
ACTION 

aeltEI/SENSITIVE/BUTTERCUP 

Air. Presideat: 

Woaday. November 13. 1967 
5:15 p.m. 

YOItt clearaae. 'a r •• ue.t.cI _ th. attae.becI 
cabl. D.OW propo.ed by Sec. R,..k au Amb. B1IDker 
to eet the .. xt .taas 01 BUTTDCUP lD 1Mtloa. 

Ia •••• IIC.: 

-- it accept. the llmitetl propo •• l .. pltl .... 1'8 

-- to be lta1e.a.d; 

-- it lDdlc:ates lD a siDcle eeateaca (rnal'kecl) _1' latereet 1D. nb.e ... _ polltJcal 
discus I_e. 

Th. maiD. refe:r8lllCe cable Is attached. 

w. W. Roetow 

OK ____ _ 

No~ __ 

Se. __ 

BIliHilllE i I SENSITIVE 

WWRoatow:rln 

----_._------ ----_ •. ----
COPY lBJ LIfiRAl'tv 



" 

TELECOJ' 'mNICATlONS OPERATIONS DIVISIO' WORK COPY 

STATE 

Ref: a: 
b: 

SSICON 

Sa :i.gOt'l 576 
CAS Saigon 4[;(;7 

By 

DiCtASSlFIID 
B.O. 12356. Sec. 3;4 
NlJ '1,,- crz r -7.6 

; ('~ • NARA. Date t:~ 

in connection with the August:: 1967 m:rcst". 
2. We believe t!1St this message should contuin ~nly brief 
reference to broader political subjects and ehould be cbm:cd 
with the GVN acc.l dispatched llS repidly as feaaible. ThCl:·s:Ze.-::e 
1r.'e suggest that follm:ing sentcnc<: be I3ddou as nO:J stili-;;::n.·a 

1 e to proposed response set forth in purs :om of ref ,,: !~".::: '::::2, J> 

S/AH;lmvidson:jlllj 11/13/ 7541 The Se:crot.:::ry 
The lj~c1e!.' Sccra~::y sIs - Hr. R?~.:td 

·P'ORM 

a-65 
05,322 

t-/hite l'-loune -P"- n'-"'~!'J w:....vl'.o, ....... i 
Correct'lons made on original green 'MUST be made on this and other flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division 

COpy LBJ UflRX!iY 



F'ORM 
8.63 

THeco, , '\UNiCATIONS OPERATIONS DIVISIO~'··· 

Al'llei!lbassy 

SEef~r -

3. We note ill ref b para 1£ that Sou 1m is ullr1cr3()in;; COr"tt:::'t,ucd 

interrogation. We assume tr.at he is rece:!.vil'C; proper trciH;",ent 

and a.ot being subjectad to physical coercion or undue intc:;::cogatioll. 

I~s C\S received sufficient informacion to evaluate ?rOOpoct3 t~~t 

Sau Hs "'ill be willitlg to return to 'NLF? 

4. Ambassador Eunicer concurs. 

DS·322A 

END 

Corrections made on original grenn MUST be made ~n this and other 
flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division 

_. __ ••. _---



~,~;YLDE'YEKADL4 095.S't41iI5 >ht;i;~i';";i.·,> .... ' . ';;;;" .. ', ",:', . '1.0.12356. sec'.3.4'·' "';,': :/: :," 

Il!i:~~li~~~:E······ ";,·····t',;'·.·;··.· .. .•. J~~·S:;(i~~~l~.:~~~~j:~ii;;:. 
~~X":.s.t,.r";:,R~ I,d 0110,6Z VIA,:CA,S CHA~NELS. '~D·:." ....... '... . .' 
<'"NOD IS .§UTIERCUP;' "!{-I\ "'",. ' ," ~: . . 

;;\,FM'CHARGED' .LOCKE SAIGON 576 , .. -... . '1. ,,~" • . 

',:,':rOTHE' WHITEHOUSE, EXCLUSIVE FOR MR 'ROSTOI~ 
." SECSTATE, EXCL USIVE FOR SECRETARY RUSK AND M1BASSADOR BUNKER 

. SE~~~~>~XCLUSIVE FO~' SE~R·ETfRY,MCNA11Ary,~.,;,:~..> __ '(~~~, 
':DIRE;~OR CIA, EXCLUSIVE .FOR MR. HELMS ...•. ~: . ' •. i/, Ii~ctl.3J // 
'REFS:. A.' CAS WA SHINGTON 50294 :··l/·W··' .>~ ... ~~/ . .'" '.B •. SAIGON 551' ,. . \./' .... ,-. ..' C. CAS v}.ASHINGTON 49639 /,._-",-'-', 

,1. ·'OUR PROPOSED RESPONSE TO BUTTERCUP/! (FIRST PORTION PERTAINING to POHS) FOLl .. OI'f.S: . .,: . .' .. ," A. 'WE HAVE TAKEN YOUR MESSAGE, vlHICH I~AS DELIVERED .' TO US ON OCTOBER 26TH, UNDER MOST 'CAREFUL AND SERIOUS .' ".CONSIDERATION. THIS STUDY,. ENSUING DISCUSSIONS AND SU8-·· '., .. SEQUENT DECISIONS I~ERE MADE JOINTL Y .BF.· SENIOR LEVELS OF BOTH INTER ESTED PARTIES ON OUR SIDE. , 

'/ 

.. ' 'B. WE HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO C0!1PL Y WUH YOUR REQUEST: .' ,YOUR ORIGINAL EMISSARY HAS BEEN SET FREE AND RETURNED TO YOU .>ALONG 'WITH THE BEARER OF .THIS .MESSAGE WHO lvAS EARLIER SET· . " .. FREE; .,' CADRES Imo WERE ~lNiD AS A RE..JULT OF THE AUGUST 1967 " >:ARREST OF YOUR EMISSARY HAVE ALL BEEN RE:I.EASEDAND INFORNED .•....•. ,' THAT THEY MAY REMAIN FREE 'IF THEY DO NOT ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES JUDGED DETR mENTAL TO THE GOVERNMENT; . THE CADRES LISTED BY YOU IN YOUR OCTOBER MESSAGE ARE BEING GIVEN GOOD TREATHENT, INCLUDING £liEDICAL CARE. HAVING INDEPENDENTLY RELEASED. SOME, OF YOUR PEOPLE WE SUGGEST A RECIPROCAL GESTURE BY YOU WOULD BE IN ORDER. '.' . .'!" . '(' ·C. WE BELIEVE THAT FOLLOIHNG THESE ACTIONS ON OUR PART THE TIME IS PROPITIOUS FOR'EXPEDITIOUSL Y ~IOVING.FOR\~ARD 

J . 

' .. ' .y.' 

,'" . 

. ,', 

., •. ' ON THE SUBJECT OF YOUR AND OUR IMMEDIATE .,CONCERN, THE RELEASE ';'01' PRISONERS •. IN THIS REGARD viE BELIEVE THAT THE RADIO CHANNEL ORIGINALLY PROPOSED TO YOU, IN OUR FIRST LETTER,' . 'PROMISES BOTH SPEED, $ECURITY,AND SAFETY; ' .. WE SENT YOU OUR 

.' 

'. FIRST MESSAGE ON. THIS CHANNEL ON NOVEl1f3ER 5TH AND NOVEMBER 8TH BUT FAILED TO RECEIVE ANY RESPONSE Fl'10M YOU. 
D. ~}E HAVE ASSU!1ED THAT THE INDIVIDUALS MENTIONED . . BY,YOU IN BOTHYOIJR FIRST AND SECOND MESSAGES REPRESENT . PERSONS THAT YOU MIGHT WANT TO SEE INCLUDED IN THE FIRST RECIPROCAL RELEASE OF PRISONERS. ON OUR SIDE ~IE WOULD vlANT YOU TO RELEASE AN APPROPRIATE Nut1BER OF OUR PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY ,. THOSE THAT H:'lVE BEEN l'iOUNDED OR I1HO ARE IN POO'1 HZi\LTH. UPQ..i:L .. ---



. , ____ • ,_ ..... _'_~" ....... .l.t.....;~.j,.-. ,~_ "':1:", '.'0::.. i-1LL bc..E"N" 
{CtHAJ THEY NAY RENAIN FREE 'IF THEY DO ····E 

...... .,TUOCiEj) DETR"HIENTAL TO(?-{E GOVERNrolENT" ',' HE .'.:;:. ~g1~'~~~.~ . 0,' 'tOU IN YOUR OCTOBER MJi';SAGEAREBEING' ;\-0 

" . OF YOUR PEOPLE WE SUGGEST A RECIPROC. ' 
, IN CL UD I NG IfJE D I C/·" L CARE ~ ',HA V I NG I ND EI:.' Atli,GE:'~ ;T U~~·~~.~Wi;n'JL.I,-.c'~4&:R~~~~~J~;~i~'·f~!~i~~1.1~t~ EEIN ORDER. .., ""1):/:)"""':::':" ~)·EI,:;·t:·\~, C. '\IE BELIEVE THAT FOLLOIHNG T 

..PART THE TIME IS PROPITIOUS FOR EXPED 'ON THE SUBJECT OF YOUR AND OUR H1MED ';. OF PIHSONERS.· IN THIS REGARD \~E BELI 
CHANNEL ORIGINALLY PROPOSED to YOU, IN 
PRONISES BOTH SPEED, SECURITY AND SAFETY; . ~~;i'R~:~I FInST MESSAGE ON, THIS CHANNEL ON NOVEMBER 8TH BUT FAILED TO RECEIVE ANY RESPONSE· I'ROM 

D. iil!: HAVE ASSIJNED THAT. THEIND BY YOU IN BOTH ,YOUR FIRST AND SECOND l'll!.,:;':;'f!(?iE·B··~~;""'·-PERSONS TH/\T YOU MIGHT WANT TO SEE INCLUDED RECIP::/OCA.L RELEASE OF PRISONERS. ·ON OUR SIDE' YOU TO R£LE~,SE AN APPROPRIATE NUMBER OF OUR PE,OPlLE:;'hE:S THOSE THAT H .. WE BEEN v!OUNDED OR ~IHO ARE. IN 
REe:::I?T OF A r'lESSAGE FRO!1 YOU THAT YOU ARE UNI)Efl:T RELEASE OF' PR ISONERS WE ~JILL PROMPTLY RECIPROCA RESPECT 'lIE .WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING FRO~j YOUIADIlANCE".' \<!HERE THOSE PRISONERS TO BE RELEASED BY, YOU WILL'BE.'DELIVERED SO THAT IvE MAY t1AKE A RRANGEMENTS FOR THEM, ESPECIALLY THE ,SICK AND ~JOUNDED, TO BE PICKED UP BY HELICOPTER 'AND MEDICAL , 5T AFF. .. , ' " '. . '" "",. ',:: ,;:':':/_~.'::~}!i~;;.,-,~:('r<;.\' . ,': : ,:' 

2. PLEASE NOTE THAT IN ?ARAA ABOVE, )IEREFER;;TO'j' 'I' I:,' "BOTH INTERESTED PARTIES" .RATHER THAN NAMEU.S.<AND .. GVN.' •..• THIS INTENTIONAL IN VIE'!} OUR FEELING l~E.WOULD WJ\MTifr:;'0\::;> ",,' PLAUSIBL;;: DISCLAIMER IF LETTER SURFACED OR FELL'INTO(·:;:,,\ .. :s' WRONG HANDS. '. " . -' .:,,;f. ,';:- ,-,,\,:.',)·-::f~:',{~~;:S;:(~,T:it;r.:~,~~\~~}l.~·i·:;:~:-'_',,'~-'.r&},:-: .. : '. ,: .. , 
3. PMlA B COVERS COt1PLIANCE lvIIH a,liTTERcup/i-s";ii%;i/i'>::.\ . REQUIRErlENTS IHTH LAST SENTENCE ADDED RE RELEASE;iTO/W:;;l.:~'+~':.;,.( .' 

n SHOI .• ! GOOD FAITH" BUT RESTATED TO c.llLL IT "RECIPROCA'tk"y~;:,,'~i GESTURE." \>I!LL PlSERT NA[1ESOF .. CADRES': RELEASED IN .ABOVE '.' H1GOING l'lESSAGE ONCE HAVE ESTABLISHED PRECISELYf-IOW'.f'!ANY INVOLVED AND EXACT NAMES. GENERAL LOAN"S.OFFICE;:JiAS:fHUS (,4R NAt-:ED A TOTAL OF ONLY THREE PRISONERS ARRESTED DIRECTLY" AS RESULT OF INTERROGATION OF SAU HA. ALTHOUGH ORIGINALLY'~ . WE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT THERE WERE SEVEN OR EIGHT',INTH1S "i~':/J­CATEGORY, viE viERE TOLD SUBSEQUENTLY AFTER .' VIETNAt1ESE,HAD·,,;:.,;'· ACTlJ.I\LLY STUDIED THE DOSSIERS. INVOLVED MOREPRECISELY,'i>'~'"o' THAT THERE ~}ERE ONLY THREE. WEARE NOlvATTEt4PTING TOCLAR!n .. ,THIS DISCREPANCY. ' ,.' ,,' . ;,.',.;,.::~,: ", ..•.. 4. HOPEFULLY, BUTTERCUP/I' WILL COME UPON OUR:RADIO 

,i, .' 

LINK PER OUR REQUEST OR HE WILL SEND NESSAGE .TOUS, THROUGH., BUTTERCUP/2 RE PLACE\ifE CAN NEET TO PICK UP POWSRELEASEOTOUS. '. 5. AS SOON AS FIRST PORTION PERTAINING TOPOWS IS ":'/ ,-C" APPROVED, IHLL OBTAIN APPROVAL OF THHU AND ,.LOAN":':DISPATCH OF THIS PORTION COULD THEN BE UNDERTAKEN ,IN ACCORDfi NCE PARA OF REF C , LEAVING DISCUSSION OF BROADER POLITICAL ASPECTS nm:u UNTIL ybUfl VIEI'IS ARE FORMULATED. IF MESSAGES ARE . SO SPLIT, REFERENCE TO A LATER t1ESSAGE ON THESE ASPECTS SHOULD BE ADDED AT THE END OF THE ABOVE RESPONSE.')' SINCE . THIEU HAS RESERVED TO HIMSELF THE HANDLING OF THE. "POLIIICAL ASt~;::CTS OF THIS M,HER", COM~lENTS ON .. BROADER ASPECTS" WILL 1;OT BE SHO';iN TO LOAr~ UNLESS \-IE REQUESTED DO SO BY,THIEU. 
GP.- 1 
75.0 

-------.--.--.-~ 
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