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Mr. President: 

This':OIle way to look at the war. 

FrOf'tl Hanoi'. point Qj view th.re are two central facta: 

• tbe deeline of the Viet Con, m_po_r H.se, 

- the poeaibility of a political til' .... iD th. UnUed States. 

lianoi's purpo.e, therefore. 1. to buy time to •• e what U.S. 
politic::. may yield. Hanoi ba. attempted to aehle".. thi. lJ'U"?Ose by: 

- redudna activity tn n. 111. atld IV Carpa. 

- inereaain, ?ussure in the DMZ al'Q to (1) prevent a 
Glore rapid ero.ioll of the commuaist .trLlcture _d (Z) inili<:t 
higher U.S. " •• wUes ill hopes.,( .roGbal the U.S~ will. 

Hanoi'. alratesy haa been OIlly partially suce.dul -- but 
extremely cosUy. in that: 

- Revolutionary developl''I1ent ,.rollr ••• has been .lowed aa 
a ruu1t of the diversIon of U.S. force. to I Corps -- but it ha. 
not been stopped. 

- U. 5. lo •• e. have increased au.b .. iaIltiaUy (1.000 killed in 
action in Iliae =_tha asainat 5.000 all las. year) -- but for every 
.Arnerlc:&ll Wled they bave bad 11\0,1'. thaIl.lne .eath .. 

- Total frilllldly caaualti •• Il&ve al .. incr ..... d (15,600 killed in nine montbs eom!,'l&l'ed wltb 11,100 fOl'the .ame period ln 1 ,(6) 
-- but they have .uttered di.proportlcmately (the kill I'a~e ta now 4. Z6 aaalnat them CO':tlpal'04 witll 3.2 I.D the aame periK ln 1966). 
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- DupU. tbeir 1ACS' ... eell ..... ia I Co..,o (Ubi Mabel' 
ldll .. atlo. a,awtthern IA 1 COl'pe), th., ..... v ...... uaabletocut 
thoir 1088.0 in the other corp. all ... (April tbftllu,h Aup_. 10 .... 
eq;uall.d as. 800 compallod. with la.400 lor lbe aame peri04 la.t 
year. Monthly avera,e wa. 5.100 compareclwith 4.'00 bJr the 
? .. ocedlq Hi moaths). 

- North Vietname •• 10 •••• han probably lacreaeeel more 
than VC loa.... . 

m Cho m.eaatlme. tbe lIStenaity of the 4ptbl, la 1 Corp .• ha. 
tended. to ob.cllro tho fact that th. a"e .. -aU pac. of th. war hal 
.10wed clOwnl 

- Comm_l.'-lDi.ttat~ul i1lcldenta Ua I Corps havo Lncr .... ed 
from 10~ of the total toU.'" -- W th. totallacidet rat. 1. down 
abollt 30"" from th. peak. 

- SattallOD-.b. coatacta la 1 Cot'pS haft lacnu.d from 
l4o/a of the total to 46')'. •• but the total rat. 1. dowa 55". 

- Small wllit actio •• acd cODtali:U pel' quarter inl Corp- have 
lncl'ea.o4 from 600 to 3,000. Sa tho oeMI' co .. p. ana. they have 
clocr.ued from the ptJak 0' 1,900 to 1.500. 

- Ehlptember cleath rat.a ar •• 1IIb1tamially d.owa from their 
pqk. till. apria,: U. S. rate t. dowa II'fttD 1,133 to 175. South 
Vietea'!Ula •• from 1,02.6 to 140 • ..em" from. 9.351 to 4. '54. 

h 1. too .. &'1y to ten wheth~n' the cuHDt "lWl" will b. followed 
by a renewal of intene. a,Atm. Ln I Co .. ,. o*' whethar Sallol wlli now 
challgo Lta atrata". 

Hanoi may leel that ita DMZ a'n'81)' has ".a too coatly In 
&erna of 1t. limited pln.. U 80, ~air altema&tvaa aH: 

_ ne&ot1&,. with or without. COCUllilatioa of tile fiptm" 

- retreat fa-ol'n ata,8 m to .ta.8 n baaur,OIlCY (f .. apGlltal'Y 
evidence lndlc:at •• that tbi. ?I'oco.a may 118 UDderway IA aorne aro .. a); 
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~ a c:ombinatioa of tb.. above. 

On tb. Qthel' AaatJ. Hanoi may _U decW. to pUl'tlue U_ DMZ 
.~rat.3Y cieepit. ita hip eoa •• _cau •• : 

- even tbouaJ'11t t. • ·'10.ln," lKntelY. It may ttu.y mo .. e 
Urne at h:a. COllt than otbor alternati".e (Haul may calculate 
tha.i they 'lliol.lld have autt ..... evea mIltre tf they bacl aot adopted 
the PMZ strate,y). 

- tor. thne, at lean. tM corwnlillllata may })o prepared 
to exchange 7. aoo killed a ,noNil for 800 Ameriean o.eatha (oS' 
1,700 friendly <iNth.) it they believe that thftl' wUl to ,."ut b 
that mucb .troa, ... than CIIU' •• 

W. W • .Roatow 
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