Mondsy, October 23, 1967 .
- 7:40 a.m. R .
Mr. President; o | pv/ {‘}))
Thers is a good deal o!lhath(

of truth In this assesament, notably
the passage marked in red. ' '

1 shall try to find out who the

"highly yualified Communist dlplmih S j !
source” ls. o \
W. W. Restow |
UPI 044A (London)(by K. C. Thaler) | o
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*  'PEACE 10723 NX Co
WITH VIZT 0124 L

\F

BY K. C. THALER - I TR T P
LONDON (UPI)--NORTH VIETNAN WILL REFUSE TO ATTEAD ANY o
LLETNAjK PEACE TALKS BEFORE THE 1968 U.S. PRESIDENTIAL "y 00 S
ELECTION AND WILL SPURN ANY ATTENPT BEFORE THEN TO GET .THEM T0 -~
THE CONFERENCE TABLE BY HALTING AMERICAN ‘BOMBING ATTACKS, A o .
HIGHLY QUALIFIED COWMMUNIST DIPLOMATIC SOURCE .SaID TODAY, vl
THE DIPLOMAT SAID PRESIDENT: HO CHI MINH OF NORTH VIETNaM =
FLELS THERE IS NO POINT IN NEGOTIATING WITH PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S
ADUINISTRATION. HE SAID HO PREFERS TO WAIT UNTIL AFTER THE " .
ELECTION, TAXING A CHANCZI ON A POSSISLE HAJOR U.S. POLICY » .
CHANGE, | ) ST e B LR e e
THE DIPLOMAT SAID HO HaS PUT A HIGHER PRICE ON PEACE TALKS -
THaw A WERE CESSATION OF ANERICAN BOMBING, - . .. * 0
HO WANTS ADVANCT RZCOGNITION BY. THE UNITED STATES OF THE =%
VIET CCNG AND ITS POLITICAL ARi1, THE. SO-CALLED SOUTH VIETNAMESE. .
NATIONAL LIRBERATION FRONT, AS A FULL PARTNER TO anNy - o
NZGOTIATED SETTLENENT, | - e
HC"S DEMAND IS PRCMPTED BY THE CONMUNIST'THESIS-THAT’ANYTHING}
SHORT GF FOR#AL RECOGNITION OF THE COMHUNIST~LED FACTION - 7 e
AS A KEY FACTOR IN SQUTH VIETWNAIl, PRIOR TO PEACE TALKS, WOULD-
Bi TANTAMOUNT TO A "XIS3 OF DEATH TO THE REVOLUTION IN VIETNAM, " |
THE DIPLOMAT REVEALED HO"S POSITION WHILE PASSING THROUGH
IN A REZUARKABLY FRANX ASSESSHENT OF THE VIETNAM SITUATION °
THE DIPLGHATIC INFORMANT~~QSTENSIBLY WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE
COMMUNIST LINE-~ALSO MADE THESE POINTS: . _ S n
=-HANOI REASONS THAT QNCE WASHIIGTCH DISCONTINUES BOMBING, -
IT WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR IT TO RESUME IT IN THE FACZ CF STRONG
WORLD QPINICHN. ‘ o : - S L
=-HAUCI ITSEZLF, HAS, IT MUST BE RIZLMZERED, NEVER MADE ANY. .. -
COMMITMENT TG START NITOTIATIONS AS 50C: AS 4 EOMBING PaySge :
HAS DEly REACHED. ALL PIOMISES AND SUGGESTIONS TO THAT - .
FRICT HAVE COHE FROK TiLIRD PARTIZS, %O0WI OF THZy BINDING GN
THEZ WORTH VIETHNAMESI GOVERNMTNT. T . ot .
-~THE ESSENCE OF anY NEGOTIATIONS_FROM.HANOI'S VIEWPCGINT . b
THZ ADVANCE RECCHNITION OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION 7RCNT '
THI SCUTH AS A FULL PARTNER TO AnY SUTTLEMENT AND NOT MERELY
i GOTIATING FACTIOHN ACRGSS THZ COUFEZRENCE TABLE.®
. ==~FO02 4 FIGHTING REVOLUTIONARY HOVEMENT TO ENTER INTO
NSGOTIATICNS WITH ITS OPPOWENT WITHOUT ANY SUCH FIRYN
COGNITION IS TANTANOUNT TO DEFEAT, SINCE ONCE ARHS HAVE -
Si.l LAID DOWH THE REVOLUTION HUST BE CONSIDERED DEAD.
‘ --HANOI CAN CONTINUE TO FIGHT, WITH BOTH THE SOVIET UNION
A0 CCHEUNIST CAINA FORCED, FOR THEIR OWN REASONS, TO SUPPORT
[T WITH ARKS AND OTHER ASSISTANCE. ' . b R
© ==ANOTHER INSISTINCE OF THE HANOI REGIME WILL BE A FIRM ©
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SERICAN UNDEIRTAKING, ALSO IN ADVANCE OF NEGOTIATICNS, TO =
Z&YL SCUTH VIETNAG, THE ONLY CCNCESSION SEING THaT = =
IT

e
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HDRAWAL NEZD NOT BE IWHEDIATE AND IN ONE MOVZ, R : ‘
IT CAN THERIFORE BE ACCEPTED THAT HANOI PLANS TO CONTINUE 4

‘HZ FIGHT, PROBAELY THROUGH THE YEAR, THE SOURCES SAID.
JNS53AE o | ‘ -
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