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Friday. October ZO. 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

Attached is today', repori on the 
polltical situation in Viet Nam.. 

w. W. RolJtow 

Att. 

MWright:hg 
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Viet-Nam PoUtical Situation Report 

October ZO, 1967 DECLASSiPmD 
1.0. T' Sec. 3.4 
MJ -fl.(j 

B · NARA Date I;-I.J-~'f y". . 
In a recent convenation with Bunker. Ky was critlcal of Thleu for 

taking so long to make decisions on the Cabinet. Ky said it was ab.olutely 
neceuary that the government be formed and that it move quickly to 
announce short-term objectives that could be achieved within six month •• 

Lower-House Elections 

The Lower House campaign ends tomorrow and balloting takes place 
Sunday (5:00 p. m. Saturday to ":00 a. m. Sunday EDT). The camp&lp 
has proceeded entirely on the local level. with few nationally known figuree 
Involved. Peace, corruption, and OVN inealclency uve been rai.ed ae 
illlue II , but le .. .tridently and specit'ically than In the Presidential ... ce. 
Voter turnout h expected to be lower than for the September 3 election ••. 

The elections offer a chance lor groups excluded or under-repr •• ented 
In the new Senate to find a voice. Election by local conetituacy inc:re.s •• 
their chane .. somewhat. But the powerful bloce -- mainly Catholic ••• 
may stUI win a disproportionate number 01. eeat. becauae 01 the lar,_ 
number of candidatell In each constituency. (EarUer plans of a Buddhlet 
election boycott have evidently been dropped, but the Buddhlets have not 
so far organized behind specific candidates.) 

The Southern reglonalhta may fbad the election hard going. Badly 
shaken by Huong's poor Ihowing, they win have dlft'l.culty even .ecuin, 
as much reprelentation as they had In the Constituent Alllerobly (about SoZ,. 
Unle .. they do. "Southern" sentiment will be under-represented ba the 
Lower HOUle as it h elaewhere (the Upper HOllie, the Cabinet eo far'. 

The OVN hae not openly endorsed any candidatel. Some may have 
informal OVN IUpport, but there appeaJ'l to be no larle-.cale or,aataed 
effort on the part of either Thieu 01' Ky. 

Results of the elections are likely to be slow in arriving here. We 
should begin to have Information on election mechanics -- voter turnOllt, 
VC incidents, balloting procedure -- by Sunday afternoon. Full election 
returns will probably not be known before Tuesday, though trend I In key 
places 8Uch as Saigon should be clear before that. 
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