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Possible key questions for 11:00 a. m,

l. Q. General Westmoreland said we could begin to bring trodps home
in two years. Do you agree?

A, What Ambassador Bunker, General Westmoreland, and Ambassador
Komer told me was:

-~ We are making progress on all fronts;

-= The Vietnamese have the desire and the capacity to carry an

increasing part of the burden of defending their country and building
a nation;

-= And, in General Westmoreland!'s view, within two years we might
See some of our forces withdrawn from Viet Nam.,

He is the man best equipped to make such an estimate, I was

interested in it; and I am sure the American people are interested
in it,

2. Q. If we are making such progress, why are more U, S, troops needed
in Viet Nam ?

A. U, S. forces are needed to help hold the North Vietnamese thrusts
across the DMZ and near the Cambodian frontier. They are also needed
to,deal with the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese forces in the provinces
so that the South Vietnamese can carry forward more rapidly their
Revolutionary Development program,
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~@ur additional forces, plus those ofYAust alia, Thailand, and the
other fighting allies, will help shorten the war, ‘

3. Q. Reports today are that there has been a heavy movement against
the pound in financial centers, Do you have any comment?

A. I have nothing to add to Secretary Fowler's statement of yesterday,

4. Q. There are reports that we bombed diplomatic installations in Hanoi
last night. Did we?

A. Our two targets near Hanoi last night were 2-1/2\and 3 miles away from
th%ﬂ area of reported damayge. We'knc?/ there was very hehvy anti-aikcraft

an surfe{;/ce-toi;-a.ir issile\fire agaipst our\planes, /Beyond that'l have
inférma{t’ion or "@Zent at this tinfe,
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5. Q. Senator Robert Kennedy has said we passed up important opportunities
to negotiate peace in Viet Nam last winter, What is your comment?

A. The information available to the President is inevitably greater than
that available to a Senator. I can assure you that at no time have responsible
officials in Hanoi offered to this government any formula for negotiation
- in private or in public other than that contained in Ho Chi Minh's letter to
me of February 15.

The reasons why that formula is unacceptable are, I am sure,
quite apparent, :
6. Q. Whatis the purpose of the consultations with Ambassador Bunker,

General Westmoreland, and Ambassador Komer?

A, (see attached mermorandum)
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£ . Mr. President:
7 meetings with the Saigon team. I would make the following points.

- the new team in Saigon and after the formatlon of the newly elected Vietramesa
. government, PO -

7. Vietnamese government with raspect to; -

.. Viatnam ls firmly established; and we are making progress in military,
. political, and economic terma, T T T e - '

| .goverament and in the light of our own mllitary operations,” .

* We know the new governmaent plans to take further sfeps in these and other
~areas and we want to be sure we can be of maximum assistance to it,

- strategy has our support here in Washington. ‘We ars almply discussing ways
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INFORMATION

.7 Thursday, Novembor 16, 1967 -~ 8:00 p.zm.

I have been asked to summarize for your press conference tomorrow your

1. This is 2 routlns meeting to take stock after 6 montha! experience by
2. There are no new great decisions before us because our policy in

3. We are examining how wa can accaelorate forward movement within

4.  We are heartened.by' the steps .a:".'tr'gad;r:‘ta-.klan;hy.the_'hew Siouth _'

- ww corruption;

; ;--" . the new responsibilitics i:a.s sed to elected local goveraments

L :'....:' the enlai-gemant by QS. OOOofthe "_aif}'na'd £c.\r:;_§as'_of South Vietnam; o
== the program to ae.é,_lst:t,héféq'gl'oﬁai- é:;&%bpﬁlar forcea;';'

~= and in other flelds, g

-

5. 1 have had long sassgions ih.dividua.lly with Amb. Bunker, Gen. West- -
moreland and Amb, Komer, They each bring to me a story of sclid progress
in the right directions. They are each canfldent in our basic stratogy. That

of moving forward momeffoctivaly within that strategy., i "
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an agreed etrategy in the light of the priorities set by the South Vietnarnese - ? :

»— .- with respect to the ¢ollection and use of land taxes; | 5 R
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