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;Ph t 5t i '/BUTTERCUP/SENSITIVE 

Mr. Presldeat: 

This Is a summary of the attached. 

Thiea. 0 bela, fglly .rieled, reacted posltively bat with caution and 
.enaltivity to the political dugera. 

He f •• ls the National Liberatio FJoont Is "DOt aerloua" la their atated 
w111inl" •• to _. OD to .... tabU.hIaa th. baala for r.aolvIaa ,r.ater matter." 
after workIaa out the pdacmer excbaD,e, D1It ala. , •• 1s taat It la too Important 
a poaaibillty to 1&_re and. therefor •• tIlere la aa crnrrldIaa co.alel.ration 
for lUI to "t.at" tbelr aiacerlty 'by 0111' maltla, th ... xl )DO" and oba.rvtac their 
re.po .. e to It. t1 Thl •• dealanated Oe .. ral Loaa as hla actlo officer 0 the 
prlaoaer of weI' aapect. of the caae, .lIt reaerYecl apecUically to hima.U the 
substantive pollt1c:al .apecta of tile ea... Thlell. belie ... that we ah01ild not 
laitlany re1 •• a. too maay of the priaonera uld 'by 0lU' alele, in order to retain 
aome barsainq power lor later atase. of dlacuaioa with the NLJ'. and ahould 
alao coulder apeclfyIaa .xactly which 11. S. or VletDameae ,riaoaera we would 
11k. the NLF to r.l •• a.. Thle. atreseed that It could be an eJttremely •• rioua 
political problem. to the Oovemment or Vietnam. U the NU, alter releaaing 
aom. Alnerlcaa priaonera. were to prepa,andi .. that the rele .. e was a reawt 
of United States Ocrnrmnent 11al •• with the Natloaal Liberati. Front a. a 
poUUcal a.tlty. and that pracauU ... sh01ild be takell to ina.re aecrecy or 
thla undertakinl on priBoner excbange. 
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SANITUlm 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'q'f -.,.'71" 

By C& "NARA Datelp-I~'% 

to 
. ,., .. ;I,'.'.,~ .. '., '-,:~'.;' :,:'1 .. - .~ . ,. _ ::; .,-: .. ~~~.;:,.;:;.-~.<:.:.;,':'" . 

SECSTATE:~,rXCLUSIVE, FOR, SECRETARYR . 
. ':.:- <:..:: .. -":: . i.-.f< ';';' .:./,:-.' -.;.~~ .;.: ~:.:::' .. !:'~ ,', _ - , :'::"'.: :.,' ~ ;·t.-: i:~i~:.: .:'.~; ~> :_ ~'~: ~~,.;~;~:'; ""1/.,.",", !v'"'' 

SECDEF,'EXCLUSIVE FOR SECRETARY MCNAMARA' 
" :. :. ._~ '~.' ... :':.:< ..... ~.: ~~/.'.', ... ' .:-..,. ,",,::::(.:' t.'·:::,::,~,:,~",\!~>.~",.~:i'{··~>·/~;:: '::- ;:.:.~~ 4~ : ': .\~'": "~;i"'" ",', ...... ".1'. 

DIRECTOR'" CIA". EXCLUSIV£FORMR., HELMS "';, 
L\ '." :;- : :.;:.:-':' ",: 'f"'~' .• ,',~:- ',' -::.,.~,~.<:.- .. : .. ""~--~~:.':':'::'::' .. -:.,} i..x',~_' .~ •• ;.; ..•. : . -',' 

'GUIkRAL§~~~~~~~~N~' a .. iil: ,.""."". 
HISTORY"OF~THE·,·.CASE::: FOR' , .. ~ i!!M~ T 

. REQUESTED'AS';CONllITIONS . 
. 8 Y:,'rm:::, Nl;.f~':~~f;',:IHlEU(ST A 
OV£RTURZ'> FROM"THE:;NLF' 
OV£P''';REACTTO. THtNLF" Ml ~S5j~GE :;~~~iq;J:ij;\:~:;:"t~r~ 
NLF'. IS' ~NOT:5ER IOUS':','IN .lllEIR . . W!t.LINGNESS: .~.~ 

.-::STAELISHING THE BASIS, fOR:'RESOL VINGGREATER MATTERS':'; 
WOit KING. OUT THE?RISONER,J:XCliAtiGE,: .!3UT;'J\LSC);; FEELS~J·.HAT:"I~~ .. ~~·,.~,-
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T'IN' 
STAT:e:ME~lTS.·' OF"THE'CERTAINTY" D . U.·S .. \DtFEAT'· 
E:VIDENCE'T.liEY,'WOULD" NOLeE.~:INTERESTED, IN ~ 
OTHER"":LAP'GERMATTERS ... ;;An'ER'.A::PR~S~tmf:;l-lINGE'~"];DUR ','. 
AN? AFTE~, ~EA~IMG. !HE: ~90CTOBER. :~MESSAGE'.T~HEIU . 
REI~ARKEDTHAT NLFCAN.~OTBE TRUE ,A ~ .E:.MUST.BE-WARY. ,J,,:'.:,'-:.','" 

..... ,.... . .••. _ •... ,;..;.. ....... _. p ___ ......... _ .• _ ... .-._ • . ' .~,,-. ".M'" - --". -...... ..' .•• ·r. 
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or' THE:IR' "TRA?S-, ·'THAT. \JIt:'\IIU~"[ CHE'CK CARERJl.tY~· 
THE: .DEGREE: OF· IMPORTANCE TOTHENLFOF' TJIE ffiJ::;;UI!/U 
ARE'. ASKING· TO . BE RELEASED,::'AND ':S?E:CUL'A1rm UAFlA IiIUE-' 
\/LWOULD'.HAVE.THA·LTHE· NU::WOULD. RELEASE' 
VIETNAMESE: .'. PH ISONER 5 .IN·RESPONSE:. TO OUR' . ..,......,.. 
CONCLUDEU·· THAT. ALTHOUGH J£,IiOUBTSi T,HE' 
ABOUT·'AN't;THING· BROADERHHAff;'A""PR ISONEFt 
THEY'WOULO: HOPE:,rO::GA Iik!HE:~NE.r 
TOO. 'IMPORTANT;A'I'JATTER .. ' ' T!:"':'I""""'U'" 
APPROPR IATE:'.STEP/ .' 
THIEIJ.; (:oMMENTED ...... u· ...... 

OF: .. THE Iii. {IMPORT 
LE AVE·;; US. NO' MA TEn . 
WE OB SER.VE;;;THE:,RECIPR 
RELEASING: OR;:: NOT,; 
.ATTHIS ·POINT'.:1;HIE:U\ 
PR ISONERS-;WE. WANT{THEM\ . '. ..' 

THE:'::ACTION: THE'! HAVE. REQm:s.TED;.ON'.:VIE:T.'!"~' ~~i~~~:~!~~g~~~~;~!~~ . 4 ':.~~·THlEU STRESSED', TH£' GRAVITY'. OF'··THE'· 
GVN IF:' THE:~VIE:nIAl'lESE:PEOPLE;WE!U: TO, .'. . ... F:·. i.,",)"".;:,,~,.!., 
LIAISOi .. BETWEEN THE.USG: ANOt-HE,NLF,AND COMMENTEDi.ON'·' ~Uc·";": 
POSSIBILITY OF THE. NLF RElEASING A'NUMBE.ll .OFAMEiH'cAN ?C .. ":.:; .. ;' (i·:; ::.:c:-!:/';) 
PR ISONERS ANll THEN·' PROPAGANDIZING THAT T!£IR. RELEASE WAS II ' .. ' 
RESULT OF U. S;G. 'tIIIISONIIfITH THE NATIO~IAL'rnONT' AS· A POL 

A ENTITY. .··IN ANSWER TO THEIU~ S QUERYOW:~' IQ' tWUR. E: :''''''er;'' ..•. 
::LI) ~!AXIMUMSECRECY OF THIS mIDERTAKING,' ~ ,lIND'I.CATED .. '':;'J'; :t"f::,:t~ 

THAT ':tiE 'iERE PLANNING \ TO 5UGGESTTHilT P I NERS'OW JiELD .' , , 
BY GVN BE RELEASED UNDER. THE GV~I 1 NOVEMm:R'G!NERAL.:A~lNES!Y;. 

FOR POLITIC.ALPRISONERSWITH NOA!EIHCAtl HAND. SHOWING~;;A~N~;D'~'II~r~II!~ THAT· IN THE. CASE' OF" ,Mle' AllY.. SIIlE:. K 
DECIDE: TO'RELEAS::': .. WHO JiOULl> GOBACK,TO" . 
WOULD BE PRINCI?ALL Y:. CONCERNED, WITH 
M·iD SHOL'LD BE. NO PROBLEM 
MADE.: THAT.:" THE> 'NLF"'"CO ULD ~;,~;:·"~;;~':"(;I'I:>::' 
OUR, PRESENT LINK, . 
?R ISO Tl:lfnh.Fi\L,!?~~~'fi 
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