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GONFIDENTIAL

Wednesday, September 27, 1967
1:28 p.m. /’})/

My, President:

As this file indicates, Bob Komer bhas run
somewhat afoul of Congressman Moss,

Bill Leonhart ralses some gquestions in
para. 4,

Without a professional feel for the Congress,
my inetinct 1s for the White House to kesp out of
it and let the storm in a teacup dle down.

W. W, Rostow

<CONFIDENTIAL -

WWRostow:rln

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b)
White House Guidelines, Feb. 24, 108
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~MEMORANDUM

o S THE WHITE HOUSE e e

WASHINGTON

September 25, 1967

e CONFIDENTIAL, -
EYES ONLY

MEMORANDUM FOR WALT ROSTOW

1. Walt -- the attached correspondence reflects an unfortunate
misunderstanding between Congressman John Moss and Bob Komer, We
received il today,

2. By way of background: Bob's cable on Moss Committee criticisms
(Saigon 4420) mentioned a "friendly letter' he had sent Moss., We asked
for the text and Bob subsequently sent copies to Washington. It now seems
there was also a letter from Bob to Ogden Reid (apparently sent on an 6ld-
boy basis but which we probably couldn't have done much about had we
known).

3. Reid let Bob down and made his letter available to Moss on
September 18. Moss may have over-reacted to his letter from Komer
but it is the note to Reid which seems to have set him off,  He still has a
report on the pacification program scheduled for release in about three
weeks.,

4. Moss has also sent copies of the correspondence to Secretary
Rusk and Ambassador Bunker. I would like to leave to your judgment
whether the President would want to know about this, If so, would he
prefer to leave the business of mollifying Moss to Runker and Komer
or to have an attempt at feather-soothing done fror™ this end? In the . _
latter case, should Rusk lead (Bill Macomber?) or regular White House
liaison (Barefoot Sanders?), or this office? '

Ruy o
Willia eonhart _

n"‘

. Attachment:

Exchange of letters between
Congressman Moss and RWK,
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., J0HN E. MOEL, LALIKY, CHA, OGDIN m. REID, N.Y,

Pomen HARGY, 4n VA, < NINETIETH CONGRESS | oo momrmn.

“mﬁ“mm*%mmmmmmmmémma @:Q;

Thouge of iaieptesentatihes

FOREIGN OPERATIONS AND GOVERNMENT INFORMATION SUBCOMMITTEE
L . OF THE
COMMITTEE ON GOVFRNMENT OPERATIONS

- RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM B371-B
' WAIHINGTON, D.C, 20115

) . \ o ' *\‘ q'_'../
e September 20, 1967 {¥>. 'S

Mr. William L. Leonhart

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Leonhart:

Enclosed are copies of correspondence exchanged
with Ambassador Robert W. Komer on pacification
programs in South Vietnam. I thoyght these letters
might be of some interest to you/

‘Chairman

JEM:paj

Encis. -
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* JGHN K, MOSS, GALIF., CHATRMAN ! ( .

© PORTER HARDY, gR,, VA. R
:, s JOHM 5. MONAGAN, GONN. C

¥ ‘TORBERT M, MAQUONALLY, MASS,

) . oo . . o (’-\ I' ‘ -.blﬂ.lﬁmn.nr.-a.u.\;'. . ‘V ¢ \
| NINETIETH CONGRESS < | © U esam oo

* Congress of the Wnited Stateg
ool Touse of Representatives. T
;| FOREIGN OPERATIONS AND GOVERNMENT INFORMATION SUBCOMMITTEE . - .

L R e ' COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS '

3 " RAYBURN HouSE OFFICE BUILDING, RooM B371-B L oo
; WASHINGTON, D.C. 20815 . = . . ST R
Y0 Septembex £Y, 1967

SR Amhasaﬁﬂr Baheyt H_; Komey "
o Eubassy of the Undted States of Angplon
.. Baigon, Vietnam :

 Dear Mr. Ambassador:

© Your letter to me dated Ampust 28, 1967 on the propriety of views ¥
@xpracsed L0 fecrctavy of State Desn Tuek relating to the pecifiestion program
in South Vietanusn wes offensive. Fupthermore, your note to Cozgresenan Ogden Reid,
. yanking viloority wenber of the Subesesd.btee on Foroign Qperations and Governuent _
- information, Ceindtier om Covernment Uparativas, was Ansulting. ‘Both of these )
- gommmnisations revesd a laek of wdersterdlog of the pole of & Congressional . . -:
tavestigative comditesn. 7 , U g S J

:  The gtatewent in your letter {hat, °It is only fair to may that you ang
o the starf dld ot express vigorous reservations to us out here during your stay,"
7 45 pob aceurate, I talke strong and vigorous exception to that statement, . .
 Br. Asbassedor, gince 1t ig simply not tpue. During the perisd of Ry stzy in
Vietnme my eollzague, Congrestman Jeffery Cobelan, and I spent most of cur time
with you end other genler end gperating officials of the miszion discussing the
- problems ralating to pacification. Thig was done pot only in Sufgon but in
Diea Uea snd in Whs Yrong. Addditionally, senior pecificutisa regregentatives
ot with va ood seloeted stalf members in Saigon fer a detailled discuscion of
problems in the paclfication zrew. Wa 2lso wet ab length with General Creighton
Avzem® and Mr. Wade Lathram. You probedly 4o not yeslize that while Congressman
Cokelan and I were thus engaged, other members of &y atafil were looking into
- other metiers that engaged the inteyest ot only of Conpresomen Reid but of
other neabers of wy subcomuiitze for over a vear ond & balf. The staff of the
: subcamsities has therefore acquired what I eonsider o substantial expertige
. in theze matters, -~ 7 e : ‘

o ¥e. fvbagsedor, throughoud all iy meetings 1 expresced my strong
. whjectiong 40 the recent chenges s well aa ny grave concess for the lack
of meaningful progress in thic area, Though you clte the oot of electiong .
. am 3037 villages snd U616 Rumlets a% inMestion of progress, may I remind
- Veu ihere are over 2500 villages apd 12,500 hamlets in Soutl: etnam, -~
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: Ev%ﬁ-.yem ve

DARLNG progress and expeeszed goubt 22 S0 iy it B2d t5 be changed. |

;!-' - X bave ststed my views in Lazqulvoesl ferma that U, S representatives
and offdelale in Vietonn rhovld take & firmes stand in order to eonvines the :
Gaﬁerment of Vietnam that they must vigorously press for regedsary social and -
tegntmie rafoens apd that the rooperslion of thad governsent 18 esgentinl 4
tlg conpldense of the people of the United Biates in B 8. inwnivement 4a - e
Vi.ﬁl“i;azﬁ‘ﬂ 12 to bo retained. e e T . 5 _

I sth aot charping & total lack op progress in prelfication. Your
isfler nater the muaber of csdre taums currently da the iald that
thare ie a favorable tronmd. YIf T an hositant §0 moccept this = tement 59
bedng factunlly aceurats r» it 15 understandable since the progran through
the yosrs hus bown canslanily changed and new and glovdng prasisen predicted o
for itz puccess. The Progrese I losk for ehould be on o more broadly baggd

record than

_ sutﬁ#z\; any
trip to Vie
o malatain

X have eonaietently queati*m& the creation of the Cﬁwswgaaimuan. "'_ .

I approciate your sffer %o Zeap L5z coms tiea informed and to - -

talked with reassurvd ¥z on the fact thet the 00O orginization wag [

)

ez de mrerently gubatantiated, R

donbte whleh way bave grisen ax & Tasuit of gur ms'ﬁ. racent “
toam. ¥ ean only agmpe yop that thiy sobueonsittes will eontimte
'3 very thcreugh furvalililanve of Progreng and cpemtgm__:tn Vietnen,

AT IR A .
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. ReCEWED |

;. {Dear Congressman Mossi -
- .71 was quite mon-plussed to see from your recent letter to Secre- . .
. © tary Rusk that the Toreign Operations and -Government Information Sub- ' - .° -
“ oo committee is."deeply ‘concerned. about the lack. of meaningful progress il
.7 and refo¥m in ‘the lagging and’floundering pacification program.” Since T .. o L.
. .°.. ' ‘the subcommittee.and. staff:were able to undertake only a very Limited oo i 5
. 'investigation.ofipacification:because of their many other inquiries - -
. during their recent brief visit to Vietmam, I Hope that before drawing -
v -any Eirm eonclusions you will allow us out here to explain in more de- = "
S rootallo whatowe and the GVN are trying to accomplish. Indeed, we would =~
relconé. another visit by the subcommittee or staff for the purposes *

¢ Tt is only fairito say that you and the staff did not express any.

sueh ‘vigorous reservations about pacification to us out heve during . - N

LI your. staye o Instead you showed concern -over possible "militarization”. . .- ..

S0 and VAmeyicanization” of the pacification program. I had Hoped that

L0 irwe 'had veassured you, dequately on both scores. We have no intention - ..

- iof attempting to take over the GVN's pacification program, which we: @ .wfugis .. 1T

. regard as their ‘business.” We can-only support and advise + “Moreover, ‘. . e
" after four months’ expérience with the new U.S. civil/military team, LR

"I can assure you that civilians remain in the key positions of responsi- . - ... -
"¢ bility wnder:the U,S. military commands for all’ pacification support. ... -

. ‘For examplej about-half the Senior Provincial Advisor positions are . n
o filled by civilians-seven, thoiigh the bulk of their staffs are military. =

“  'So.are-all-of the key dépity slots at ‘the corps level. I personally - -

| 'manage ‘the entiré pacification advisory program as General Westmoreland's = - 0" . .

. deputy’ and thé Sgigon staff responsible. for pacification is headed by -~ " v 0T

' .another civilian, Wade Lathram, It includeé many more civilians than - ~..7 -

are . inine: dgngér of being submerged or militurized. You Lo OON

- can depend om. it

Do i As you kmow, progréss In pacification depends critically on adequate: - -
.ol secuxdty: dn the countryside; which is'now being provided in greater measure: " ;i
L becauge of growing military success. One major 1967 breakthrough is that .- -
oa-hilg wcreasing proportion 6f the Vietmamese armed forces, including ° .-
-my battalions, 18 now directly involved in providing all- """\ 0
ecurity for the pacifiers. We also now have some 450 $9-man RD .. -
109 Montagnard-feéams, ‘a ‘substagtisl. improvement over 1966. Lur.. - - - :
nation System indicdtes 'a dontinuing. favorable trend in paci-"
nithe populaticn.coming undex goyexnment comtrol .uring 1967 .
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o dates local offic1els were elected in 1

. all regression, although progress is still slower than we would Iike, and
‘there are setbacks as well as successes. We are confldent that the GVN w1th
our help w1ll do Stlll better 1n 1968. -

" to havc you spend moxe tmme with us.ir-

“Washlngton,.

,ng.vrllages'ah&‘&;Gidzﬁamlets'
in the countryszde. TR “_)~=-'-¢i T

Por these and many other reasons Ambassador Bunker, General Weetmoreland, R

and I aré all’ increasingly pleasad with the slowly growing momentum in. paeifi-
cation. While it still has many flaws, the GVN's 1967 progrem is fax. superior. T
~and. achieving far greater. resuLts than it did in 1966, when it really first L

got underwqy. ‘I am unawarxe of a 31ngle category in which theére has béen over—fff

..Hence I urge,.asﬁqne whorhus always sought to be'helpful to the commlttec,i"
tnat you allow us.an opportunity to eatlsfy any subcommittee doubts before .
issuing your report.‘ We ‘are. eagér to be of service, and wouﬂd be dellghtcd

ReWe. Komer _:;ﬁe*i{“
Ambassador

.C_'
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It ia roally quite. harr'l ol us eut I"ea'e o
are u'ying to do a job which nweds dcing to get -
“whatked about "lagging end flenlering.” You .
|- didn't ‘come along on the last trip, but- 1 can
| assure you that iu their sll too brlef tims in -
E Vietnam the Chnirven and staff had mighty liﬂ‘ln
tims avpilabla € sgmnd on pm..s‘:icatim. and -
: ,-‘lmm-d ’Ltﬂe to wirr. an* smh & aim mt happmed?
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