
MR. PRESIDENT: 

WedDe.day. Ncwember 1. 1967 
9:15 a. m. 

H.r.with the lDioJ'mation you requ.ted on South Vi.tRame.e ca.ualtie •• 
broken down by: 

-- regular forc •• (ARVN) I 

-. regional force.; 

-- popular forcl •• 

Broadly .pealdns. lD the pa.t, regular force. operated throughout ODe 

0{ the foul' corp. area.; resional force. operatedthl'OughOU1: a proviDc.; 
popular force. _re Ued to the deflue of a hamlet or village, dealing 
with attack. by local guerrilla •• 

A. you know. a cOD.lorabte proportion 0{ the regular force. have beln 
a •• igned to regular .Icurity duty 1ft conaection with paclfication. 
Regular force. al.o _lude air force aDd _vy UDit •• pla forCI' 
a .. ipel to certalft .taUc defea.e ta.k. with re.pec:t to .. curity of 
major urball areu. 

A. the aummary .helt reveal.. the ca.ualUe. take. by regular force., 
ia relation to their number., are BOt mucb out 0{ proportion: 46% to 54%. 
The popular force. do tab ca.ualUI. dlIproportioaate to their DUmber.: 
35% to ~3%. Thil 11 becau •• VC taetlc. cOD.lat often 1ft coacIDtraUni 
in 'Icret a .bahle forc. aad thea jumptll' a Yillag. or hamllt under 
circum.t4plc: •• where the VC have lDittal tactical .uperiority. The 
popular forCI' then call lD aircraft aDd other .upport. hut bear th. brunt 
0{ the initial engagement, 

W. W. R. 

Attac:hm.at. 

COPY LBJ UtlRA'!iV 
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South Vietnamese Military Order of Battle as of September 1967 

Regular 
Regional 
Popular 

(in thousands) 

Killed in first half of 1967 in: 

Regular 
Regional 
Popular 

------------"-----·~Ii -

Rate per 
1,0000B 

7.8 
7.4 

13.6 

• 

33Z.5 
144.3 
141.4 

Percent of 
Total 

54' 
Z3 
Z3 

Percent of 
Total 

46 
19 
35 
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