“SECERET /BUTTERCUP/SENSITIVE
Monday, November 6, 1967 -- 7:45 a. m,
Mr. President:
This is a summary of the attached.

Thien, on belng fully briefed, reacted positively but with caution and
sensitivity to the political dangers.

He feels the National Liberation Froat la “not serious® in thelir stated
willingness to move on to "establishing the basis for resolving greater matters”
after working out the prisoner exchange, but also feels that it is too bmportant
a possibility to ignore and, therefore, there ls an overriding consideration
for s to Ytest" thelr sincerity by our making the next move and observing their
response to it." Thieu designated Censral Loan as his action officer on the
prisoner of war aspects of the case, but reserved specifically to himaelf the
substantive political aspects of the case. Thicu believes that we should not
initially release too many of the prisoners held by our side, in order to retain
some bargaining power for later stages of discussion with the NLF, and should
also consider specifying exactly which U, S, or Vietnamese prisoners we would
like the NLF to releass. Thieu stressed that it could be an extremely serious
political problem to the Government of Vietnam if the NEF, after releasing
same American prisoners, were to propagandize that the release was a resuit
of United States Government liaison with the National Liberation Front as a
political entity, and that precautions should be taken to insure secrecy of
this undertaking on prisoner exchange.
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"SUSJECT -ON. 4. novmsgm ':if | ,
HISTORY OF. THE.CASE: FOR. THIEU, AND SUNT D
- REQUESTED ‘AS "CONDITIONS. PRECEDENT TO. POSSIBLE.F :
BY.THE:. NLE. %#.THIEU"STATED: THAT: HE" FEELS VE” musruassz’q_nn E
AQVERTURZ' FROM- THE: NLF, ‘BUTSHOULD.  PROCEEDLCAUT IOUSLY; AND. ROT::
.OVER=REACT .TO THE NLF MESSAGE.. :THIEU COMMENTED:THAT HE!FEELS
NLF' IS "NOT" SERIOUST. IN THEIR ‘STATED 'WILLINGNESS TO-MOVE-ON: T0
~ESTABLISHING THE BASIS. FOR'RESOLVING GR:EATER MATTERST: Arrgn s
WORKING. QUT THE: PRISONER. EKCHANGE,, BUT._ALSO; FEELS. THAT 1T.1S.700, ;
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IMPORTANT 'A; POSSIBIL. ITY!TO {IGNORE. AND - THEREFORE (THERE IS AN 380 s
'OVERR; IDING::CONSIDERATION-FOR. US. TO "TEST™:.THEIR. SINCERITY.BY OUR
MAKING:THE NEXT: MOVE. AND: casmvme THEIR; .RESPONSE..TO. ITo 5 THIEY 2
" DESIGNATED: agnznax_ ‘LOAN:AS: ‘ACTI "FICER -QN:THE; ?owmsmcr
N OF ; THEHCASE ;/*APPROVED:! BRIEFIH&""ISDAH ON3? rnz “49;
) OCTOBER: m:-:ssnsz
TO ASCERTAIN:THE,BIDGRAPHIC IN RMATIGN AlD: mmamncs‘ ormca .....
PRISONER ;T HE.'NLF.HAS" ASKED%BE: “RELEASED,” BUT'RESERVED:, SFECIFICALLY,
- TO-HIMSELF: THE: SUSSTANTIVE.POLITICAL" ASPECTS OF:THE: CASEC{THIE U
BELIEVES-THAT/ WE [SHOULD-NOT.INITIALLY RELEASESTOO: MANY: OF; THE (i
PRISONERSHELD. BY:OUR:-SIDE. IN. ORDER TO. RETAIN:SOME:BARGAINING %]
POVER.FORTLATER srnczs*‘or DISCUSSION:WITH . THE NLE,,7AND- ‘SHOULD,: “ALS
CONSIDER" SPECIFYINGEXACTLY, WHICH . Si. OR’ VIETNAMESE: STelssd 7
PR ISONERSVE: :-§OULD: LIKE THE: NLF=T0 RELEASE.. CATHIE STRESSED: M8/
THAT:*1T;;COULD. BE "AN- EXTRENMELY: SERIOUS: POLITICAL-=PROBLEM!TO ’mz ev ;
IFTHED m_:-', ‘AFTER;RELEASING: SOME: AMER I CAN::PRISONERS,." ur-:a_a'z‘m'-r e,
PROPAGARDIZE. THAT ‘THE RELEASE ‘$AS! A  RESULT: OF UNLTED- . ¥hois
STATESGOVERNMENT 'LIAISON WITH-THE NATIONAL umnrmr: mon
AS' A POLITICALENTITY, .AND THAT. PRECAUTIONS SHOULD BE TAKEN
TO - INSURE;SECRECY OF: rnrs umummxms oN pnrsonm zxcmnez- :
2 JEFGAN. L
THE "GENERAL _BACKGROUND
-3k

W)

W EXA CTLY T En'.'\ 3 As,ASﬂD ana SIDE TO DO, AND. VAS TOLD. IHEY waNT
DRTSE R‘-"LEAS.‘-‘.‘ oF{_—_JAND GUARANTEE OF SAFE RETIRY: ,
Ve - A .

i WAS THEN“"SH T
<m 'VIETNAMESE TEXT)

“"-"'-ND" 19
: - PPOTNTED aur,wk}?

THIEU. THE: erzarucss IN: m»:' 19~ OC‘I TN NESOAGE: OF Nwwﬁfﬂ:’iﬁm’.:
WILLINGNESS: TO-: HOVE: “ON*TO"."ESTABLISHING: THE::BASIS:FOR: RESOL VLN
GREATER. MATTERS AT WI{IEH PDIB‘E THIEI] EKPRESSED..HIS DOUBT":':“'
THEY.YOULD- IN ‘FAGT BE WILEING. T0:'D0” SO AND /LATERCOMNENTED
STATEMENTS OF “THE. CERTAINTY OF'U.-S,' DEFEAT’ IN.VIETNAM AS
EVIDENCE. THEY.'WOULD ‘NOT..BETINTERESTED: IN " com-mums oN’ 10
OTHER, ‘LARGER- HATT:.RS";,AFIEH A=PRIS
AND  AFTER. QEADI'\IG THE: 19 .OCTOEER!
?"--!ARKED THAT NLF "CANNOT BE' TRU
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- TOO. IMPOHTAHT ‘A MATTER: NOT-TO: "TEST".:THE: ¥CF“BY:OURx TAKING.

~ WE OBSERVE THE RECIPROCALTACTION THE:NLF: JAKESIN AGTUALLY
AT/ THIS POINT. THIZU. SUGGESTED : THAT. WE: SHOULD: SPECIFY?UHICH—“

&)

'WOULD. BE PRINCIPALLY. CONCERNED :¥ITH GETTING BACX.TIQ: THE ON

OF THEIR“"TRAPS™, THAT WE MUST CHECK CAREFULLY. 'l'l)“'ASCER‘l'AIM,.1L
THE DEGREE OF . IHPGRTANC" TO THE NLF .OF THE: PRISONERS: THEY "%
ARE:ASKING -TO BE RELEASED, AND:SPECULATED ‘ON:¥HAT. GUARANT..E
WE.. NOULD HAV:. THAT..THE- NLF UOULD RELEASE M'IY U.S.lw'

ABOUT - ANYTHING BRUADER’ THAH ‘A PRISONER EXGHANGE’ FROM: UﬁIQH“ A
THEY® WOULD: HOPE !TO:; GAIN THE NET BENEFIT; IT: 1S NONETHELESS s

APPROPRIATE' STEP; ‘FORVARD ON: THE' PRISQNER‘EIBHANGE ‘ASPECTS
THIEU: COMMENTED. .THAT: WE S‘HDULD BE:CAREFUL™ MT'“'IILRELEAS” £ AL
OF .THEIR {IMPORTANT: (TO THEM): PRISONERS" AT: JTHES OUTSET. AND HE50E
LEAVE::US.'NO’ MATERIALTO. BRRGAIN WITH. LATEH’, ‘EPARTH:ULARL'! ,BNT

RELEASING" OR::NOT: RELEASING: U, S../ ANDY VIETH&HESE PRISONERS..

PR ISONERS”WE' WANT; THEX.TO RELEASE -/IN: 'RETURN:- FOR: OUR*TAKING:
Tr[E ‘ACTION. THEY.- MAVE REQUESTED:ON-VIET: Cﬂm*PRI“ONERS.ﬁ_..‘*

. 44 THIEU STRESSED. THE GRAVITY' OF'THE- PROELEM:FOR: “T}
GVN IF THE. .VIETNAMESE “PEOPLE WERE TOQ: BECONE :AVARE:OF A 7%
LIAISGN BETWEEN THE. USG' AND "THE' NLF', AND COMMENTED:ON: TH..
°0"~SIBILITY OF THE NLF RELEASINa A NUHBER‘ OF QFERICAN

EHTITY. "IN ANSWER TO THEIU'S QUERY . G SURE

MAXIMUM SECRECY OF THIS UMDERTAKING, mINDIBATED .
THAT YE WERE PLANNING.TO SUGGEST THAT ISONERS "NOW. HELD .7
BY GVN BE RELEASED UNDER.THE. GVMN 1 NOVEMBER GENERAL- AMNESTY

FOR POLITIC AL PRISONERS WITH. NO AMERICAN HAWD. SHOWING, AND-
THAT- IN -THE CASE OF AND- ANY OTHERS WE. MIGHT:
DECIDE TO-RELEASE WHO WOULD G0 BACK .TO THE-VC.ZONE,: THEY-"

AND SHOULD BE. NO PROBLEH: IN:THIS REGARD.. ..THE POINT WAS.ALSO%
MADE. THAT THE NLF. ccuw, .-IN mnr_ CASE. AND: wzmourﬂzaann 10 ”f;‘;‘ﬁ _
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