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TEXT OF CABLE FROll,1 ROME (2642). 

SUBJECT: Soviet Position on Vietnam , 

,­
I 

November 18. 1967 

""!~~~~~~r~~~::~t:,ct source). who was in Moscow fo~~:""!!~~~~~ " ons. tells us that a journalist member of the Italian Communist delegation there told him he believed the Soviets were likely to change their stand on Vietnam within several months and take steps to bring an end to the conflict. supposedl ecause the Soviet aid burden was onerous. The communist told at the PCI (Italian Communist Party) was concerned abou possibility. since the Vietnam war is a main element in their present campaigning. 

The only PCI journalist we know of who was in Moscow specially for the celebrations is Maurizio Ferrara. Director of "L'Unita". who presum­ably is well keyed in to PCI top leaders' thinking. 

We understan4 fthat the Soviets have frequently impresse.d on visiting delegations how much they are doing for Hanoi. Whether such declarations are all that is behind the PCI journalist's statement. we do not know. but in any event it is interesting that the PCl:is apparently worried about possibilities of Vietnam peace. 
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