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22 NOVEMBER 1967 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM WAU ROSTO'" HEREWITH DICK HELMS 
RESPONDS TO YOUR REQUEST. FOR AN OBJECnVE EVALUATION 

.OF va LOSS DATA . • 

NEZ10RMiDUI"I FOR~. THE PRESIDENT 

A WEEK AGO YOU AS!(ltO :4.£ fOR A 'PAPER DESCRIBING THE 
METHODS USED TO COMPILE CASU~.LTY FIGURES IN THE WAR 
IN :50UTH VIE:TNAI4. At..THOUGH THERE W,i\S A RATHER. FULL OISCUSSIO~~ 
or THIS PROBLEM AT BREAl(FASr YESTERDAY, I THOUGHT YOU idOULD STILL 
I..I!{E TO HAVE tHIS PA?ER SINCE IT IS MORE DETAILED AND . ::;2 
SHles .AT THE END IT OOES IDENtIFY CERTAI:-l OF THE PROSLE:1S ' 
IN THE PUBLIC R:;l..JITIONS FIELD. 

H!CHARD HELi1S 
DIRECTO:'l 

THE VALIDITY AND S!GNlfICAt~CE Of VIZT ,CONG LOSS DATA ". "". 

SUBJEct: THE VALIDITY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF VIET CONG LOSS DATA 

ENE:1Y KILLED IN AcnONCKIA) 

1. AN 'ASSESSi1ENT OF THE VALIDITY OF THE VIET CONG 
'KL!I FIGURES ENTAILS 11110 DISTINCT PROBLEMS: THE ACCURACY 
Gr- TH2 KIA lIGURES THEi'ISELVES AND nu:: RELEVANCE OF THES£ 
fIG ORES TO THE VIET GONG' S i1.AN?OIHffi POTENTI AL. SINPL'i 
sr AT ED, THE: Q.UEsnCNS THAT Must BE ANS'lJEHED AflE~ Cll> 
l\ftJ: ,.}£ KILLv,a THE MUNBER OF ENEMY PEl'lSO:JNEl EXPRESSED 

;.H1 nlE OF'f'ICrAL :nA fIGURES; I\ND aJ) DO THE KIA FIGURES 
.: .. ·,R£PiU:$E;H LOSSES TO COi1i~UNIsrNAIN FORCE A,IlD LOCAL 

F"DRGE U:'lITS O;';LY, OR AHli: THEY A CONGLOMEBATE OF MILITARY, 
"IJRE3ULAR, A~D CIVILIAN CASUALTIES. 

,:. PR:J,;SDUHALLY, CO;1US:1AGV HilS $OUGHT TO INSURE 'tHAT 
'::m: lilA FIGURE,; HSFL.EGT P.S CLOSf:LY I~S POSSlJ3LE THE: rWMBER 
or ,~NE,-iY ACT:JP,LLY KILLED 1:'1 E!\CH Gi\~tJ.'JD OPER,HIOtJ. 
V1HIM. RiPo;rr~; /\ill!: ~l,~DE BY 'i'HE T'1CTIC!l.L LJNITS-- PLs\TOON5 
;':)~) :::C;1PANH~:3 -- DIW~CrLY ENG.I\GZQ. USUALLY THESE ~{EPORTS 

. i?i~lLSCT MI I~C!UAL COU.'i1 OF BODIZ:i FOUND Oil THE BATTLEFIELD. 
'\':.: ':": :~o~":::;'L::.~Tt:,:'r~:Js -- p,~~:) H~:\JCE THE: Vi~Lr\JTY -- 010" SUCH 
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Cli{CU~jSTMlCES OF THE ACnON.ENGAGE:4E~TS IN FLAT, OPEN n::n Ii! N W \JHIC~ FRIENDL't UNITS CONTiWL I THE BATTLEF'!ELD f1,1'TER THE ACTI@ PfWDUCE NORE ACCURATE AND CO,1PLETE COU!~rs THAll THOSE 1:-1 JUNG1.E AREAS OR UNDER CONDITIONS 'mZiU: rHe; ~llEMY .HAfl MU)Pf'OftTUNI1.'l.IO . .iU::lJOVt ... ltIs·-n1l:M}-~~-­FROil lHE BAttLEFIELD OR WHERE BODIES tJlAY SIMP1.Y NOT . BE SEEN BY FRIEND1.Y tROOPS. GENERALLY, BODIES OF YOUNG CHILDRfN~ UNARMED WOlllEN t AND OLD MEN ARE NOT INCLUDED AS KIA'S BUT' ALI. BODIES OF MEN OF MILITARY Aat ARE COUNTED· EVEN IF WEAPONS ME Nor FOUND WITH THEM. IN THIS CONNECtION;' IT SHOUt.D BE NOTED THAT VIET CONG IRREGULAR TROOPS -- AND ...•. O.l-"'TE:N REGULARS AS WELl. .. - DO NOT CARRY PAPERS WHICliWOUI..D:'.'~ PERMIT AUTHENtICAtION OF' THEIR STATUS. FURTHERMORE,' IN <:X<J,'::C, II.NY SIOOL!! ACTION THE VC MAY USE A MIX 0;:- "AIN AN!) LOCAL~-:'!::;:/"· .. FORCE TROOPS (REGULARS>, PORTERS OR OTHER ADMINISTRATIVt':;~; SERVICE ELEMENTS, LOCAl.. GUERRILLA.S· AND,$OIil£fIMES,EUMENTS",., > .•.. 
OF LOCAL IRREGU1.AR FORCESU:.G., SELF-DEFENSE' PERSONNEL).··',,;,;c.:,' .. THUS EVEn AN ACCURATII: COUNT OF BODUS DOts NOT PROVIDE ';":;::',.:":0>;i. ','. " ...... : ... , .• -, ~ . . FIRM LOSS FIGURES FOR tACH UNIT PARTfC,~~~UNG .. I~,A (.u~C:,N;:.<;d"/' .. ; ,:'~';'·:;r:'?:: ACTION.· ' .. :' ,'~,: ... ', ." ... ;..... '''. ':" .. ',,;,,'. ,,'\,..;::~ " .... , .. ' "':':' .. 

, .' .'.- <'. "," : :,.' .,.- •• ~': " ;;~..:- >: ) " -:~ .:" :': .'. ~~. : .}';',\,><: .. :;:: :'i), ".-';"-'" . ,.' '- .,', . :.:::.. : ~.:'::.-;'~:. " : ." - ' .. 1, 
.' '.':5. INITIAL KIA (BOO,(. COutIT) REPORTS ARE REVIEWEO' " , (.c.'· 

. AND CONSOLIDA'fED At MICHlER LEVELS -- BATTALION, BRIGADE', TASK FORCE OR DIVISION -- AND CROSS -.CHECKED TO PRECLUDE DUPLICATE REPORTING OF KIA"S BY ADJOINING UNITS. IN S0I1E CASES THE INITIAL REPORTS MAY 8E SU??L.E:1ENTED WITiLCOUNTS .. DEl'WJEDmO.M. LOlt/-L!!:VEt.~AERIALSURVEILLANC! OF THE BAT'fLEFIELD. ,. . OCC,4SIONALLY, A~ EsrHI.4iE OF ADDITI(lNAL KIA'S MAY BE i\· .!\DDED TO THE OBSERVED COUNT BY GROUND CGI1MANDERS IN CIRCU!1-! SHiveES WHERE FtiYSICAL SEARCH OF tHE BATtLEFIELD IS No,r FEASIBLE; HO'tlEVJ!:R. THIS IS 'AGAINST COM;>]AND POLICY MID IS THaUilHT to OCCUR LESS F'iTEQUF;Nrt.Y '1HAN IN THE PAst. 
4. IN GENEHAL, TME COMMAND POLIcIES AND PROCEDURES OUTLWED ABOVE TEND TO ?RODUCZ A CONSE!~VATIVE counT OF ENE_1Y KIA'S. IlL!HOUGii SOilE NON-COMBATANTS MAY 8;); ERRONEOUSLY INCLUDED I» ENGAGEMENTS OCCUlllHNG IN .'. D2NSELY POPULATED AREAS. THIS MAY BE MORE THAN OFFSET' BY EXCLUSION Or FIGURES ON BODIES RE~OV£D 1ROM THE BATTLZ-FIl::LO UNDER COVER OF NIGH! OR JUNGLE. MOREOVE11 t THE POSSIBLY INH~£NT INFLATIONARY EFFECTS OF DEVELOPING A VALID COUNT UNDER THE. PRESSURE OF BAttLE ARE COUNTERBALANCED BY THE UNCOUNTED -- AND um:srt."!ATED •• - NU!1SERS OF .ENEHY TROOPS IULLE'D BY THE HUNDREDS OF DAI1. Y AIR AND ARnLLE~,{ STRIKES 14HOSE RESUl.TS ARE NOT OBSERVED BUT WHICH AL.MoS! CERTAINL.Y INFLICT SIGNIFICANT LOSSES ON THE ENEM'l' • 

. ::;.6 IVEN THES'ii: INFLATIONAl'lY AND DEFLATIONARY PRESSURES, ON 3ALMICE, WE BELIEVE 'fRE: OFFICIAL I<IA FIGURES RErLECT THE. GENERAL ORDER OF MAGNITUDE OF VlET COHG COMBAT LOSSES WITH II MODEST CONSERVATIVF; BIAS. AtTE~!PTS TO VIIL!DATE THE ACC!J'RACY OF KIA FIGURES fOR SPECIFIC ENGAGEMENTS BY EXAMINWG CAP!tnu:.v DOCU11ENTS HAVE BEEN INCONCLUSIVE. IN SOME INSTANCES, THESE OocmJ£NTS IIIWZ SHOWN THE OFFICIAL COUll! TO HAVE. BEEN L\,)1/.', {I,N)) W OTHERS tHE KIA FIGURES ~ERE £XAGG~RAED. THE EVIOENC2 IS TOO FRAGWENrARY TO WHOLLY CONFIRM OR l/l'IuLL Y DlSCl?£D IT THE: SYSn:~l. 'rH\J~;. ASSUt1HJG RELATIVE CONSISTENCY HI. THE: REPORTING ?ROCEDUllES, ~IE BELIEVE THE KIA FIGllHES IIPE BOTH PI USEfUL INOICI'l'fOfl OF TRENDS VI THE H£:LATI'JE INTENSITY OF CO~BATt {IND I~ GEriERALLY COMSEI?VATIV£, COpy LBJ lH1RA!iY O ;)''''r'!~_04_''i'''''1~;ITj!l)'q' ?~,;",rr' F .... \'Tln~·J. Jl(7' ltt\"T (..,'), ..... ,.1'"1-''"' .•.• :~ 
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LOSSE.S. THESE, H()W!::VEihARE Gi10SS OR AGClflEGAH LOSSES. 
:iO!' LOSSES POSITIVELY ASSIGNABLE TO SPEClrIC ENE:11v FORCE: 
CJ~lPONENTS • FftO~l BODY COUNT ALONE WE CANNOT BE CERTAIN 
OF' THE LOSSES INCURRED BY NAINAND LOC.~L FORCES, ADMINISTRATIVE 
SEHVICE COMPONENTS CINCLUOUK3 PORTERS), GUERILLAS OR OTHER 
I!mEGULAa El.E:lENTS OR, IN SO~E CASES, MORE. OR LESS INNOCENT 
HYSTANOERS. . 

ENEMY WOUNDED 

._ .. 6. NUMBERS ,OF ENEMY WOUNDED ARE RARELY KNOWN OR REPORTED .• 
NO ATTEMPT IS MADE BY COi'lUSMACVtO CALCULATE FIGURES·· . -; .. 

. FOR £NEMYYOONDEi:) ON A CONTINUIOO . BASIS COMPARABLE TO THE>;. 
PROCEDURES USED FOR DtTERMINIHGKIA·S. RATIOS OFTME NUMBER. OF WOUNDED ... 

. . TO KIA'S HAVE 8£EN DEVELOPED, MOWEVER, FOILUSE IN. ANALYZING.\.' 
....•... l'H£ -V IET·CONQ·14ANPOWER SrrUIrY ION.;.'T--UESE:::'ifAuaS;;:URE.;:DER'rVEDf,···f';~-:;;;.:'·"'·'-·· 

mOM AN ANA1.YSIS BY COMUSlIAClioF· CAPTURED DOCUMENts WHICH· .:. 
REVEALED THAT. DURING 1966, FOR EVERY 100 ENEMY TROOPS KILLED, 
150 ARE WOUNDED; OF THESE, 35 SUBSQUENTl.Y DIE OR ARE. .. ..• .•. 
PER/4ANENTLY DISABLED,. WHILE THE OTHERS PRESUMABl.Y REtURN TO" 

·OUTY.THE VALIDITY OF THIS METHODOLOGY, WHICH WAS BASED ON 
FRAGMENTARY EVIDENCE, IS QUESTIONABLE ON THE GROUNDS THAT 
THE PA'tTERN OF CASUALTIES IN 1967 MAY DIFFER MARKEDLY FRO~I 
THAT IN 1965 BECAUSE OF CHANGES IN TMI-: NAtuRE OF COMBAT. WHILE 
THESr: RATIOS AilE NOT UNREASONABLE, WE RECOMMlWD CAUTION . 
IN USING THEM TO COMPuTE ABSOLUTE VIEr. CONG MANPOWER LOSSES. 

E:-JE;MY PRISONERS 

7. CURRENT PROCEDURES FOR ·DETERiI!NING VIET CONG LOSSES THROUGH 
CAPTURE DIffER MARKEDLY FRO~'l TaOSE USED FOR EITHER KIA'S OR 
'.JOU~IDED. PRISONER DATf\ IS NOW cASED SOl.ELY ON THE ACTUAL IN­
V£NTOa'f OF PflOCESSE:D NIt..!TAtiY PRISONE:~S H2LD IN CAMPS.· 
PREVIOUSLY, PRISONER DATA '!lAS SASED ON nlE NU1<lBER OF E:NE,~Y 
1:100)'>5 REPORTEDLY "CAPTURED"IN BATTLE:. BUT EVENTS PROVED THIS 
TO BE QUITE UNSATISFACTORY BECAUSE SUC:U REPonTS OFTEN INCLUDED r~ 
LARGE PROPOIlTION OF' "SUSPECTS" WHO SUBSEQUENTLY PROVED TO BE 
INNOCENT BYSTANDERS .. OUR ONtY MJOR OlF"FICULTY ~ITf{ THE 
CUf'lRENT SyStEM IS. THE TIME: LAG -- SOm:TUlES UP TO A YEAR-­
BETWEEN THE CAPTURE OF THE PRISONER AND H!S UUtMAn ARRIVAL, 
AFTER PROCESSING, IN A PRISON CM!? THIS n:1E LAG I~EANS THE DATA 
ARK NEllER CURRENTLY C:)t'lPLETE,·AND PAST FIGURES ARE CONSTANTLY 
SF.:ING ADJUSTED AND UPDATED TO RELFECT DEl.AYED CHANGES VI·· .. 
THE INVENTORY. PRISONER OATIl ARE THUS HIHERENTL Y CONSE!lVATIlJE:,. 
AND AltHOUGH THEY CAN BZ USED WITH CONfIDENCE IN 8RO,~j) MAN-
POIIER CALCULATIONS, THEY SHOULDN;)T BE: Vn:WE:J AS HEFLEC!ING 
C\!:1RE~T TFlENDS IN E:lEtf,Y MORALE;l'R!ENDLY FORCE EFFECTIVENESS, 
Of1 EVEN CO~JBAI' INTENSITY~ 

ENEMY DESERTIONS MID DEFECTIONS 

n. ALTHOUGH THE: NILITARY CHIEIJ HOI DEFECTION DATA PfiOVlDE 
!I fEflSON.f\3L\' ,~GCu?'AT E RSFLECTION OF' DESERTION FRO~I THE 
£;;~:nYt THEY flUST Bt:-USED '!fITH CAVIlOt} IN·\JIETCOllG :>l;)NP:J';}UL .. 
CALCULATIONS. CURRENT REPORTING METHODS DO NOT DIFFERENtIATE 
ACEQUiH£LY B[HEEN m::1ElERS Or IRREGULAR AND HEGULI\H rORCES, 
t';;;:,\ZLY CLASSIrnNG THE~I T.:>GETHEit AS tHLITARY. SINCE 
:~2 H,\VE ~IO BASIS FOR ESTItMrING THE P)10POFlI!ON ~IH1CH MY 
'~E HEGULAih VIET CONG L05~~E:3 THROUGH THE: CIiIEIJ HOI I'ROGHA~l 
:::~\C)nUj '31:: t;r'PUE() TD THE TOTAL OF Fii':r;ULArI MlD lli:lF.Glll.l\!'l 
Ft~ to '!-~ ---.., ~'r:(L~Lj)f n& --:'·J.~t I,' ~ -;':":.~ >,)'"S' E·(... F-1)tf ft:·t·,r---;t~f('I\·f: .. "(;·o'A\/" --
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I\ND NOT TO 1m: liEGULAR FORCES ALONE. UNFORIUNAHLY, THERE 
AilE NO RELIABLE DATA AVAILABLE: ON SH1PLE VIET eONG DESERTIONS. 
A HAl It) OF ONE UNDinCH!) DESERTION fOR EVERY i'! IL lIAR Y 
CllIEU HOI IS USED IN :'>001£ us OFFICIAL CAl.CULATIONS. BUT 
THIS IS. A Vli:HY ROUGH FIGURE WHICH LOGIC WOULD SUGGEST IS 
LO'~. ALTHOtlGH CAPTURED VC DOCUMENTS REFLECT INCI'lEASING CON­
CErVI OVER A SEEtHNGLY !1CUNHNG DESERTION PROBLEM. THtY 
RAlitLy CITE STA!lSTIes, AND THE FEW FIGURES AVAILABLE 
ARE OFTEN LISTED I~ AN AMBIGUOUS FASHION. 

ALtlED LOSSES 

9. ALTHOUGH DATA FOR ALLIED LOSSES ARE ACCURATE. DIFFERING· ., . 
CRIURIA FOR LISTING 1I0UNDE:D AMONG THE 'ALUED FORCES TEND TO .. '.,'. 
DISIQR.r THE I~?ACT OF TACTICAL OPERATIONS AND SIRIOUSLY ., ... ,..... " : ".'.: .. 
l)!stORf COMPARATIVE "CASUALTY· STATISTICS. THE VIETNAMESE .' ../., ·,'.'~§;L( 
ARMED FORCES GENERALLY 1.1S! AS WOUNDED ONLY THOSE WHOSE, IN';',. . ., - ..{'.,-:: 
JURIES REQUIRE HOSPITALIZATION US FORCES~ ON THE: OTHER.. HAND. . ". . .',., 
H1CLtJOE AS WOUNDED-- AND IitNCE AS "CASUALTIES" --. PERSONNEL.' , .:C",'; ;;.:'~ 
~HO HAVE RECEIVED ONLY. LIGHT INJUiHE:S WHICH CAli BE TREATE1):VI!H-· .•.. : '.' ,J';:=X'­
out HOSPIT ALIZATIO~. (MANY OF OUR. "\tOUNDED" REQUIRE UTILE, ,,,,;.,'.,,; .. ;;<,:;;,,~.! 
MORETHI\N FIRST AID, AND SOMETHING ON .THE ORDER OF 80?ER-" '.' ......•. :.=, ...... 

~i~L~~) Ai~I;W~~~~~~; ~ ~~~~~~~\g~5~~~i~~ y H~~T~~sI~t~~~~' ., .'.:E~J I 
t'j,~DE US LOSSES APPEAR TO BE DISPROPORTIONATELY HIGHERTHAN~-c, 
THOSE OF THE VIE:TNAt'lESE .. RECF:NTLY •. l'HE US COMMAI'IDHASBEGU~ . 
TO DIFFERENHi\n: BETWEEN HOSprH.LIZED A~D UNHOSPITAL!ZED 
WOUNDED IN CASUALty REPORTING. THIS PROCEDURE. WILL nIHlIf ... 
us AND VIETNAMESE: "CASUP.LTIE5" TO BE: COMPARED ON A NOR! 
H£ANING FUL BASIS. 

ID. ·lHIS UE1:I PROCEDURE, 'HOlllEVElh ·/111.L NO! RESOLVE THE I , 

PROBLEM, OF COMPARING ALLIED l.OSSES TO THOSE OF THE ENENY, 
5.ti~CE: IT IS NOT FEASIBLE TO EsrnlATE THE :VU~IlBEH OF ENEl1Y 
WOUNDED 0:-1 A COlITINUING BASIS. '3£ Bf:LIEVE THE ONLY MEM-
WGF'UL COt1PA1U50N THAT CAN BE DRAWN IS tHAT OF ALLIED KIttED 
TO ENEMY KILLED. ALTHOUGH tHE RELIABILITY OF THE DAtA IS NOT 
ABSOLUTE: ON THE ENEMY'S SIDE FOR SPECIFIC ENGAGE~IENTS; WE 
BELIEVE THE AGGREGATE WEEXLY FIGURES DO PROVIDE A 
HEASONABLE BASIS FOR COMPARISON AS A MEASURE OF THE RELATIVE 
EFFEcnVE:~ESS OF FRIENDL'fOPER.o.TIONS, AS II/ELL AS A MEASL'RE 
OF THE INTENSITy OF COMBAT. . 

?tJB1.IC USE OF LOSS DATA 

11. IT IS Nor NORMAL!. Y- WITHIN QUit PURVIEW TO MAKE JUCGE­
r1ENTS CONCERNING THE RELEASE OFINFORMAT!ON TO THE PRESS. 
IN 'CHIS INS! ANCE, HOi/EVEl1, \;;IE 1I10Ul.D Non: THE FOLLOWING 
FACTORS WHICH SHOULD BE CONSIDERE.D IN SUCH A ,JUDGMENT: 

A.lHHIU: THE \jAt-IDiiY'OFTH~ "BOI)~ COUNT" riAY VARY 'W~DELY 
I~ DIFFERENT ENGAGEMENts, THE AGGREGATE FIGURES PROVIDE 
A USEFUl. INDICATOR OJ; THE l.EVEl. OF CO[~BAT AND II CONSERVATIVE, 
CENERAl !i£ASURe OF THE DAMAGE .INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY. 

tl. CUi/HEIIT P()L!CIES AND PrlOCE)jU:~ES IN HiE FIELD EFFECT-
IVELY LIMlT ADl'!!NlSTflArIVE AND HUNAN EilHOH5 TO A. HEI)SON-
ABLE 11 I~'m1U!'1. 

c. lJillILE 50;'l£ szmlENTS OF THE ?HESS Afn: SKEPTICAL OF THE 
OfFICIAL XIA rIGUnss. THE~ DO TZND TO REPORT THE~-­
t\ [~ y",",\ I:' :...: .. v '~i-:' ." ~!a 'f: '~.p f i l' ~ TSIA -- ~ "., (~;'i '.IT T ,; 11 r ".:~ Y),l' ~;; I ~':.$ COpy LBJ LHlRA!l.V 
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, , 
D;. IHTHHOLDZNG OF mE OFFICIAL KIA flGUXES FROM THE PRESS WOULD REMOVE THE ONE MEANINGFUL YARDSTICK OY THE INtENSITY AND GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE OF TACTICAL OPERATImlS , .', NOW AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC. . :,', . 

< ;." "\ , ~. '... ,; t,.:. 
E. ALTHOUGH till: SEE LITTLE ADVANTAGE TO BE DDIIV£1). FROi'lWITHllOI..DING THE KIA FIGUR£S ..... ::ITHER FORINDIVI,.. DUAL ENGAGEMENTS OR lit PERIODI.C TOTALS·';' liE DO. SUo ADVAN-' rAGES TO WITHMOI..DING FROM RELEASE THOSE FIGURES IN WHICH n: HAVE CONSIDERABLY USS CONFlDENCE,I. E., THE RATIOS FOR. WOUNDED AND THE COMPur ATIONS -- BASED ON INCOMPLETE, ~ A~ID WEAK EVIDENCE -- OF OVEn-ALL VIET CONG· MANPOWER .. DIFFICuLTIES. . .'c- " ,., ... 

, , ~. 

.~ , . F. THE MOST MEANINGFUJ..COltlPARISON THAT CAN SEMADE BET'lEEN ALLIED ANO ENEMY LOSSES IS THAT IN THE KILLED IN ACTION ' CAtEGORY ON AN AGGREGATE,·' PEllIODIC BASIS. VIE BELIEVE IT MAY NEVEH BEFEASISLE TO DEVELOP RELIABLE. mJCHALLENGEABLE . ESTIMATE: OF' VIE! CONG WOUNDED IIIHCH WOULD PERMIT MEANING~ FUL COMPARISONS OF TOTAL CASUALTIES FOR rHE OPPOSING FORCES. 
G. PRF:SENTATION OF US CASUALTY DATA IN A FORM WHICH Ii !str NO UI3?1E5 BETIJ/E:i:N HOSPITALIZED AND UN HOS?I! ALIZED \JOUNCED ON ,~ CONTINUING 8:IS15 IVOULD HELP TO DISPEL D1S­TOflTIONS AND ~lISCONCE?TIONS INEVITABLY PRODUCED BY THE PRE5~~r REPORTING SYSTE~. 
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