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REF: Bucharest 604 ' 

1. Your excellent account of interv~ew wi til }murer 

has been studied with great interest. 

2. Please malte appointment with Maurer as soon 

as possible and durin;; that discussion. express, on 

behalf of the President~ appreciation of Maurer's 

. account and gratitude for his OHn valuable obser­

vations. You should express the President's per­

sonal satisfaction .nt Maurer's having .accurately 
, 

conveyed to the Nvl:'th Vietnalllcse leaders the 

interest of the usa in working fora settlement 

of the Viet Nam probl(~m on the basis of full free-

dom for the South Vicl;nall'lcse to determine ~eir 

O"WO destiny. The Pr(;wident also welcomed Maurer's 

telling the North Vietnamese tbat he found the 
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US goal as expressed to him by thePresiden t and Secretary ot State 

of a solution within the basic framet~ork of the 1954 Geneva Accords. 

provided a real basis for discussions. The President belleves. 

that to the extent Maurer succeeded in impressing these basic 
>" , 

truths upon the North Vietnamese leaders he performed a 'very 

significant service and one in the interests of all nations. 

3. Please inform Maurer that Governor Harriman, who is charged. 

t~ith directin~ the US -effort: to bring about apeace£ul solution 

in VietNam. will be in Pakistan in late Nove~erto head the 

US delegation at the dedicBtipn of the ~!8ngla Dam. If Mtiurer 

agrees that; it \l7ould be useful to have further franlt and private 

talks on the Vietnamese situation as a follo·...,-up to his talks 

with the President and the Secretary of State. Harriman would 

. arrange to visit Bucharest on his return journey. Impression 

that Hardman visi t connec ted wi th Ma urer' Ii trip migh t be 

ttinimized since Harriman also considering visiting one or two 

other East European nations such as Yugoslavia. FYI: If 

Haurer wel-coUles Harriman visit it: is important for us to know 

~'lhether he regards Harriman visit to other East European capital 

or capitals as necessary or desirable. END FYI. 

4). You should emphasize the importance USG attaches to 
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Maurer's conversations with the Nvrth Vietnamese and the Chinese 
:;--

and therefore press him for the most detal1edand" precise accounts 

of those matters which he has already di:::cussed with you. Unless 
, . ~ . 

you think it counter-productive you should enquire about possibilitY 
\ 

of obtaining further Bmplifcation from otherJ{umanian officials / 

who accompanied him. You should point out our' need to be able 

to differentiate between the North Vietnamese and Rumanian posi-
, .... , 

tions as they were revealed in their talks. Forexumple. as re~, 

'ported reitel, Mllurer e}~plained Rumanian position as requesting 

North Viet Nam to decUre categorically tbat in case bombardment . 

c~a3ed 'unconditionally and forever ~!orth Viet~am would be willing 

to start negotiations for a solution within the framework of 
, 

the 1954 Gcneva Accords. According to Haurer the NVN replied 

in a sense \i,llich essentiallya,;;r.eed with Rumania, i.e., if 
I, , 

bombdrdment ccased they would be prepared to enter ne~otiations~ 

The precise t~ori:Ulng of the reply is obviously of great signi-

ficance to, the USG. 'Did Hanoi 41s1t for cessation of bombardment? ' ,~ 

Did Hanoi use the words permanently or unconditionally? Did 

Hanoi differentiate (as it has in the past) amon~ contacts, talks 

and negotiations and which word did they use to describe the dis­

cussions that would take place after the stopping of the 
... ~ .-. , .:~'~.' ., 
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boIllhing? Was it clear that the stopping of bombin~ would be 

. follot-1ed by ta~s within a. short time? ~Ihat indications were 

there of the matters that would be taken UJl at the talks? What 

was Hanoi's reaction to 11aurer t s'request that it "categorically'· 
\ '. 

declare its readiness to begin talks after the stopping of the I 

boIllhing? FYI Usual DRV formul~ltion is that talk "could'" foilO'l~ 
bombing halt. End FYI , . " ' 
5. Otiler specific ~oints on which we hope Maurer will be willing 

,~. 

to furnish .further information'include: 

a) vIhether the expectation that fighting t~ill continue 
.;~i 

.in ~outh Viet Nam concurrently with negotiations is 

Rumanian or North VieolBmese and, if NVN, the reasoning 

behind their e)~pectation. 

~b) ~lhether NVN agl:eed ~Jith Rumania that basic prillvisions 

of -54 Geneva Accords provided real basis for discussions. 

If so, can Maurer provide any SPecific indication of how/ 

North Vietnamese view basic provisions? 
.. .~ 

~.--
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c) ';o1hat did Hanoi indicate as its conception of 

under which South Vietnallle$e people could dec_ide 

own destiny? 

conditions' _" ':"\ .. ' ". 

their 

d) What "special ties" betvlcen South Viet Naill and the 
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US did North Viet N.lm see· as possibly emerging as result 

oe talks ending conflict? 
. . . . 

Hhat is the basis for Maurer's distinction bettieEm . ., 

the fr~ leaders who ase thei~ own brains and those who 
\ 

n1ake judgments under Chinese .influence?· What underlies 

his jud~ent that Chinese ~nfluence on North Viet Nam 

"from war viewpoint"is dim:i..nishing? ~1hat "elasticity" in 
., . . 

position of USG does Maurer suggest would strengthen 

independent elements in North Viet Nam? 

f) lihat further information can Maurer provide as to 

North Viet Nam's ViCvlS on reunification of Viet Nam? 

g) To T/lhat ex.tent did t-!orth Viet Nam leaders authorize 

Maurer to give report to USG? 

6. You Slould enquire whether,. :Jince Haurer's conversations in 

Hanoi, Rumanians have received any indication of Hanoi's reaction 

to the President's September 29 San Antonio formulation. In 
. -

connection with this enquiry YOIl should state that the President 
/ 

has instl"Ucted you co inform H;;u~rer of two illlportant points: ... 

DS·322A 

a) . There can be no doubt as to the magnitude of NVN 

infiltration into South Vi.et Nam. Throu;;h the c3Dture 

of hundreds of prisoners, t;housands of documents. the 
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interrog'ation of numerous defectors from the NVN army 

and other means of intelligence collection the USC, 

can state categorically that there are now in South' 
• Viel: r~am at least 50,000 regular soldiers ,of the North 

Vietnamese Army formed into it: least 80 battalions. 

Furthermore, 'the USC cstiluates, on the "'basis of reliable 

evidence that NVU infiltration has averaged approximately 

5,000 men per mOnth over the last two y(;.>ars. Finally 

you should note that continued artillery and other 
, . attacks upon US positions in South Viet: N...Im just belot1 

the i)HZ are being made solely by regular units of the 

" NVN army which are not included in the figures given above. 

b) The Presid<;nt. in maklug his assumption that the 

North Vietnamese would not: tal{e advantage of the bombing 
-cessation or limitation t<1hile discussions pl·oceed. was " entirely 

not assuming North Viet Nam would cut off/its support to 

its forces in the South while the armed stru~~le was At the same ti!:le USG loJould feel J.:.c 
con t il1uiug')/.ot:j:tX~'11:al<:4~:tet~u.-Y~Qi::.:£J;a:s:§uiJ'iiSt~W.Yili~~ NVN 
sou~ht to take ' 

*&'i(G:1..'{l:;.W:'Ut100xadvantageof the bombingcesestion or 
" limitation to increase its support 
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of its forces in the South. 
, , 

to IOOtU1t Inree-scale visible resu?plyC!ff()rts~O';Y' '1Dlposs:Lble it t..TOuld 
. . I ' . 

:1 not be ~cting in good faith. - , . ( 

, 

7. Yoa ahould close by Gga:l.n noting' USC ~at:1ficationat the highest 'I' , ,'" ", 
levels for Rumanian contribution ar.denquire ,IDlatfurther role l,:r.aur~r 

antici?~tes for Rumsnis. 
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