| Friday, October 20, 1967
| 1:15 a. m,

Mr. President:
Herewith an interssting repart

on baalc Viet Cong problems in a
Delta province,

W. W. Rostow
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- MEMORANDUM FCR MR. ROSTOW

SUBJECT: Viet Cong Difficulties . '

The September report for Chudng;Thi_en P.fpvizicl‘e“,' i"i'.n_the' ‘_D'elt'a. region, - - . o } j
gives a very interesting account of the attitudes of .the people toward the EEEREE S

Viet Cong as related by a recent rallier. The following is a summary S _'
- of this report: - R S AT P :

According to Le Hong Huan, a recent rallier and former Secretary of
~ the Labor Youth Group in a district of Chuong Thien Province, snany B
'- Viet.Cong-cadres-and troops-are-beconin !enthmt'ed'wiﬂrtha*proﬁ‘med S
mwar and with the hardships-and suffering-levied-on-themselves-and their = - -
qpfamilies -because of their dssocia lon with flie! Viet Cong:y This problem -
was clearly indicated at a me eting of the Viet Cong Long My District
Committee, Chuong Thien Province, held shortly after the September 3
Government of Vietnam elections. Tmmmm&“éﬁﬁé
poor-and unenthusiastic-support-given:by the-cadres-toward-achieving:i
goal-in-the anti-electiom campaign-end-concluded thaty becaus e-of thisy

dt:wag-only- able-to-carry.cut one-half- g8l
Huan stated that tlge;era?rmmy;glg{qgﬁm;ﬁfro

Al s .4 Aol ngc [} 4 1w
romT VAT COhE TFARKE " 6f Which
the Government-of Vietnam iy o IAowledg & becanse: these- people-donol .
rally:but-merely guitand return:to theixprevious | : }

1

The- problem-of keéping people from iﬁ"‘nﬁ*ﬂg‘rﬁ:@pgg;q;qg’pg;ggsyggtﬁthw SRR O

controlledareas “still'plagues-Viet-Gong planners, ~According to Le Hong Huan, .
the people living in Viet Cong-controlled areas are becoming increasingly
di'sepchapted-.-wiﬂl the len~’ =~ geverity of the war and with Viet Cong

policies in general. Thesc pe ople-originatiy-had-a-better-lifeund 6 e
‘,_:Vigt‘-qu_ng-tl};a_g;f‘l}ewal;i_dgpn.dgr the dld Frénch landlords’dnd, even with the
hardships now inflicted upon them by the war, Sitry-: ill-hesitate tormovey
away-and-leave-their-land:y Stme people-have becomerso- gry and frustpated
that they‘f‘ha‘vﬁe“tkiue&‘ﬂi‘erﬁﬁ‘aﬁéiwmlgmg;g;g how-their-resentment by>

-only: cultivating-enough'of their-land tommeet;subsistencaneeds fortheire .+
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giamilies . o -

Many of these people are suspicious of the Government of Vietnam because -~ -
of the destruction caused by military operations and air and artillery strikes.
However, the people-have-recently iesmmed abunE o THe GoveFarmentPof
Vietnam!s. refugee programs.and-of-the humanerirestment given to people
wounded-or-injured in GovernHehEat - Viethamuomllaryoperationg. As a
result, their attitude. is pwand-the

Vietnam. '




