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MEMORANDUM FOR. MR.. ltOSTOW 

SUBJECT: Viet Cong Difficulties 

The September reportfor Chuong/Thien Province, inth~Delta region, 
gives a very interesting account of the attitudes of.the people toward the 
Viet Cong as related by 'a recent rallier. The following is a summary 
of this report: 

According to Le Hong Huan, a recent rallier and former Secretary of 
. the Labor Youth Group in a district of Chuong Thien Province, ~~ 

Viet·. C ongccadres-and 'tl'o'Op's-aY-e-becI?lH~gcii.~:at;;h~t~~",!';i.l:tr'tl:J:~~P;'6~d 
#',war"andwith the .hardshIps'·and suffering-levied-on:'thet:n:B!:~ye~~~d.th,iir , 
~amilie s . bec.:aus e' ofthe[r"aiiifoc'[at'i'on'W!tlr:-the"Xiet ::Pot1g'~, This "p'r'ohiem 

was clearlr indicated at 'a meeting of the Viet Cong Long My District 
Committee, Chuong Thien Province, held shortlr after the September 3 
Government of Vietnam elections. 'J;·~1tt_:::c:miii'lilffie(f7CW1hl 
poo,~.:,~d,~~nt11.':ls.il1.sti£;,,~:upport:'giY~~5.~,:J:b.~~~~~,e':,~~~Iil::,"':c;Mey4;lg~:i~ 
goal·in·the...anti-electioIrJ:;unpaign,",ami~.~~ed;:th'l.'f';::.b.i!Cfmlle:::of·tht,11.1 

... ~t:~~!::~~~¥::,~ ~I,~.:!?-...:!:..r.x.::'?!~':,~~~~~.~"1#,J!:II.,.pioJec~ed<iJlt~;;;eJ:eCUM'. gp'!!~ . 

Huan stated that tl?-e~ecare-manr:de.fetcti'01III'~I~lllig.:l'iiiks,Ofwhidt 
the .•. C;ov~,rm.n<an~~pf·.vil!tnllffi-nanlo"1mowl'ildge-;·b~ .. ;!!:i~.e:.8!:::P~9P!.~~ 
rally.·butmer..~lY~9.'li~~dre~rncc!.o.1:!!".!'hP:r:",yf,gt!B·.Cl"'.C;J1PaU~,"" 

The"problem:pfke'epIng~people-fro:in :iIi'O:~g:·~x~r~El:Jlf:::~?~-.Yietnam:~ " 
cQntrolled'·areas"stiU'pl.agues"Yi~t·9ongp!~m",.1'~"" . According to Le Hong Huan, 
the people living in Viet Cong-controlled areas are becoming increasinglr 
disenchanted·,.vith the len" "d severitr of the war and with Viet Cong 
poli(;ies ill general. TlJe"" P"<?P~1:ig~t~'Y":had'lr-bett~:~ih''ltl1Cier'tli'e 

<h VietCong. tha~i~her-~id;~d~ tl:re',bldF;t'~chlan:dlor?s~zlnd, even With the 
hardships now inflicted upon them br the war,.~~i:!tl1:Et8it.a,te"1;O':lnOV:~ 
p.warand··leave·their:-,land.l Somt£l'ie:op'!;!",:,~,iC~!,!!? ,.,p'''','''.q:il~.'''.:!lg:.ang-:i:yc,andfrusqated 
that they··have:1illled:the:m:ifnveii~":W\l.iJ.e.;~;IiI~j):,!!,cltl1;~,~~1!-'~e.!;ltMent:bY9' 
onlr cultiv:at!n.&-'~p1Igh:otilnlir:;l;ang, ~.o.~"M'5'.~~.u~,!!~.~~..!!!l~c!~:J,~~t!?:~!l~ , . 

~fa~ilies::-::~~ ,. 

Manr of these people are suspicious of the Government of Vietnam because 
of the destruction caused br J:nilitarr operations and air and artillery strikes. 
However, ~",':l~l>!~.!?l~a.Y:!::~~:tlI.I!JIXl~~m.~::me:G:6vermneii1:?of 
Vieh1am!s.,..r.e£uge..e,..pJ:Ogram,s.,an4~tht!!-~~lI:!~:P:.!~~~il':t!.iirtm~oPe.'?p'le 
"f0u.nd~~4':o~~j-g.!'.!!~~G~:tRmMfiif:¥m:~ia;~PCn~atiOn, •• As a . 

i 
, . 

result, ,their attitude is 1::::Sy",;"gt ~~. !Ib:!;b.,....,q~Yl!.rnmtmt....n( 
Vietnam. ~ . .' At .... · .. ·· .;:'ifiiififlI" I . 
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