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SECRET/SENSITIVE » NARA, Date 4595 | %W , /«/(V

Monday, November 13, 1967 -- 10:1%5 a.m.

Mr. President:
Mesting with Amb, Bunker at 11:00 a. m. today.

You need no help from us on this meeting. But yon may wish to cover
these points.

1. Thnnk him for the election, which you gave him as his first primary
task. Remind him of the other two points: take care of his health and get the
people ha wants,

Z. Acceleration In the South. At your instruction I told Amb, Bunker to
be prepared to answer the question: What four or five programs would most
accelerate progress In the south in the months ahead? The consensus reached
in Nick Katzenbach's Vietnam Committee (sttached Tab A) ls:

'~ Anti-corruption effort.
~~ ARVN performance.
-« Anti«infrastructure efforts.
== Building political institutions.
=« Economic stability,
~~ Effotts to get GVN into contact with VC,

You may wish to hear him out and raise thess lssues with him?

3. BUTTERCUP. You may wish to ask his assessment of thls contact.
(We should get out a message of guidance on BUTTERCUP today. Wa have bun
holding up awaiting Enlworth'- rat\trn.

4.

Bunkor'l nchsdnla' and 'I‘V contactl.

You may wiah to go over the schedule ('rl,b B) emphasizing the pohtt-
it would be moet helpful for him to underline; for cnmplo -

-= the growing desire and will of the South Vietnamese to take a larger
hand in their own destiny;

-~  the improvement of thoARVN.
-- evidence of progress ln population control, pacification, ete.

«= plans and prospects for the new government.
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5. [In particular, you may wish to decide what line to take with the
press, If you have a joint session with the White Mouse press corps at
' the end of the meeting -- which George Christian says is now planned.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostaw:rln
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THE UNDER BEGRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON
November 13, 1967
' DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
_ Ny _Z4-¥7£ A
| o Bg.d&%?__,huURA,Ikneiﬁfijﬂg ,
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ‘ '

Subjeats Highest DPrlovity Aveas Lu Viet-Nam

- Our group (Paul Nitze, Bus Whoseler, Walt Rostow,
Dick lelms, Avarell Harviman, Paul Warnke, Phil Habib,
BLLL Bunlly and myself) addiessed the quastion of what
areas should vecelve the maximwm attention and effory
by tha US in tha naxt yeawr 4n Viat~Nam,

The list we came up with, without dissait, concenw

tratad on six main theies, They #re choson as themes
with & potontial short=term payoff, sither here or in

Viet~Nam, While we make an exbra push on them, wa should -

gontinue our novmal affowrts, although T have a glowlag
susplelon that we could make some cutbacks in some of
our programs without damaglag our over~sil afiforts this
can only ba done, howevew, wich Ellsworth's f£ull bauking
and panticipation, )

Our list Ls quite slwmllar to the present Mission
priorities, so I think you will filnd Elleworth in basie
agraament with us, - :

Thege aro the Ltems:

1. Antlecoveaption effort-~There “as unanimous
agreemont that a visible and credible anti=corcuption
affont would help a great deal {n lmproving the
Administrationts position, and in bullding a moxe affege
tiva GUN, (Bus Wheeler was particularly strong on this
point,) Curvént efforis are still highly aml:iguous ;
the quick ‘trial and deall sontance of one unfoviunata
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conpaign that' is sssential,

2o ARVN perlopmance-wBverything that can be done mase
ba dony to make the Vietnamese Awmy assume a graatey pore
tion of the way buwden~wyisible, While I do not think
that we will be able to zeduce the US troop mole in the
naxt yeax, wa should be sbla to geb more out of tha ARVN,
and wa should have a begter press policy to show that
this i¢ happening, '

8y Antlednfrastructure affortse«This L probably the
quilokest payeif Leem around; while the GIA 1s going all
out now on thie effort, I think we can and ghould demand
move Suom the GVN. - ‘

bo' Buflding Politlcal Institutiong~eWe all agiee
that' that Le Dmpoxtant, but unlilie Wale Rostaw, T tend Lo
doubt that we can anticlpute a woally dramatic Lreake
through on this one In the nant yesr, The Vietnanmese ape

- feeling thelr way slowly in a world thae is quite naw to

ther, and while thay leavn=mand weitassthe new rula book,
thay are not godng to bulld great nmational pavties. Any
affoxt that Thieu made in that divection, as Elleworth
quoted Thisu as saylug, would tuun dut to bo & new Verw
slon of the old gecnet parntics which were so hated in
V:LOI:MN&I'H v \ .

do  Beonomie StabilityeeX wish we didn't have to put
thie¢ item on our list, but after analyzing the economic
sltaation we ave antleipating a probable iuflation of
about 40%. At the vary best we could veduse Lt to about
25%; but 1£ things get out of hand thare could be as much
as & 75% Lloncrease,

The projected inflation of 40%«-which {5 about what
we are éxporilencing in 1967--would not only wips out the
effacts of any GVN wage inorease that is guranted, but Lt
would also get the unew goveroment offf on the wrong foot,
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and would maka any sexfous anti-consuption campaign i
that mueh toughes,  Incldentally, 1f thews 15 a 507 o '
Laflablon next year, plus & GVN wage inereade, Lhe real
lacome of GVN ofificiale and soldlows will Le about half o
of the 1964 lavelwmihilch itself was inadequate, )

6, Efforfs to get the GUN futo aontacl with the V(we '
On thig polng, only Ellsworth can zeally make a dent,
We can't push the GVB too hand, o thay will think wo are
ashing them to comuwlt sulelde, But we can definftely push
them hander than they have been pushed in the past, There
le no weason why vepresantcatives of the GUN, on of the
legislatuve, could nol meel with veprasentatives of the
Furonk, I do not thiuk that guch meatilngs would loave the
GUN divided and on thoe verge of collapss, as sone people
do, Turthermoxa, L the GVN wade its willioguess to
antertain such contacts clear Lts positidon and image would
be fan slLrunger than at presant, Finally, it would Le a
Cmajor GVN wesponse to the guoving desive of the South
Vistnamesas people fo» some end o the way,

Tho Mission's list 15 quite similar to our six items, .
It covarad: : :
1, Mobllization measuras, :
2y Reorganfsation of RVNAF. . '
3. Reorganization of Giviliasn Administration, '
4. Vital Paclfifcatlon Measures in addition to above,
‘&, AlLtack on VO Infrastructiure.
b EBExpandad detention canters and velated judicial
MBASULES o '
5. Attack on Coxvuplion at all lavels,
6. Econonlc stabilizacion measuras,
7. Pasoa to include willingness to ssek peaceful
sotblement, seok out membexns of NLF and mowve
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towards’ iefntegration through national uecons
clliatLon, :
, b B 4 lhpd X |
Ve : ' Nicholas ded. { '
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- . - for Ambassado:'?unker
: ' A 2

;Subjeat: Proposed Program of Consultation

Ambassador Bunker arrives the morning qf'Nbvember'lo,:5

o *f-w ‘a holiday, 'and will be here for a week or 10 days on con-
: ‘fﬂvyj,};sultation. I enclose a proposed program of consultation
- and other activities for the Ambassador, beginning Novem~ *

. will proceed to arrange specifiec engagements .

oo DEPARTM-Enf-OF- STA.TE"":,‘"';: e :‘ e - /

ety a -

'ifijber 13. oOn receiving White Houge app:oval,,;he;Department'[ '

SRR Regarding the substance of Ambassador‘Bﬁnker's,digcuééf'

Eaff*p”fﬁfsiona here, we suggest the following major topics: o Rt
L L, Progress in the war and prospects for 1968; AR
ﬁ{?t;slfjf?2.’Development of effective Vietnamése-political 12533'?23
SRR institutions and of effective government; ;I{fg -g#
L o SRR A
' L .~ 3. Ways to accommodate Vietnamese sensitivities regarde: - B
SRR ". " ing the United States Presence and Vietnamese. - RN b
EER Sovereignty; . . L e B u? ;?[
. j5=if{Faa'Peacautniciativea; B ' e
7 % Undieed Statas public's assessmedt of the war. ' | i
L o A (SEh&J;lu‘J}’ S '
s Bertjamin H. Read _ . {
i ¥ Execptiva;Sqeretary N |
;qu_ Enclosure; e }
" f¢f*.,}” Proposed program "' . -
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£roposed Program of Consﬁltdtion.;.‘?f‘

- for_Ambassador Bunker”uu__il,s.' '
Novembey 13-18 Ll L

LN
IS

Monday, Nbvemberjgi

coMorning . - ‘; - _
! . The President S I LA T
*+ * Public appearance with the President at Whitgiﬂbuaq, DR

Afternoon
-.M

R The'Secretary of State |-
o The Vice Pregident - L

-

Iuesday, November 14 - f":,;_ jiw"“,*“,fi ,“fH:;?;lﬁ: i

s '“Ljisrgday's_show (Washington) -  [:; SRR
.~ The Secretary of Defensa i@ - ;gff?f? ‘

. 3 - { -

Afternoon. . ' ‘

S ~ The Under'Secretary;-uf;'Katzenbacﬁﬁ_.mr'

jn} i.Wédnesdaz, November 15 N ?;; »

-

f . Mbrning

“L?ff L'Z'Afternoon

| - Governox Hhrrimanﬁ

Lt i
i
-
§
( .
' L
* L v
L m
3 . g +
ooy o
* L . 'f. Y
: s
f LAY g




Thursday, November 16

‘.Hoase Foreign AffairaiCOm@i#teéf % N . A
Q; Lo Afternoon e ”;-. LT ' '
- "T, | Ambassador.Goldbafsﬁﬁz.: ‘ N

f,Ffida November 17-"
‘ »j:Morning‘
LA Mr. Gaud *f,wut_;g

W ~Afternoon

H;gSaturday, November 18 -
?;Morning

| -"Tff . ' The Secretary of State O
vt i- 7 The Presidemt B S

y P
‘ﬁfhfﬂ Major speech in New York or: alaewhare away from -
NS Washington : SR :
Sunday, November 19 ji 35 '?

~Joint TV appearance with General Wastmoreland on fp;;ﬁ"vf
e discusaion type program IR i
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