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EYES ONLY 
~SFSR~BUTTERCUP 

INFORMATION 

W~~y. N~r8. 1~7 
9:00 •• m. 

Mr. Prestdeat: 

Herewith. lor lIIformaUoa. 
Sec. a .... •• sq.e.UOD to Amb. Bllllkel' 
that we Rot ume 11. S. pl'1 .... r.. 11. 
let th.m. •• II1II ftt .ome la peel' beaWl. 
The 1'''.'': 11. S. plck ...... nttaer 
than othen1ay aame woal14 lavo1" .. the:r 
' ... quit, 01' .q ... tloa of im,Ol'taRce of 
lDdlvldu&1s coac.nted. wJa1ch c01lld .. 
m.isleniDI. 

w. W. Rostow 

SF 'U;'Z'/EYES ONLY 

WWRoBtow:rln 

-----------r-------

COpy LBJ LHlRA~Y 



OLA-5;3 • ., •.• ': 
DO YEKADS 
DE YEXADL 294 .3i2313.:s 
o 1387.11 n ZYM 

TO i;ilITEHOUSE 
ZEN/DEPT. OF STATE UN/eso 
Z::WCAS: SAIGON 

RE"CEIVED 
'·WH~A·:·. 

ZEM. 1161 NO'; 8;'c 02 29 - S l!Z e ReT 0se119Z VIA CAS CHANNELS CIT1tCAS IIASHI!lGTON '0294 NOOIS BUTTERCUP 
mOM SECSTATE 
TO AMBASSADOR·' BUNKER .' SAIGON 
THE. VHITli: HOUSE,EXClUSIVEFOR I!!R"::'ROSTO'l 
S:;;CDEF,,'EXCLUSIVE. FOR' SECRETARY' MCtlAl'JARA SE CSTATE;~·: EXCl.!lSIVE'FOR SECRUARY RUSK 
OIRECTOR.,CIA,·IXClUSlYE FOR:HR. MELIfS REFt A. SAl.Gott 525 .. 

B~ SAIGON:509' 
C.' CASIWASHINGTON':49639 

. . ONLESS.OTHERW I~: lNOI CA TED.:' I If; OUR·::raUTTER CUP MESSAez:s:TO "YOU. THEY;' AR£j$Ul3Jic::T:iTO::;OUR;:DESIRE.~TO.LEA\lEJI'INAL:tlECISIONS~OH l)iTA "LS.· IN!:YDIJR."'JfANDS. .. ' ... ' .. f..... •. '. . _...... . , .,. 
TJi£'~,FOLLOWING rARE; OUR<' PRESENt'GSUGGESTIONSS 
1.'·V"HIl.S:.:"E"AGRa:ON;.DESIRABItITY~:OJ!':;:1R)'INal'.m.'.OBTt\IN,RELEASS:iOF US:;P1IIS, AT ,EARLIEST:, POSSIBLE'. ftO~NT.~r WE:::Da~ NQY,':TIiINK;iW:ADVISABLE TO ,:60; BEYOfID~.'SUGG£STIM,rHAT·: US'WOtILDREGARI):;IHtIEIIIA1'£::,RELEASE OF'(SQME';·AHER ICAN: PWS'(PARTlCULARL Y~.NY~tWHO:: NA YBE';~IN';, POOR',flEALTfl> AS;:SIGN:,O'ijHLY·. Goon, FAlrH~'MATCHING.'·OURGOOD'''AITH 'IN·:REL£ASING SAU:HAAND;"THOSE.:CAPl'fJRElF.Tl!ROtIGH HtrtiJHD:;OTHERVIS£"UETING .. NLf:CO NO IT IONs.t,iltWE:,· PREFEffTO: AVOID" lWIlmi;~EITlmR~;SPECIYIC' rr:-. D IVIOUALS ,OR EXACT':zruMBElt OF' PERSONS VE:1.EXPECT.T.o::8!' REUAs!D~: 2;. ",; 11£; SUGGEST: THAT, A SEtfTENtE.BE ADDED':AT"ENIl,OF:'PARAGRAPH 50· OF' REF "CON INDlCATING:'THAT:USWOULDREGARDfIKlmDIATERELEASE OF, SOME :USPRlSONERS CPARfICULARLY ANY VJ«I'MAY'B)i"IN POORHEALTH> liS APPROPRIATE· SIGN OF' ve.· GOOD FAITH.'.·:YN ORDEilNOT~TO DELAY POSSI BLE RELEASE OF us PWS.THIS GESTURE' OF: GOOD FAITH SHOULD BE PUT FORWARD AS SUGGESTION AND NOT AS PRIOR>,CONDInON~:_WE SHOULD SIANO, ON OFFER CONTAINED IN PARAGRAPH '1)/01 RiF' C. 3.·;,IF WE. ARE GOING TO SUGGEST IMMEJ)IATE/REUAsr"OFiUSPfllSoNElt:St WE BELI£VE WE SHOULD, ALSO ADVANCE SOME:: POSSIBLE'. MECH~ISM WHICH WOULD AVOID GIVINGOLEAR,PUBLIC IMPRESSION· OF AGREED EXCHANGE ... O~MEiHOD:' NIGHTBl!: TO'lfAVl!: NtF· fiOTIFY.,us,tHAT>PVS IN POOR:HEALTH WIl.L. BE"'IN.DESIGNATED,AREA:AT,DESIGNAtED;;TIME?FOR;iEVACUATION'BY' . US , HELI co Pl'Elt •. ,.~miE::, RELEASE CODLD'~ BE;,' PORTRAYED'::AS::;,Hijt'lANlT All lA N GXST.l1It,.E:. 

4·i;. \IE.: ARE': CONCERIftl)'.OVl!:R'ii.POSSlaltlTY:RAlSED';Ilr'.Rt~;a:~'.'I'HAT,SAUi>.HA" MAY:. NOT:WANT,TO., 1iETUR NZ,tO:LNLy"t~~{ff}IAT~·,IS;tCAS:cEVAtUA.TION2, , . 5 • VHIt.E:;WEDO·: NOT, BELIEVE,\: wr:SHOUlJ):;'INITIATE:,Fl}R TIiER1.DISCUSSIOH W ITK LOMF ABOUT':POUTI CAL',. CONTENT-'OF" lIESSAGE' FROIFNU'·' YO U, tlAJ':lI ISH TOOBSERV£ 'IF·THIEURAISE.SI POINT:':TifAT\WE'~:DISAOREE:~:WITH'LOAtI";S INTERPRETAhOI'l"CREF ,S: PARA ',1 )·>THAf::'t)l'£Rlt>;,IS·SilUOUS:INCONSISTENCY ur NLF' MESSAGE, ~"HI eRST AlES. BOTH.TlIAT·,THE.Yf ARE~\Ult.ING:t, T01AL.K'ABO UT BROADER.ISSL'ESTHAU pv, EltCHANGE AND'THATNOw:c'IS:HOT:~RIGHT~TImE TOTALl(·PEACE.::. WE REGARD,'THE LATTER STATEMENT:: iN 'CONTEXT." OFJ!r,';': LA NeE 0 F ME SSA Gt. PR !HAR IL Y" AS AN. ATTEMP't> TO.: SJilOW"NLF . IN POS Ino N 
I. 

01" STRENGTH. . ., . 
5. tiE ARE., AWAITING YOUR DRAFT RESPONSE'. TO NLF l')ESSAGE. GP-l 

_____ 5 _~~, __ .__ .-sF'RVATION C(PYN - ~~i"!rm;z'ifj ....,.-_. . . 
COPY LBJ LHiRAtiyl\ 




