,"ction, anej. .. '~ 
.... ', ... " 

85,000 wounded. Of those wounded, we thank God that 79, OOOh13ov,,/, 

been returned, or will return to duty. / 
r".·· 

fknciw: there are other questions'on your minds; for instance: 
" ...... i ''-'''' . .'; "1"':::' "Whynot'n~otiate now?" The answer is that we and, oWl-South" 
-t·· 

.'" .'.-_ .. 
I';I',JI" 

Ie .... ,"',. . 1 . 

" .vietnamese·allies are wholly prepared to negotiate now.---

I 
I am ready to talk with Ho Chi Minh tomorroW. 

I I am ready to have S~cretary Rusk meet with their For~i.griN1i:~i~ter" 
! 
i'" .' tomorrow. 
i 

.... ' .. , .... ' -. 
.. "1' 

'I~ ;·.1"1·· .... 
" .... ;. 

i 
I I am ready to send a trusted repre sentative to any spot ·on thi~ 

I 
j'. ' 
! ... 

earth to talk in secret with a spokesman for Hanoi~ 
......... IT' 

.. 1,\ 

.. ~ I 
7:> ' 
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~:":T: :~j:i:::::;: 
"II • 

';', . 
'- .... 111(. <:/'}'1'" 

. I ,1"" . ...... ; 

: I am ready to have th" issue of Vietnam dealt wi~h by the United 
! ' , '. , , 

Nations • 
. \ . " I ......... " , . . 

We have made this very clear to Hanoi -_ 

parties. 

, I 
directly and througlt'tHird 

, 
, . ..,.If'" 

';~;;:~ve-'~n~~r~ed Hanoi again and again t" ;Xth'e'c~iied ~t'~~;~!f!;t',"i':C:':""" , I 
, ,": ", .... 

is willing immediately to, stop aerial and naval bombar~kne~t of Norili 
..... • I .n r'l' .r":1:I"· 

Vietna~ when this will lead promptly to productivedisi::~ssion. , .. , 

",;''':'!:I;-;'; "J:. ::~.,..,:,:.-. 

':"" 'iI" But Hanoi has not accppted any of these proposals: 

It is by Hanoi's choice -- not ours, not the world'lI -- that'w;;'r 
, ..... 
" ' 'l=0ntinue s. '.'~·i "" " ' ,. . 

,-.". I, ',' .. .... ~ -" ., ... ~. .' '.' ", ',-;' . 
.. . :'" .. -. ,: ". "i'" ..• " 

"\Vhy,in the face of military and pOlitical progres,s in-the South" " . . . , 
I:' I • 

and the'bu,rden of our bombing in the North, do the'y p,er ~list with the' "';'ar? 
. I.". • .•••.. ,," ',.r,,_:' I, " 

;From many Sources the answer is the sarn:e ... ·They still hop~,:'tl¥at" 
, . "", ' I 

-. , ,/',1' -'II': I"" 

.. the people of the United States will not see the struggle through to the 

end. As one Western diplomat recently in Hanoi put it: "They believe 

, ' 

their staying power is greater than ours'and that they cam't lose .... A 
, ,f 

visitor from a Communist capital said" "They expect the war to be ,long 

and th;l.t the. Americans will in the end be defeated by a breakdown in~ 
. ..~ ._" r.· .. ;· 'Ill , .... 

morale. fatigue" and psychological factors." The"P~~~ier of'Nol'thn '/ 

, Vietnam said as far back as 1962: "Americans do not l~e long, 

" inconclusive war. Thus we are sure to win in the end. " 

Are 'the North Vietnamese right about us? 

, 
I 

" ·:'i··:,',', 
.I,i'j" 

/ 

.-~, .. ~.;:- ,. 'r ,. 

, , 
, . ! 

" 
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. ., .. ., ': .... . '. ,'.' 
.; ........ . " ' .." 

, 
.••• I •.• ~ .• 

.,.-. . .... ~o-

~.~ ..... . ,No. 'They'are wrong. It is the common failing of totalitarian 
. ...... 'J 

,. I ... 

regimes, that they cannot understand the nature.o£ our democracy; 

) 

~they mistake diss~nt for disloyalty; 
." ': ., ! " ., 'I' 

--''w they mistake rest~essness for a rejection of policy; 
- .·.'~··"~~"·ll~t·.:·· 

.,~ h' . k £ '£' . I I J"I' ....-.. t ey mIsta e a eW commIttees or a couritry. "" '," __ _ 
""; - --,"-

They are no better suited to judge the strength andperseveranc;--' 
·"·'.i 

: ... 

.. -.,..-.~-

,of Arnerica';,thanthe Nazi and Stalinist propagandists were. 
. .. .-=.::7' , ... ", :' 

, .1"" -, 
It. ~'-.I~ -.~ ;1'_ r-. -~. 

'I 'I' 
, __ .tragedy tliiit'tliey must discover these qualities in the Amelrican" " '" -,- ,-

~ I 1:-:" 11 T: t ... ~.: ~~~:~...:~:~: __ •. 

,e W")9 -" ' ' 

.... , 

people through a bloody war. 
.• • I 

-;.,.",-," 

And, s,oon or late, they will • 
• ..... w •• 

.... ".: "Therefore, we shall continue to seek negotiations -- confident 

.' ... - "."1 '.",11' 

, that reason will at last prevail; that Hanoi will realize that it cannot ,"" 
• '11 

"win; that it will turn away from fighting and toward b~ildin'" for 'it';'," "'." " 
".. I "I' ,. '''I''';~'' , 

, own people. i 

* * * .... : I I " 

, ,';;;':'::-

Since World War II this nation has met and mastered man;"'" -, r '1-:- T 
challenges -- Greece and Turkey, Berlin, Korea, and'Cub'a'. 

We-m~t them because brave men were willing to risk their lives 

.'; , ..... 

tho:,e who carry our colors in Vietnam ",t this hour. 

The..price of these efforts has been heavy, indeed.lIlut the 
, " 

... "''''-'' 

price of,not haVing met these challenges and seen them th;ro~gh :""6~i~T' ' 

""ha.ve been bastly greater., 

We ,know it. Our friends know it. And our enemies know'it-,-'to'(1C" ' 
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Andso'we shall press forward. . ' ,. 

Two !things we must do '-­
r 

two things we sbr;lldO; 
. ,"~. . ';;. 

First. we must not mislead our enemy. 

,," :' ",I , ........... ,' 
4_'~~';'1' "'" t 'I"" . 

, , 

,',,' 

~. -. 
. ':r_,' '::;\' )." 

,1:,;('11,t,::>< , ... ". ~~~.'-
..""- " 

" 

" Let him not think that debate and dissent will produce wavering,;' 

and withdrawal. For they won't. \ ' r·, 
,,"" ," " 

Let him not think that protest will produce surrender. Because 

i":, it won't., 
, ' , 

"'\'" 
I to,' ,.,- " 

'1 •. "-j'''''.:- Let him not think that he will wait us out. For he won't. 
, 

I' Second. we will provide all that our brave men reqllire to do the 
I 

"'y:'::::~;::~.:' 
I!':';,; . 

',I"" job that must be done. 

They have our prayers 

tdeepe st f!lr~titude. 
and our heartfelt, praise -- and o;;,'i- """,' "," 

, 

I For. because of them -- because of their s.acrifice-- because of 
J": their devot~~'n --' our nation an~ our world are safe. 
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