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COMMENTS 

SITUATION 

ON tHE NORTH VIETNAMESE 1.3(a)(4) 

1.3(a}(4} 

1.3ta){4} 
WESTERN JOURNALISTS VISITING HANOI 

COULD SEE FOR THEMSELVES THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE ARE BEHIND 
THE GOVERNMENT, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE A FEW INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE 
BECO~lING WEARY OF THE WAR AND WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT END AT ALMOST 
ANY PR1CE. 

2. NO NEGOTIATIONS WOULD ~ .3(a)(4) 
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TAKE PLACE AS LONG AS THE BOMSING CONTINUED. 
, , "--, 

IT WILL BE 

NECESSMlY TO DEFINE THE OBJECTIVES IN ADVANCE. THESE SHOULD 

BE THE RESTORATION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF VIETNAM AS A WHOLE, AND 

THE DEPARTURE IN TOTO OF THE AMERICAN FORCES FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. 

THEN ONLY WILL THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE BE FREE TO DECIDE ITS OWN 

FUTURE. NEVER WILL THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ACCEPT "A DIVISION OF 

VIETNAM IN WHICH THE SOUTH WILL REMAIN UNDER THE wPROTECTI~N· OF 

THE AMERICANS. HE REALIZED THE UNITED STATES WAS 

NOT YET PREPARED TO ACCEPT ~UCH AN OUTCOME AND STILL HOPED FOR 

THE AGREEMENT OF HO CHI MINH TO A DIVISION OF VIETNAM WHICH WOULD 

ALLOW THEM TO MAINTAIN A FREE HAND IN THE SOUTH. 

3. IN CONNECTION WITH VO NGUYEN GIAP'S ARTICLE,_ 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT WAS BENT ON 

1.3(a)(4) 

1.3(a)(4) 

1.3(aj(4'; 

1.3(a)(4) 
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CARRYING ON UNTIL FINAL VICTORY. HE POINTED OUT THAT THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE ARE NATURALLY ,NOT POWERFUL ENOUGH MILITARILY TO DRIVE 
THE AMERICANS OUT, BUT THAT AFTER A TIME •• PERHAPS EVEN A LONG TIME, 
THE VIETNAMESE HOPE TO GAIN A POLITICAL VICTORY • 
.... HE BELIEVED IT IMPOSSIBLE TO SEPARATE THE MILITARY PROBLEM 
FROM THE POLITICAL ONE. IN ORDER TO HAVE A SATISFACTORY POLITICAL 
SOLUTION, IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE VIETNAMESE TO HAVE A CERTAIN 
NU~1BER OF MILITARY VICTORIES. THESE VICTORIES ARE ATTAINABLE IF' THE . NORTH VIETNAMESE AND VIET CONG FORCES CONTINUED TO FRUSTRATE THE 
ACTIONS OF' THE AMERICAN MILITARY, AS THEY HAVE BEEN DOING. IN THIS 
RESPECT, DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THE AMERICAN MILITARY i.3(3\(<' 
LEADERS WILL RISK AN ASSAULT OIl NORTH VIETNAM, EITHER FROM 
SOUTH VIETNIIM OR FROM THE NORTH VIETNAM COAST. IF THEY DO INVADE 
NORTH VIETNAM THE AMERICAN FORCES WILL ENCOUNTER A GUERRILLA ACTION 
THAT WILL IMMOBILIZE AS MANY MEN IN THE NORTH AS ARE NOW FIGHTING IN 
THE SOUTH, SO THAT FOR ALL THEIR EFFORT, THEY CAN NOT BE VICTORIOUS. 
IF' AMERICAN TROOPS ATTEMPT TO OCCUpy A LIMITED SECTION OF 
NORTH VIETNAM ';THEY WILgE SURROUNDED, ISOLATED AND DESTROYED. 

1.3(a)(4) 
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IN THE EVENT OF SUCH 
~,N INVASION BY THE AMERICANS, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WOULD NOT NEED TO CALL ON THE CHINESE OR THE SOVIETS AS NORTH 
VIETNAMESE AND VIET CONG FORCES ARE STRONG ENOUGH TO COPE WITH SUCH A SITUATION. 

5 ...... DISSEM: STATE, CINCPAC, PACAF, ARPAC, PACFLT 

I 
1.3(a)(4·1 

1.3(a)(4) i, 

1.3(a)(4) 
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SW3JECT: DEMOCRP.TIC R.EPUBLIC OFVn;TNA!tl· (I)RV> REPRESENTATIVE: 

HEDGES ON At>ly CO::1MITTMENT TO NEGOTIAT!:: EVEN IF 

BOMElNGS CEASE. 

ACQ: 

: SOURCE: 

THE DRV E~18ASSY IN DJAKARTA _ REITERATED 
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THE HANOI STANDARD CONDITIONS YOR ANY POSSIBLE TALKS, NAMELY 

THhT AMERICAN BOMBINGS OF NORTH VIETNAM CEASE. 

2. WHEN ASKED IF THE DRV WOULD 

THEN BE WILLING TO UNDERTAKE TALKS IF THE UNITEI:' STATES 

GOVER~MENT RESPONDED TO INTERNATIONAL APPEALS FOR A BOMBING 

HALT, ....... HESITATED AND THEN STATED THAT THIS WOULD BE 
P.N INITIAL :)TEP WHICH WOULD DISPOSE HANOI TO CONSIDER OPEN 

tJEGOTlATIONS BUT WOULD REQUIRE EVIDENCE THAT THE AMERICAN 

GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE ON THE BASIS OF A WITH-

DRA\vt..L OF' TROOPS. THIS SEEMED 

TO BE :. WITHDRAWAL FROM THE POSITIO~ OF WILLINGNESS TO TALK 

IMMEDIATELY UPON CONDITION OF A BOMBING HALT. _ DID 

NOT REPLY DIRECTL Y, BUT MERELY COMMENTED THAT PRESSURE WAS 

EULDING UP WORLDW!DE AND IN AMERICA AS WELL AGAINST THE 

FlTILITY OF' AMERICA CONTINUING TO "OPPRESS THE PEOPLE Or 

V~E!NA!'!" • THIS 

FRESSURE TO DATE HAD HAD LITTLE IMPACT ON AMERICAN GOVERN-.-
:1EIlT'S VIGOROUS PURSUIT OF THE WAR. _ MERELY OB.SERV1::D 

THH rHEPRE"SENT At1ERICAN GOVERNMENT COULD NOT FOREVER REMAIN 

Ii1?ERVIOUS TO SDlSIBLE OPINION IN ITS OWN NATION AND THROUGHOUT 

I cOPY NO. 
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3, _ ceMENT. THIS S:::::1l!D rD. INDICATE DRV ilEN2\~ED 
HC?:::~ TH.;T THE k!1E::tICAN GOVERNMENT WIL.LSE DETERRED BY CURR::~H 
IN~lC.~jIONS OF" THE UN?O?ULAlUTY OF rt'.E WAR !N AMERICA, OR 
tHLLBG:n::ss TO HOLD ON WITH A HARD LINE. UNTIl.. NEXT YEAR'S 
",:·:ERIC.;:J EL::CTIONS WHICH THEY HOPE l'.IAY REVERSE AMERICAN 
GCVER~~ENT POLICY. 
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