Wednesday, November 1, 1967 J
9:15a.m, | ‘

MR, PRESIDENT: - W {/w |

Herewith the information you requested on South Vietnamese casualties, i
broken down by: _ ' |

~=- regular forces {ARVN);
- rcgiong.l forces;

Broadly speaking, in the past, regular forces operated throughout one
of the four corps areas; regional forces aperated throughout a province;
pPopular forces were tied to the defense of a hamlet or village, dealing
‘with attacks by local guerriilas, :

As you know, a considerable proportion of the regular forces have been
assigned to regular security duty in connection with pacification,
Regular ltorce. also include air force and navy units, plus forces
assigned to certain static defense tasks with respect to security of
major urban areas.

As the summary sheet reveals, the casualties taken by regular forces,

in relation to their numbers, ars not much out of proportion: 46% to 54%,
The popular forces do take casualtios disproportionats to their numbers:
35% to 23%. This is because VC tactics consist often in concentrating

in secret a sizable force and then jumping a village or hamlet under
circumstynces where the YC have initial tactical superiority. The
popular forces then call in aircraft and other support, but bear the brunt
of the initia]l engagement,
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South Vietnamese Military Order of Battle as of September 1967

{in thdusanda)
Regular | . L
Regional
Popular

Killed in first half of 1967 in:

Rate per

1,000 OB
Regular 7.8
Regional - 7.4
Popular 13.6

. .

" Percent of

. . Total
332,554
144.3 23

" 141. 4 23

Percent of
Total

46

1 19
35
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