XTI )

——

Thursday, Cctober 19, 1967 -~ 7:55 am

Mr. President:

I bellave these two intelligence reports
of this morning give us as accurats a picture as
we are likely to get of Hanoi's Intentions If we
stop bombing, and thelr basic viaw of the
pressures that will force us to move thiir way.

W. W. Rostow
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l'yL‘*\ ———""8 Oct 1967
(¢ 18 October 1967
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THIS 1S AN INFORMATION REPGRT, NOT FINALI.Y EVAI.UA‘I"ED INTELLIGENCE,
[ 1813932z - _cne | . 1.3(a)(4;
SANm:ZED ST 18 OCTOBER 1967
.0.325
COUNTRY  NORTH VIETNAMEENENE ) -2d-
Dot e Eiates
SUBJECT  COMMENTS — ON THE HORTH VIETNAMESE sakd
SITUATION
ACQ
SOLRCE 1.3(a)(4)
L. “ *.3(a)4]
_ WESTERN JOURNALISTS VISITING HANOI
COULD SEE FOR THEMSELVES THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE ARE BEHIND
THE GOVERNMENT, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE A FEW 'INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE
BECOMING WEARY OF THE WAR AND WOULD LIKE To SEE IT END AT ALMOST
ANY PRICE. :
I 0 KEGOTIATIONS WOULD 1.3(ai4)
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TAKE PLACE AS LONG AS THE BOMSING com'muzn,,— ’
' H VILL BE 1.3(a)(4)
NECESSARY TO DEFINE THE OBJECTIVES IN Aﬁgxﬁgé; THESE SHOULD
BE THE RESTORATION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF VIETNAM AS A WHOLE, AND
THE DEPARTURE IN TOTO OF THE AMERICAN FORCES FROM SOUTH VIETNAM.
THEN ONLY WILL THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE BE FREE TO DECIDE ITS OWN
FUTURE. NEVER WILL THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ACCEPT ‘A DIVISION OF
VIETNAM IN WHICH THE SOUTH VILL REMAIN UNDER THE "PROTECTION® OF
THE AMERICANS. |HNMNNEENENEN = REALIZED THE UNITED STATES WAS 1.3(@)4
NOT YET PREPARED T0 ACCEPT SUCH AN OUTCOME AND STILL HOPED FOR

THE AGREEMENT OF HO CHI MINH TO A DIVISION OF VIETNAM WHICH WOULD
ALLOW THEM TO MAINTAIN A FREE HAND IN THE SOUTH. NN

— D
3. IN CONNECTION WITH VO NGUYEN GIAP'S ARTICLE, NN
I T:E NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT WAS BENT ON
| 1.3(2){4
B EE—— | @
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CARRYING ON UNTIL FINAL VICTORY., HE POINTED OUT THAT THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE ARE NATURALLY NOT POWERFUL ENOUGH MILITARILY TO DRIVE
THE AMERICANS OUT, BUT THAT AFTER A TIME..PERHAPS EVEN A LONG TIME,
THE VIETNAMESE HOPE TO GAIN A POLITICAL VICTORY. |
BB HE BELIEVED IT IMPOSSIBLE TO SEPARATE THE MILITARY PROBLEM
FROM THE POLITICAL ONE. 1IN ORDER TO HAVE A SATISFACTORY POLITICAL
SOLUTION, IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE VIETNAMESE TO HAVE A CERTAIN

1.3(g){4!

NUMBER OF MILITARY VICTORIES. THESE VICTORIES ARE ATTAINABLE IF THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE aAND VIET CONG FORCES CONTINUED TO FRUSTRATE THE |
ACTIONS OF :HE AMERICAN MILITARY, AS THEY MAVE BEEN DOING. IN THIS
RESPECT, NENENMNEEME DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THE AMERICAN MILITARY 1.3(3K
LEADERS WILL RISK AN ASSAULT ON NORTH VIETNAM, EITHER FROM

SOUTH VIETNAM OR FROM THE NORTH VIETNAM COAST. IF THEY DO INVADE
NORTH VIETNAM THE AMERICAN FORCES WILL ENCOUNTER A GUERRILLA ACTLION ‘
THAT WILL IMMOBILIZE AS MANY MEN IN THE NORTH AS ARE NOW FIGHTING IN |
THE SOUTH, SO THAT FOR ALL THEIR EFFORT, THEY CAN NOT BE VICTORIOUS.
IF AMERICAN TROOPS ATTEMPT TO OCCUPY A LIMITED SECTION OF I

NORTH VIETNAM, THEY WILLBE SURROUNDED, ISOLATED AND DESTROYED,

e e - 1.3(a)4)
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4. I THE EVENT OF sycy 1308 |

AN INVASION BY THE AMERICANS, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE woyLp NOT

SUCH A SITUATION.

5. BN DIssEy- STATE, CINCPaC

» PACAF, ARPAC, PACFLT 1.3(a)(4)

| 1.3(a){4)
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| ] 1.3(a)4)
' _ msr :8 ocwosm 1967
COUNTRY: NCRTH VIETNavINNENMNENG 25677 |
DoI: 14 OCTOBER 1567

SUBJECT: UDEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNA%‘(bﬁVf REPRESENTATIUE
REDGES ON ANY COMMITTMENT TO NEGOTIATE EUEH IF
BOM2INGS CEASE.

ACQ:
- SOURCE: 1.3(a)(4)
1.3(a)(4)
e &
THE DRV EMBASSY IN DJAKARTA — —HEIIERAIED
| _ 1.3(a)(4)
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THE HANOL STANDARD CONDITIONS FOR ANY POSSIBLE TALKS, MAMELY —

THAT AMERICAN BOMBINGS OF NORTH VIETNAM CEASE..

- 4)
2. VHEN NN :sk:0 IF THE DRV WOULD 1.3(a)4

THEN BE WILLING TO UNDERTAKE TALKS IF THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT RESPONDED TO INTERNATIONAL APPEALS FOR A BOMBING
HALT, IR HESITATED AND THEN STATED THAT THIS WOULD BE
AN INITIAL STEP WHICH WOULD DISPOSE HANOI TO CONSIDER OPEN
WEGOTIATIONS BUT WOULD REQUIRE EVIDENGE THAT THE AMERICAN

-

GOVERNMENT 1S PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE ON THE BASIS OF A WITH-

DRAWAL OF TROOFS, _ THIS SEEMED

T0 BE A WITHDRAWAL FROM THE POSITION OF WILLINGNESS TO TALK 1.3(5}{(4)
IMMEDIATELY UPON CCNDITION OF A BOMBING HALT. (NN 01D

NOT REPLY DIRECTLY, BUT MERELY COMMENTED THAT PRESSURE wAS

BUILDING UP WORLDWIDE AND IN AMERICA AS WELL AGAINST THE

FUTILITY OF AMERICA CONTINUING TO "OPPRESS THE PEOPLE OF

VETNAn". I T i1 S 13024}
FRESSURE TO DATE HAD HAD LITTLE IMPACT ON AMERICAN GOVERN-

WENT®S VIGOROUS PURSUIT OF THE WaR. M MERELY OBSERVED

THLT THE PRESENT AMERICAN GOVERNMENT COULD. NOT FOREVER REMAIN

IMFERVIOUS TO SENSIBLE OPINION IN ITS OWN NATION AND THROUGHOUT

e ——

: e W B LT
I__ VWINEN :lu.w 1] ICO’Y o /’ |
4 PR
CoPY ¢ SBRARY
:?.":', 1Ke2 " OMOLEN #RIVIOUS {DiTIONS 0 Wym




7 & *

N -Th6L

PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES

L ]
felessifieation)
-y . - -
[ N '-‘-' UA‘nLD .

3. NN CCY¥ENT. THIS SEEMEn'fdﬁihbxcars DRV RERZWED
HCPES THAT THE AMERICAN GOVERWMENT WILL BE DETERRED BY CURRENT
TATICATIONS OF THE UNPOPULARITY OF THE WAR IN AMERICA, OR
WILLINGNESS TO HOLD GN WITH A HARD LINEFU&TIL‘NEXT YZAR'S
AMERICAN ELECTIONS WHICH TMEY HOPE MAY REVERSE AMERICAN

SSEM: STATE(CHARGE ONLY), {e1xcea
POLAD EXCLUSIVELY , SAIGOY (AMBASSADOR AND GENERAL VESTHORELAND
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