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Friday. November 17. 1961 -- 5:10 p.m.. 

HeNwlth Sec. Jluk'a recommendat1oa -- neut which 1 talked with 
h.1m 011 the pboae -- thatth. Alaop materlal De lac1aded lila Blll Bundy 
speech oa _,otlatloas. 

He fear a that avfac:iIl, the materlal at_ would ladlcate we are 
drawlll, 'back from _,otlatloaa. 

The Blll Budy Idea 111 quite ,oed; 1tu.t Joe will lie aor. aa a holl 
if ",e do it that _yo Joe does reco ... _. h ....... r. that,... c_'t aa, 
_ythill, aboat thea. doc_ata &atU there lllae,otlatill. talk -- aay. 
at Chrlatmaa. 

TherefoN. I recommeDd that Baady do a apeech, &lid at some 
appl'opr·late time JOG say: 

w. --* a ae,otlatecl peace, 

But _ ahoalcl _t be _lve aDd tae aware of Commaaiat attitud.s 
towarda _,otlatlona -- l'eferrlll. to cloc:-._s; 

-- ADd, above all. _ shoald .ot <:Oafuae ae,otlatloaa themsetvee 
with peace. 

w. W. Jloatow 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

November 16, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT w. ROSTOW ~ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Secretary Rusk; s Views on Joe Alsop's 
Proposal for a Presidential Statement 
Based on Captured Documents Outlining 
Hanoi's Tough Negotiating Position 

. Your note of November 9 informed Secretary Rusk 
that the President wished his views on Joe Alsop's 
proposal for a Presidential statement based on captured 
documents outlining Hanoi's tough negotiating position. 

The Secretary concurs with Mr. Alsop's objective 
of bringing home to the American people what a really 

'f 371 

tough and dedicated bunch the leaders in Hanoi are, and 
particularly their comments on "fighting while negotiating." 

But the Secretary does not believe that a statement 
on the proposed lines should be made by the President, 
since this kind of statement would be interpreted as a 
harsh and negative position on our part and newspaper 
comment would be apt to emphasize that we have rejected 
a bombing pause under any circumstances. Instead, the 
Secretary believes that an Administration official, 
possibly Bill Bundy, should give a considerably longer 
speech in the near future on the whole negotiating history" 
We now have the documents and other materials to say a lot 
more than we have yet said about Hanoi's attitude at 
different stages. We need basic material of this sort for 
wide use, including the activities of the Douglas/Bradley 
Committee. While the record is largely there for anyone 
who digs for it, the fact is that it is not pulled together 
in anyone place and that the captured documents in particular 
have not registered. 
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A fair review of the record going back to the 
beginning of our negotiating efforts would go far to clear the air and put the DRV views as reflected in the captured qocuments into wider focus while avoiding some of the negative interpretation that might be drawn from the shorter kind of statement Alsop has drafted. , -

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

I 
COpy lBJ U!!RAi'iY \ 

- --,-- ---------- _ •• u •• _. __ •••• ______________ _ 

II -----------,.------------ 1-




