ACTION

—HECRET /SENSITIVE/BUTTERCUP

Monday, November 13, 1967

5:25 p.m.,

My, President:

Your clearance is requested on the attached
cable now proposed by Sec. Rusk and Amb. Banker
to set the next stage of BUTTERCUP in motion,

In essence:

== it accepts the limited proposal an prisoners

now to be released;

-~ it indicates In a single sentence {(marked)
our Interest in subsequent political

discussions.

The main reference cable s attachad,

W. W. Rostow

CK

See me

—SECRET/SENSITIVE

WWRostow:rlin

L
S

\

4
E.O. 12?‘;%16: 3% 3
NI L-A895
By..le@._., NARA, Date 225,
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DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
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By bao—, NARA, Dage %3276
STATE
NODLS-BUTTERCUP
Rof: a: Saigon 576
b: CAS Szigon 4497
1. We epprove proposed respouse in wers 1 of ref a bur suzsaaw
that in para 1 sub para b, 1ls¢ Sentence, the portion readinz
L1)
cadres who were detsined 28 a result of the August 1967 arrest®
be changed to read: "cadres known o us £o have been dotsins
in connection with the August 1267 arvest®.
2. Ve believe thie this meszage ghould contain dnly brial
reference to broader political subjects and should be clogred
with the GV and dispatched as repldly ae feasi{ble. Thorsfows
we suzgest thar following sentence bo acded 25 new sthennra
1 .
e to propoged response set forth in parz i of ref a: "Ua gyp,
rebanzen-wenld HLSvids L
Lom of-the-brogdor wolisload
sﬂbiﬁutaizEESQﬂfﬁﬁﬁEU”””"““T";”“ Betobor-10,m,
S/AM;Devidson: jmd 11713/ 7541 The Secrotory ‘
The Uader Secratary
imb Bunker EA - My, Bundy  8/5 = Mr. Read
White Houge «
FORM Corrections made on original green MUST be made on this and other
g5 0322 Himsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division
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Amembagsy  SAIGON
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3. We note in vef b psra 1f that Sou Hz Is underzoiny coniinued

interrogatioas. We assume that ke is recelving nroper trostzent

and aot being subjected to physical ccercion or uadee interrogatica.
Has CAS received sufficient informatica to evaluate prossects thet
San Ha will be willing to retuvrn to WNLF?

- &o Ambassador Punler coocurs.

oF b i

Corrections made on original green MUST be made on this and other . . |
TORM DS-322A - ; , - o Diviei ST i
8.563 flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division o
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0. YEKADS

_EfXEKADL:4@95¥3141115

Fii CHARGE D' LOCKE SaTaow 576

SECSTATE,

'fﬁiﬁédeﬁbeA;‘ExcLUSIVE;kQR ﬁ§:“ﬁ?LMé'
REFSt ‘A, CAS WA SHINGTON 50294 ' -
"C. ' CAS UASHINGTON 4 ‘9636 -

_PERTAINING TO POVS) FOLLOWS: -

"SEQUENT DECISIONS WERE MADF JOINTLY.BE "

voun o+ WE HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO COMPLY @
_YOUR ORIGINAL EMISSARY HAS BEEN .SET FREE

.FREE; "'CADRES WHO WERE BEFALINED AS A RE
"ARREST OF YOUR EMISSARY HAVE ALL BEEN RE
THAT THEY MAY REMAIN FREE IF THEY DO NOT

‘INCLUDING MEDICAL CARE. - G :

BE IN ORDER. . T et ORI
R o) WE BELIEVE THAT FOLLOWING THESE

. FIRST MESSAGE ON, THIS CHANNEL .ON NOVE}
- Do WE HAVE ASSUMED THAT THE

- PERSONS THAT YOU MIGHT WANT T0O SEE INCLUD
RECIPROCAL RELEASE OF PRISONERS. ON OUR .
" YOU TO RELEASE AN APPROPRIATE NUMBER OF 0]
- THOSE THAT HAVE BEENMN WOUNDED OR WHO ARE 1
RECEIPTZQE_A;ﬂESSAﬂingMMLAmuLJuuﬂhA“u———

Eé'iﬁﬁ’watE'HbusE;'EKCLUéIvE;FbR'MR"ROSTOM \
EXCL USIVE FOR SECRETARY RUSK AND 4

SECDEF, EXCLUSIVE FOR SECRETARY MCNAMARA'

QUR PROPOSED RESPONSE TO BUTTERCUP/]

‘o A " UE HAVE TAKEN YOUR NESSAGE, WHICH yaS
-T0 US ON OCTOBER 26TH, UNDER MOST ‘CAREFUL AND SF
- CONSIDERATION. THIS STUDY,. ENSUING DISCUSSIO

; OF SEMIOR LEVELS OF . "7 oo
_BOTH INTER ESTED PARTIES. ON OUR SIDE. I R e DT [
S ITH YOUR REQUEST: - T SRR
~ALONG WITH THE BEARER OF .THIS MESSAGE”WHO.WAS

TO THE G VWENT; THE CADRES LISTZD By

‘YOU IN YOUR OCTOBER WESSAGE ARE BEING GVE ‘ K
| HAVING INDEPENDENTLY RELEASED SOME -
OF YOUR PEOPLE WE SUGGEST A RECIPROCAL GESTURE BY YOU WOULD

| f&HAT7THE}RADIOJ£T”
TO YOU, IN OUR FIRST LETTER, .
Y. AND SAFETY; . WE SENT YOU QUR

(FIRST PORTION .~
AS DELIVERED . =
RIOUS
NS AND SUB- " -

AND RETURNED TO YOU -~ = . .7
ULT OF ‘THE AUGUST 1967 . o
EASED AND INFORMED "0
ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES @~ =

'hN-GOOD'TREATMENT;.?SPI

ACTIONS ON OR =

[ "BER 5TH AND NOVEMBER '@ ° - -
- 8TH BUT FAILED TO RECEIVE ANY RESPONSE FROM YOU, DR
e INDIVIDUALS MENTIONED .
' ECOND MESSAGES REPRESENT

ED IN THE FIRST -
SIDE WE WOULD WANT

UR PEQPLE, ESPLCIALLY
N POOR HZALTH., UPDY




U THAT THEY EAY REMAIN FREE IF THEY Do
 ;.JuDGEp-DETRIMENTAL'TO(?HE'GOVERNMENT:

" YOU IN YOUR OCTORER Mi.is

~-ON THE SUBJECT 0
© . OF PRISONERS.,

AVl

F YOUR “AND: OUR IMMED
IN-THIS REGARD WE BEL

~ PROMISES BOTH SPEED,
~ FIRST MES3AGE O THIS
8TH BUT FAILED TO RE
D. ¥E HAVE ASS

BY YOU IN BOTH YOUR FIRST AND SECO
PERSONS THAT YOU MIGHT WANT TO SEE

RECIPRCCAL RELEASE
YOU TO RELEASE
- THOSE THaT

- RECZIPT OF
'~ RELEASE OF
" RESPECT WE

OF PRISONERS. - 0
AN APPROPRIATE NUMBE
HAVE BEEN WCUNDED OR
A MESSAGE FROM You
PRISONERS WE WILL P
WOULD APPRECIATE LE
- WHERE THOSE PRISONERS TO BE RE
'SC THAT WE MAY MAKE A RRANGEMENTS F
SICK AND WOUNDED, TO BE PICKED UP B
STAFF." | R

2. PLEASE N
- "BOTH INTERESTED PARTIES™ Ra
.~ THIS INTENTIONAL IN VIEW OUR
. PLAUSIBLE DISCLAIMER IF LETTE
~. WRONG HANDS. S
. 3« PARA B COVERS COMPL
» REQUIREMENTS WITH LAST SENTF
... " SHOW GOCD FAITH" BUT RESTAT
- GESTURE."™ WILL INSERT
. INGOING WESSARE ONCE
- INVOLVED AND-EXaACT N

OR

THER THAN
R SURFACE

NCE ADDED
ED TO call
NAMES OF " CADRE
HAVE ESTABLISHED
AMES. - ‘GENERAL L0A
* FAR NAMED-A TOTAL OF ONLY THREE PRISON
- AS RESULT OF INTERROGATION OF SAU HA.
'~ WE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT THERE WERE SEVEN
" CATEGORY, WE WERE TOLD SUBSEQUENTLY AF

- ACTUALLY STUDIED THE DOSSIERS INVOLVED
- THAT THERE WERE ONLY THREE. “WE ARE NO
-THIS DISCREPANCY. . . = =~
4. - HOPEFULLY, BUTTERCUP/i WILL C

~ LINK PER OUR REQUEST OR HE WILL SEND
. BUTTERCUP/2 RE PLACE WE CAN MEET TO P
© 5. AS SCON AS FIRST PORTION PERT
APPROVED, WILL OBTAIN APPROVAL OF THIR
OF THIS PORTION COGULD THEN BE UNDERTAK

© OF REF C , LEAVING DISCUSSION OF BROAD
© - THIZU UNTIL YOUR VIEYWS ARE FORMULATED.
- 80 SPLIT, REFERENCE TO A LATER MESSAGE
SHOULD BZ ADDED AT THE END OF THE ABOV
THIEU HAS RESERVED TO HIMSELF THE HAND

¥ P

I

" ASPECTS OF THIS MATTER", COMMENTS ON ™
- HOT BE SHOWNW TO LOAN UNLESS WE REQUZEST
CGP-1 ' o

753

A - HLL DN

IATE ‘CONG
IEVE.
CHANNEL ORIGINALLY PROPOSED TO You, IN.Q

SECURITY ‘AND SAFETY; i Wi
CHANNEL -ON NOVEMBER 5TH
CEIVEAANY,RESPONSEiFROMﬁHQU
UMED THAT. THE INDIVIDUALS .MENT: ,
ND MESSAGES REPRESENT ;
INCLUDED IN,
N OUR. SIDE WE:yOl
R OF OUR ‘PEQPLE,“E:
WHO ARE. IN PQOR “HEALTH
THAT YOU ARE UNDERTAKING ‘THE .
ROMPTLY RECIPROCATE
ARNING FROM -YOU 'IN ADY o
LEASED BY, YOU WILL'BE‘DELIVERED

Y HELICOPTER
OTE THAT IN PARA A ABOVE, 'y
FEELING WE .WOULD WA

TANCE WITH BUTTERCUP

MESSAGE TO 'US.THROUGH

NOT ENGAGE ‘T,
WTHE CADREG:\)1

i

+SAGE ARE BEING 'GIVEN GOOL
~INCLUDING MEDICAL CARE;i?HAVINGQINDEPEﬁDENTLY
OF YOUR PEOPLE WE SUGGEST A RECIPROOCA ‘GESTUR
LEEIN ORDER, .~ v .. i 2 !
T Ce UWE EELIEVE -THAT FOLLOYING THESE CTI
-PART THE TIME-ISjPROPITIOUS‘FOR}EKPEDIEIOUSLYW

THAT
UR

TIONED

THE 'FIRST -

WOULD WANT “.0
PECIALLY
4 UPQN

'S

------

“IN THIS
DVANCE &

THEM, ‘ESP

ECIALLY THE
ND

DVLy WE REFE]
NAME" U, S, AND @}
ANT .34

D OR FELL “INTO

RE RELEASE',T0O!
IT "RECIPROCAL
S". RELEASED 'IN ABOVE
PRECISELY. HOW ‘MANY
N°8.0FFICE<HAS THUS -
ERS ARRESTED DIRECTLY,
~ALTHOUGH ORIGINALLY
OR EIGHT .IN THIS :
TER -.VIETNAMESE 'HA
MORE PRECISELY, "
W .ATTEMPTING TO.CLARIFY

OME UP ON OUR RADIO .

CK' UP POWS' RELEASED TQ  US.
AINING TO. POWS..IS i
U AND LOAN.""DISPATCH
EN _IN ACCORDANCE . PARA B
ER POLITICAL"ASPECTS WIT
IF MESSAGES: ARE "y 00
ON THESE ‘ASPECTS
E RESPONSE.”: SINCE -
LING OF THE T POLITICAL
BROADER ASPECTS"™ ‘WILL ™
ED DO SO BY THIEU,

H






