Wednesday, October 25, 1967
11:50 a. m.

Mr, President:

This passage from a recent
brlefing by Gen. Davidson, J-2 In
Saigon, will interest you.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rin
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‘Day by day, the war in the south s Wumnﬁmxaﬂorm
Vietnamese war. To this date, Hamol has not pablicly sdmitted the
introduction of military forces into South Vietnsm. Wa have evidence
that thore are at least 55, 000 North Vietnamaese in the uutry vith
substantial numbers being infiltrated uehmnth.

We also have mounting evidence that ﬂu Mu-hu enemy is
rapidly losing heart for the war. Once the snemy was able to recruit about
© 7,000 men per month from the population. Now we believe fewsr than '
3, 500 axe recruited; and many of these are boys J4 snd 15 years of age.
Women are also being recruited whers possible in exder to release more
men to combat. No doubt the enemy is u-ywe-mm recrulting
deficlency in the South by increasing his rate of infiltration from the North.
While we do not know just how successful he {9 we belisve he has not sent
south enough men to offset his losses during the past several months. We
balieve the tide has turned and the enemy mngth h,‘n‘_ﬂu docnnt. -

I hava stated that thers is evidence of klt-!iu m&h ud diulplim
smong the southern enemy--the true Viet Cong. There are fawer but
significant signs that the Northera invader is likewise weakeaing. Here are
just a faw sxtracts taken from captured Ml M hﬂnsz

“As we go to the South, we are hldthtwuo ‘bh;tanbouu the South,
that we will be welcomed, that we will fight the Americans. But when we
arrive we are not grested as liberators. When we enter vllhgu. the people
alk us to leave. I begin to feel like s hpct.

Another wrote about his tripbtha&mﬁu

"Walked 30 km today-<began to eat am«l M--W 17 hm bd:y--
bridges washed out. Walked 22 km hdly-trwr ¢ is down. ™

This same diary covered a period of mere than thres months while his

unit moved through the -amammcummmdm
Vietnam. Near the cndj:tng: diary are entries which indicate that many of

his comradee have been laft behind due to sicknens tmght on by the bastlle
elemonts and severe shortage of food.

One soldler wrota his puronts saylng:

“Today I am in the innsrmost racesses ol Y brnt in the Wut.arn !-nghhnds.

Here [ live a life without joy, and moﬁm“ 4 tcd like & dond man. We are
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| wdﬂngtorthoﬁmtbﬂm but I have

Ot Yid P R

of my comrades wers killed in htu.. _l'thlnk ﬂu_ ulu hu u a%g me.

These are mild mm-m. typlul of m n.mp eudmm womn«d
by the snemy. There ars othars which hurth Mﬂlm lu herrlbh t!ut
we consider them to be ustrue.

. To undarstand the true llplﬂuneod‘&c my'l mMmut
realize that the war has taken & subtle but dramatic change ovar the Jast few
months. The enemy is now steadily lostag control of the populated areas,
Aund as in any insurgency when you begin o lase control of the people you
are beginning to lose the war. The oumy'- pnhhm then iz how to reverse
this population loss? -

He can go ondoingvhuhthshu. htthllvﬂInﬂlyludeut
since each day he grows weaker while wlxm llrmor. SRR ,

He can aagotinte, but we neeu-ﬁdmo&uhh-uyum jutent
to megotiate on terme acceptable (o us. 'Thers has been some talk of using
negotiations as a means of gaining time hwhlzh h uhlldm htnu.

He mmhllutﬂuhtryululn‘rlpnﬂdm tmiﬂag!.reu
in North Vietnam. Should he do so, mhmmuummmm
mtcma would certainly be his total Mut.

He would ask for volnatesrs from Chln. m-h. lnd eﬂnr bloc
countries, but there is as evidence that efther Chisa or Russia are wﬂnnz
to anpgeuhal grmdm.
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