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Friday. October ZOo 1967 
10:50 a.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Klasln&er do .. his 
initial job; but he'. lot a problem 
with the optimiem of the two amateus 
MandA. 

Paris 547Z 

TOP SJIlGRE'I'uPENNSYLVANlA 
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DECLASSIFIED 
l.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

WIIiI: Houle Guidelines, P.b. 24, 1983 
I'~. NARA, Dace //-(..1/ 
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1, r F'ROM KISSINGER j; " 
. r: M• MET ME AT THE:!~IRPORT II~ A STATE OF' ADVANCED EUPHORIA. 

\ i ACCORDING TO HIM, THE LAST MESSAGE F'ROI1 BO MADE ALL THE F'RUSTRAIIONS 
, .; WQRTHWHILE. WHEN' I ASKED HIM F'OR THE CAUSE OF' HIS OPTIMISM, : 

, HE CALLED ATTENTION TO THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN ESCALATION AND 
. BOMBING AND THE' CHANGE OF TENSE IN THE LAST SENTENCE. I.QUICKLY. 
,DISILLUSIONED HIM •. 1 S~ID THAT THE I~SUE WAS REALLY QUITE SIMPLE •. 

I ; IF' HANOIlliANTED TO NEGOTIATE IT SHOULD. BIE ABLE TO F'IND SOME I· .' :WAY OF' EXPRESSING THIS F'ACT BY'MEANS OTHER THAN SUBTLE CHANGES 
" i IN TENSE AND ELLIPTICAL REF'ERENCES F'ULL Or~OUBLE MEANINGS. I 
; :'WE HAD MADE A CLEAR CUT OF'F'ER. IT HAD HAD NO\ RESPONSE. WE. , 
, :HAD ACCEPTED UNILATERAL RESiRICTIONS. HANOI HAD INCREASED ITS 
I : MILITARY ACTIVITIES INCLUDI,~G 'AN OF'F'ENSIVE ALO~G THE DMZ WHICH 
II COULD IN NO WAY BE JUSTIF'IED BY MILITARY NECESSITY. WASHINGTON'S 

PATIENCE WAS NEARING AN END. 1'1 SAID OUR /. 
I ·RESTRICTIONS ~IERE A DIMINUTION OF' AN· ESCALATION •. I REPUED THAT 

j : IF' THEY I,IIERE LIF'TED, HE \~OULD SEE QIJ'ICKL Y ,ENOUGH HOW REAL 
'THEY WERE. I REMINDED' HIM OF' HIS OWI~ POSITIVe: REACTIOrl TO THE 

'--..'MESSAGE OF' AUGUST 25. THIS. HAD MeAN~IHILE BEEN CLAR'IF'IED AND F'URTHER 
.STRENGTHENED. IT WAS NOW UP TO HANOI TO BE EXPLICIT ENOUGH 

1-
I 

iTO PERMIT A CONVERSATION. M. SAID THAT HANOI BY ITS SILENCE " 
:HAD RATIFIED A'S NOTES OF' THE CONVERSATION WITH PHAM VAN DONG. 
'1 REPLIED THAT NO SERIOUS PERSON COULD EXPECT THE PRESIDENT TO 
'ACT ON THE BASIS OF' SUCH CONJECTURES WHILE HUNDREDS OF' SHELLS 
:WERE BEING F'IRED DAILY .BY THE OTHER SIDE ALONG THE DMZ. 

M. CLEARLy'SHAKEN SAID THAi A WOULD ~AVE'TQ CHANGE HIS PLA~S AND 
RETURN TO PARIS ON THE F'IRST AVAILABLE PLAN~ RATHER THAN F'RIDAY 
~AF'TERNOON AS HE HAD PLANNED. WE CALLED A. I~ ROME. I SPOKE 
F'lRST. A. ALSO IN A EUPHORIC 'MOOD REPHIED TO MY REQUEST F'OR AN, 
EARLY RETURN: "YOU MUsT HAVE VERY CQ)D NEWS." I TOLD HIM THE 
OPPOSITE WAS MORE NEARLY THE' CASE. L AM LEAVING NOW TO MEET 
A AT THE AIRPORT 'NHERE HE;, M. AND I PLAN TO CONTINUE-THE CON-' , .~. 
VERSATION. I SHALL STRESS lHE POINTS OF' YOUR 56516. I AM CERTAIN' 
THEY WILL' WISH TO SEE .BO· THIS AF'TERNOON. "',' ','. 

.:GP-I. BOHLEN 
~BT.\ tap SEs:RG 
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