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Lo~60~' (~PI;~~~~~TI! VIETNAN tV,ILL REfUSE TO ATTENDANY'" VIETNAi'l PEACE TALKS BEFORE THE 1968 U. S. PRESIDENTIAL' ': , ELECTION AND tHLL SPURN ANY ATTENPT BEFORE THEN TO GET.THEt1 TO THE CONFERENCE TABLE BY HALTING At1ERICANBOMBING ATTACKS, A HIGHLY QUALIfIED COm1UNIST DIPLOi'lATIC SOURCE SAID TODAY •. ,. THE DIPLOI1AT SAID PHESIDENT' HO CHI MINH OF NORTH VIETNAM FEELS THERE IS NO POINT IN NEGOTIATING \vITH PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S AD i'llNISTRATION. HE SAID HO PREfERS TO WAIT UNTIL AF'TER THE I ELECTION, TAKING A C;!ANCE: ON A POSSIBLE MAJOR U.S •. POLICY t CHA ~\lGE. 
. i' THE DIPLOt1AT SAID HO HAS PUT A HIGHER PRICE ON PEACE TALKS THAN A t'lERE CESSATION Of MiERICAN BOt'mING. • HO t'JANTS ADV{.,NC:: RECOGNITION BY, THE UNITED STATES OF .THE' VIET CONG AND ITS POLITICAL AR~, THE SO-CALLED SOUTH VIETNAMESE, . N.~TIOI'JrIL LIBE::lATION fRONT, AS A fULL PARTNER. TO ANY N:::GOT IA ED GEnUi';S ,iT. . . , HO' S D£1'IAND IS Pi\O,I]PTED BY THE CONi1UNIST THESIS THAT 'ANYTHING: SHORT OF FORMAL RECOGNITION OF THE CO~NUNIST-LED FACTION " AS A KEY FACTOi, IN SOUTH VIETj~A;'l, p;:nOR TO PEACE: TALKS, \VOULD Bil: TM~TMiOUNT TO A "[(IS3 OF DEATH TO THE REVOLUTION IN VIETNM1."', THE DIPLOi'lAT REVEALED HO' S POSITION WHILE PASSING THROUGH 

LON~~NA REiiJARKABLY FRANK ASSE~Sl'JENT OF THE VIETNAi1 SITUATION ' THE D I?LOi'lA TIC INfORI1ANT--OSTENSIBL Y WELL ACQUA INTED WITH THE COMMUNIST LINE--ALSO MADE THESE POINTS: 
--HANOI REASONS THAT ONCE WAS:m:GTC;, DISCONTINUES BOMBING,' IT I.'IILL BE D IF'FICULT FOR IT TO RESC:E:: n IN THE fAC: OF STRONG l,i:JF?LD OPDJION. 
-- Hfl,~;OI ITSELF, H.~S, .IT HUST BZ RZi'i:::lEERZJ. ~lEVER i1ADE AtiY COMMITMENT TO START N:~0TIATIO~S AS 50C0 AS A SONBING PAJSE HAS ,;L:::; i(EACHED. t,LL ?:';':;:lISES Ai~D SUGGESTIOIlS TO nAT SF!";':~C'I' ;L~\VE CO:"li!: Ff(Oi;~ "r;~Ij(D PAnrrzs, \qi~Z OF THZ;'j BINCING ON TN: \~~~Tri VIZTNAMESZ GCVZR~l~S~T. 
--THr.: ESSENCE OF' ANY NEGOTIATIO{iS FRON HANOI'S VIEWPOINT IS T ADVANCE RECC~~ITION OF THE NATIONAL iI3ERATION 7RCNT It~ T:lE SOUTH AS A /ULL ?ARTNEi1 TO ,t,;;Y :::iTTLEiijEi,T AND NOT ;'lEREL Y il :,i20TIATING FACTIOl) p.CiWSS TiE CO~,fEFEl~CE TABLE.' 
--FO:' A FIGHTING HEVOLUTIONARY t·JQVEi,lENT TO EtHER INTO l~1 ;;ZGOTII\TIOc;S \'lITH ITS O?POlVENT tvIT:-iOUT ANY SUCH FIRt1 

~~COGNITION IS TA~TAMOUNT TO DEFEAT,SINCS ONCE ARMS HAVE J~~:: LAID DOWN THE REVOLUTION MUST BE CONSIDERED DEAD. 
I --IiANOI CAN CONTINUZ TO F'IGiH, WITH BOTH THE SOVIET UNION i;NO CO;'lilut\IST CiiINA fORCED, FOR THEIR OWN REASONS, TO SUPPORT [T WITH AHf'lS AND OTHER ASSISTANCE. . I, --At;OTHEH L\lSISTENCE OF THE HANOI REGH1E ~JILL BE A FIRM'; '1':'l!::.'RICA>J Ut\UZRTAJ:I:W, ALSO I.N ADVANCE OF NEGOTIATIONS, TO' :St,VZ OGUTH VETN!"li:, THE ONLY CONCESSION BEING TrlAT . '" • 
l1ITiiH'6~~L T;~i~iFg~1 ~~ ~gg~~i~bE T~~~ ~~Ng~Ep~~~~' TO CONTINUE [HE FIGHT, PROBABLY THROUGH THE YEAR, THE SOURCES SAID. . I J N653AED 
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