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'1-!EMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 25. 1967 

, CONFmli:Nl'TAT,_ 
E'YES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR WALT ROSTOW 

1. Walt -- the attached correspondence reflects an ,unfortunate 
misunderstanding between Congressman John Moss and B¢>b Komer. We 
received it today. 

2. By war of background: Bob's cable on Mas s Committee criticisms 
(Saigon 4420) mentioned a "friendly letter" he had sent Mass. We asked 
for the text and Bob subsequently sent copies to Washington. It now seems 
there was also a letter from Bob to Ogden Reid (apparently sent on an old­
boy basis but which we probably couldn't have done much about had we 
known). 

3. Reid let Bob down and made his letter available to Moss on 
September 18. Moss may have over-reacted to his letter from Komer 
but it is the note to Reid which seems to have set him off. He still has a 
report on the pacification program scheduled for release in about three 
weeks. 

4. Moss has also sent copies of the correspondence to Secretary 
Rusk and Ambassador Bunker. I would like to leave to YOl-lr-judgment 
whether the President would want to know about this. If so, would he 
prefer to leave the business of mollifying Moss to Bunker and Komer 
or to have ahattempt at feather-soothing done fror',:this end:? In the 
latter case, should Rusk lead (Bill Macomber?) or regular White House 
liaison (Barefoot Sanders? ), or this office? 

Attachment: 

"T-'-----

Exchange of letters between 
Congressman Moss and RWK. 

, CGNFXBENTU T , 

___ ._,,_, ______ ...--__ ~ ___ ._, __ 'R 
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JOUN E. MOllt, CALI!":, CHA, 

POnTER HARDY, JR., VA. , 
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NINETIETH CONGRESS 

llCongre£l£l of tbe 'ijjiniteb ~tate£l 
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OODEN It. R ... ". N.Y. 
DDNALD RUM8P'ELD, ILL. 
tIOBERT PouI:. KANS. 
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FOREIGN OPERATIONS AND GOVERf':lMENT INFORMATION SUBCOMMITTEE 
O~THE 

COMMITTEE ON GOVfRNMENT OPERATJONS 

. "AYElURN HOUSE 0 ...... ': BUIL.DING. ROOM e371 .. B 

. WASHINGT I N, D.C. :::051$ 
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S~ptember 20, 1967 

~tt. William L. Leonhart 
Special'Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear ~. Leonhart: 

, -I -\' t •. I). "\ ~, 
\~, .. ' ,--

Enclosed are copies of correspondence exchanged 
with, Ambassador Robert W. Komer on pacification 
programs in South Vietnam. I tho ht these letters 
might be of some interest to y-.. - .. -- . 

JEM:paj' 

Encls. 

JOHN E. MOSS 
Chairman 

"--~,.,,, · .... -'-~~·-I 
I. 

Copy lBJ l1!lRA'liY 
-,----
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COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 20515 ." 

!\tl.llaS.\lII.!:lor Ro~rt. \'1. li:0Jll!!;r 
£mb!1;'$l!;y' of the Ult1~ed Stll.tell of _ric!! 
$c.i~on. Vioatn&A 

.... :" ... 

tour letter'to me d&t(;ld iIll.gt<st 29, '],,907 on tile pl"o);!,ricty 1)1' viewB I ezpr!!Slled to Zecrctl'.ll"Y ot S\:t.lt,e Della R1.I<ll\; ~latln!;! t:> tba ~t.lC1ticat,'ion prilgl'lIla 

: "':" 

in South 'lJi(lta,\~, "IDl): of:?(!ll.sj:re. FUJ:ltll.<>m?re, ;':.>111' llote to Congr>:IlIl:!lUan Ot;Iden ~1d~ .f'(l.."lldne Il!.illorit:r wcmlxl!r of the lJubc~')j.~tee on FOl'Il~ OJl(Orlttiol1ll alld GovClrtmlent lntol".naUon, C=J.~tee on Cowr~ti:nt 0veratlcns. vu1t1SUltiD«. .eo~h of thtlse ~un!(!\tt:f.01'l.$ :rev"~\l a laok or undCl'l!it&ll~ et ttd! r¢le of Ii CODDeaUOlUil 1n'1Q~ti€at1y~ e~aittee. 

. ~e stl.tt.e!:-ent ill ym:r letter th:;.t. "I't is O:l\l.y l~r to sat that 10ll an4 thR ettllti' did not. eXj?Nlla vigorous Z'ellE!l'vutionli 'to US out here dtiriUg fOUl:' tltlll'," is .\:lot <1ccnrn.te. I take strons and vlti:lroua exception to tllat Itat~mellt. " .. ' ... ' $,~. 11mballsad-.r. Ilince it is simp1r .not twe. D\u.'$.US the periOd 01' W .tIl;,- ~ . Viet.tl(Oll my c'Jl.l;;;:t,::::ne. Ccngrevsm~.n Jeffe.ry Cohelan. alld I IIlliGnt ll1~t: 01' our time wi th you and other I>cn:I.or Imd op.(/r~tll'.,€; Qf'tic1nls 01' the lIds~lon d1$CUIlIl111li! the 
o p:roole!!21l. nl;;d',i; l(:; to l?<lcitic~.tion. ~is Wa$~ODe ll!)t only !Jl ~go~ 'but in D.hn ,Uea z;uC! in l'llla 'r:rang. Add1tion!t11;,. IItmor ~o.t.tlo&t1Qll repre4entativea mat with U!'J {,):;d ISdected I!tllf:f' llte.nibnll in Sl1is;m fer II. detailed d1squsdon ot p:c:::io1\llltl.l in the pacirictlUon llrel'l. it,. Ill,,,, %l1et at. l'ltngtll ltt th GeneJi'al Creishton Abr&!li# er.d Mr. Wil:C.<Il La.thra.~. lou l'.ro~.'bly do not "/111 Ill! that wh:l.ltl COaerltllSillall ,Cohalan l!nd. I wllre thum ~ne.~~ed ~ otbel' ll\I!llIberll Gt stiif ataf:l' were loolt1nSl into other lllcttl!!re tlJat engazed thG inte:rest 1'1Ot oul.'r Qf c~no:esmnan. aeid but ot other J;;e;;uoers of illY :rnbcOllllllittee frn:Qwr a fes:¥: end a ha.lf'. ~he $~art or the . subc(').'1l:::d.ttee hall th~:rei'on Ilcquired Wllll' I consider II; I:ubstanth.l. .)\pert1 •• in the,,!! mattera," 

}til'. Atlbll{lsador t throughout aU 'Iq lIIIlet1l1g41 1 e%!;>re1!Jfled my .trong ObJllotiO"-s to the recent chane;ell as .. 11 &1.1 m::I g;ra.ve cQOOe~',; fo:&' tM hck, ot: mc:anixlsf'..al. Pl'Oe;rc:;ss in tllill area. 'l~ you cite the:.:act of e~. :;;~ in 10,37 v1lJ.a{>ell and 4616 ll:!Ullletlf '" in/l1catiolt <It p:r~eES, ma:y I. . you there a.nt over 2500 vi~ea &I:ld U.500 hamlets in SoutL "ietlllllll. . 

.. ,,, , . 
'.'-.';', '"1' 

T'c,:'-,;,Y;:;:;;a'T7,'" :'.' \ \ 
copy lRJ L1BR.\~Y j \ 

, --------_ .. ,'-,-----------'-'-'-_. 
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" I alfP~oi!·.\te ;your eifel!:" to Zetllliihio ~~.1tte.'llltornuad ~,w ,,'" llat.1E~Y ~ doubtll which may lllive v'isen lUi ~, NSul.t of C\U' ~ ftcent ',"" trip to Vietnam. X eM 0%113 U~ y.m thtlt W~ IIIlOOo:zmdtt.ee ",111 cOl!lt1nue t!l tMint-ni.r. '~ very tl::o:i.'QU@l Sll:I.'veUWI(l(t ,(d pr.1Im8 tmcl operaUona 1:1 V1et:mlll. 
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,~:, . JOHN E. MOSS 
,<" ,," 

D.earGongre13sman Moss: 
, .... "., ...... ,' ..... 

. ' '.. I was quite non-plussed to see from your recent. letter to Secre .... 
tilly )tusk ·th<i.1: the foreign' Operatiens and Gevernment :tnfermation Sub- .. 

· (zommi:t:f;ee is ~!deepiy:cencerned abeutthe iack. 'Of meaningful. pregress .. 
and refo:rminth~. 'lagging '~md·.floundering pacificatieripregram. II Since '. 
the.subcbmmi:t1;eeiin:d· .• staff, we!rHablete undertake only a VEjry iimited . 

· investigati"u . Qf'paC:t'f:icatic:in bec(l.)lse 'Or their many' etner :!inquiries '" 
· during their. recent brief visit to Vietmi.ni, I nepe that be:f/ere drawing 
any firm cOnclusiensyou Will allewus out here to explain in more de-
.tailwhat~and theGVN are tryingte accompiisn. Indeed,we would' 
.)ie:l.c'Onif;anet~er·.vi!li1:"by the !;lubcemmitteeor staff. fer the purpose. ... -." ,. ,,' ,-.", -," . . , 

:. .·.·,:ItiseUly :rair:'to say 'thatyduarrd the staff did nete~press any· 
.. ,such vigorous . reservations about pac;i:ficatien to uS <:;>ut helie' during . 

.... yourstay;·:tnst,ead,you showed c,oncern.dver possible. "miii1j:arization" 
and!'Amf,P;ican;i,~atien'! of .the pacificatien program. I had lj.opedtnat . 

· :we.had '. #Cl,ssuied. yO)l.adequately en poth sceres. We have U()Jintention·· . 
"'ofattempting'te takeoye~ tl1eGVN'spacification pregram, . which we· '.' 

regard. as their. 'business, We. can 'only suPPOrt and advise. Moreever, ' 
after 'four. monthstexperiencewiththe new U.S. civil!militaryteam, 
lean assure you 'that.civilians remain in the key position$of responsi-
biti tyu.nd~r . the U ,S.military commands for all pacificati~n suppert • 

. ' '. For exam.i>le:.~bout'balftlJe Senier ~ev:tncial Adviser positions are ...... 
. . filled by c~vil:tai:is~en.though the bnlkoftheir staffs ~remilitary .• 

~. So are aU of the}ieYdepu.ty . slots at the corps level. 1 personally .... ·· 
. manage the en1;ll:e,'~,ifici?-tien· advisory' program 'as General lVestmoreland's 
deputy. and :thEi.~~ig()n;staff responsible for pacification is headed by 

· .another Civilian,'Wade Lathram •• It incl.udesmany more civilians .than 
· mU~t~ .. " .. Wfil,.aJ:;eAJ:1.inQ.d~ngel::ofbeitigBUbm!lrged or milit<irized. You 

candependot;l. :/:1; .• ". <: ." .. ..... '.' .... . '. . . . 
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were elected ini.,63~ villages and 4.616 hamlets 

.' .' 
For these and many other reasons Ambassador Bunker. Genel:alWestmoreland, 

and I are all" increasingly pleased with the slowly growing mbmE)ntum .:i.npacifi­
cation. HhHe it still has many flaws, theGVNfs 1961progi!Urtisfa,rsup~'riorc 

. and achieving far greater resuLts than it did j.n 1966, when :it· really first . 
got imderway. I am unaware of a single category in which there has been over"­
all. regression, altllough progress is still slower than we wo'(.:!ld like; and ... 
there are setbacks as well as successes. We are "confidentt/lat the GVN with 
our help will .do still better inl968.·' .'., . 

. Hence I p:t;ge,.:~s.:onewho .lla~ always,sbllght to be' :b.elPM to 1;:he cOinffiittee, 
that you allow us an opportullity to satisfy an.v subco)lllllittee: doubts before .'. 
issuing .your report. We are. eager to be of service,and w(ju~d be delighted' 
to have you spend more·t:i.ine with 'us. '. . . . . 

.' ~ .' ':..:~ : 
• - i; '. " 

.' \' .' " -, 

.. ,0.' 

.,,' ' 

',','" .-", 

ce: Congressman Ogden Reid • Jr . .i. '. ",.' -. 

1 ,,:;", ' 

Hon • .John 'E..:Moss. ,;'':..."~. 
Tile. n0use.ofR.epx:e'seJ;i~tives· ': 
Washingtof,D ... y,~,:, .. ' . 

-.. -... 

. ,; 

." /" . 

. ",' Sincerely.' .•.. .... ...._ 

•..•.•.... ~ ........... H.·····/tt~A .. nJ-.J . 
. . ' .. V~: ~'f{UI" , -'. ':, 

" ". ,.. . ". ' .. ' .... R. 'W. )(o!ller ..... .' .... 
...•. ':'Ambassad'or 
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