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Jrrida..,. Nov. 3. 1967 

M.R. PllESIJ)ENT: 

Herewith Geaeral Taylor'. upn:ltlDta 
ta r.apon .. to thoa. I ,ave him fJ'om tU 
uideDtified paper. 

Hawill be fWlli • paper 0{ hlao_ in • 
lew daya. 

w. w.n. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Nevember 3, 1967 

Mr. President: 

Walt Bestew has asked my cemments en the fellewing pessible ceurse .of actien: 

Prepesal 

The U.S. will I3tabilize its military strength in Vietnam at presently appreved levels anti, with its allies, wil.l centinue te conduct the war in Seuth Vietnam essentially as at present, making every effert te held dewn U.S. casualties and battle damage· and te pass the burdEm .of the fighting te the Seuth Vietnamese. 

There will be ne extensien .of the air target systerrl in Nerth Vietnam beyend .the present .one and ne bleckade .or mining .of the perts. At seme peint, .we will step the bembing .of Nerth Vietnam except fer the use .of air strikes in the Demilitarized Zone te suppress shelling .or te interdict en~ treep mevements. 

The purpese .of the feregeing ceurse .of actien would be te allay apprehensiens at heme and abread· of a further expansien .of the cenflict and to increase the pressure en Hanei to reduce its military activities .or te enter upen negetiatiens. It is my understanding that all .or mest .of .our intentiens under this alternative would be anneunced Ilublicly. 

Cemment 

Of the alternatives* .open te the U.S., this is .one ferm .of the Pull-back Alternative. While this ceurse .of actien might tend te allay the fears .of these whe are cencerned ever an expansien of the cenflict, it weuld previde / fresh ammunitien fer the numerically larger number .of critics whe say that we are embarked en an endless and hepeless struggle .or that we are really net trying te win. The ,iecrease in .our effertfl implicit in this preposal weuld . ~-tend te nullifY by a ferm .of self-stagnatien the pregress which we preperly _ cent end that we are new making and would gi.ve renewed st:lmulus te .our impatient fellew citizens whe are even new crying fer a quick selutien .or get .out. Like ether variatiens .of the Pull-back Alternative, it weuld J?rebably degenerate inte an eventual pull-eut. -

* There are feur in all: Pull-eut, Pull-back, All-eut, fltick-it-eut 
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The curtailnlent of the bombing under this proposal has all the liabili tie:3 which we have noted in previous discussions of this issue. The South Vietnamese would be deeply discouraged by this lifting of the penalty which the bombing imposes on the North. I would suspect that our other allies con­tributing troops would object strongly to this course of action - they are convinced of the essentiality of the bombing. Our own forces would regard this action as a deliberate decrease in the protection Which, they feel, is afforded them by the bombing. The large majority of our citizens who believe in the bombing but who thus far have been silent could be expected to raise violent objections on the home front, prpbably surpassing in volume the present criticisms of the anti-bombers. 

Probably the most serious objectj,on of all to thi,s Pull-back AJ.ternative would be the effect upon the enemy, Any such retreat will be interpreted as weakness and will add to the difficulty of getting any kind of eventual solution compatible with our overall objective of. an independent South Vietnam free from the threat of subveJ::sive aggression. ... 
I would recommend strongly against adopting any such course of' action. 
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M. D. T. 
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