_SECRET Friday, Nov. 3, 1967

MR, PRESIDENT:

Harewith General Taylor's argumenta -
in response to those I gave him from the ZP(\V/
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unidentified paper.
He will be filing a paper of his own in a : | %
few days, 3
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON .

—EECRET ‘ | - November 3, 1967

Mr. President:

Proposal

The U.S. will stabilize itg military strength in Vietnam at presently ’ |
approved levels and, with itg allies, will continye to conduct the war in
South Vietnam essentially as at bresent, meking every effort to hold down

" U.3. casualties and bhattle damage- and to pass the burden of the fighting
to the South Vietnamese.

bgyondlthe Present one and no blockade or mining of the Ports. At some roint, '
‘we will stop the bombing of North Vietnam except for the use of air strikes

Comment

Of the alternativeg* open to the U.S.; this is one form of the Pull-back i
Alternative. While this course of action might tend to &llay the fears of . '

are embarked on an endlesg and hopeless struggle or that we are really not

trying to win. The decrease in our efforts implicit in this proposal would /);»5’
tend to nullify by a form of self-stagnation the Progress which we broperly =
contend that we are now making and would glve renewed stimulus to our impatient

* There are four in all: Pull-out, Pull-back, All~out, Stick-it-out
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violent objections on the home front, Probably Surpassing in

proposal has all the liabilities

the bombing imposes on the North. I woulg Suspect that our
tributing troops would Object strongly to thig course of act
convinced of the essentiality of the bombing., Our own force
this action as g deliberate decrease in the brotection which
afforded them by the bombing. The large pajority of our citiz
in the bombing but who thus far have been silent could be expe

ceriticisms of the anti-bombers,

from the threat of subversive eggression.
I would recommeng strongly against adopting any such course of action.
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