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'f'9P !ECRE1'/EXDIS Thursday, October 19, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your meeting with the Pr~me Minister of Laos, 
Prince Souvanna Phouma, October 20, 1967 

~~YU 

Souvanna arrives tomorrow (from New York where he has attended the UN 
General Assembly) -- and comes directly to your office for a meeting, 
following which you are hosting a working stag luncheon for 13 people. 
Later, Souvanna will see the Vice President, Secretary Rusk, and Averell 
Harriman. He leaves the country Saturday evening on hill way to visit 
Australia. 

He is anxious to have a thorough discussion with you on the current situation 
in Southeast Asia and the chances for peace. He has been .haken by the 
accounts he has read of domestic opposition and needs reassurance that our 
commitment in Southeast Asia is fum. You might alao wish to: 

-- Assure him.we seek no wider war and intend to try to keep the 
Viet Nam war within its current boundaries. 

-- Express appreciation for his speech at the UN (October 13), in 
which he emphasized the UN's responsibility for peacekeeping. 

-- Expreas concern about the rice crop (which was hurt by floods 
last year and droughts this year). 

Souvanna will probably raise the following matters: 

__ His concern at the effects on Laos of the continuing war (each 
year 1500-Z000 Lao are killed in combat -- the per capita equivalent of 
100,000 American combat deaths a year). 

__ He may plead for decisive action to bring the war to an end. 
In the past, he has privately argued that we should increase the pressure 
on North Viet Nam by bombing the dikes and other civilian targets. In 
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New York he spoke at length with Amba .. ador Goldberg, urging a 15 day 
bombing pause on the basil that there was an obligation to try anything 
that might bring a settlement. 

-- The Laotian need for additional mllitary assistance because, in 
hil view. LaOI can no longer suppon the financ:lal burden of both national 
defense and .conomic development. If b. rais •• this point, I suggest that 
you reply that we are aware of bh need. and are undertaking to provide 
for them. 

A particular problem which Souvanu. will probably raise with you 18 
"the barrier". He 11 very fearful that "the barrier" will cause the North 
Vietnamese to be more aggrassive ill Lao., that it may lead us to commit 
U. S. forces Overtly into Laol, and that we may u.e the barrier all an 
excuse to .top bombing North Viet Ham. A:Isy of the.e actlon •• he thinks, 
wou~d lengthen rather than .horten the war. He i. absolutely opposed to 
any overt U.S. troop presence in Lao. and hal made it plain that he will 
have no choice but to publicly denounce any overt military presence as a 
violation Of Laotian neutrality. 
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A special Eaution. Our s.nsitive operatl=- ill Lao. are .omething which 
Souvanna leldom discus •••• even with hi. clo.est colleague.. Except 
when you are talking with him privately you ahould avoid mention of any 
operation. in Laos UDle.s Souvanna .~cWcal1y rai.e. them. AIIO, 
Souvanna doe. not expect, and _UId not be plea.ed by an expre.sion of 
"gratitude" for his cooperation. In every instance, bb cooperation hal 
been obtained on the basb of Lao D&t1onal intereats. Sov.vuma does not 
con.ider that we are allie., but rather that harm condition. force u. to 
work together on lama matters becauae "we are in the .azne boat". 
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Souvanna will be accompanied by hb daughter, Princes. Moune (pronounced 
MOON) -- a tough-minded WOmaJl and a principal figure in the Lao Foreign 
Ministry. At Souvanna's request, she will be present at your "stag" 
luncheon. Souvanna ie also accompanied by his Minhter of Finance, 
Sl.ouk (SEE soak), the second most powerful man in the government and 
SOUvanna'lI heir-apparent. 

The briefing book prepared by State i. attachtllid. 

w. W. ROlltow 

Att. 

MWright:hg 
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