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Nov. 17, 1967 

Possible key questions for 11 ;00 a. m. 

1. Q. General Westmoreland said we could begin to bring troops home in two years. Do you agree? 

A. What Ambassador Bunker, General Westmoreland, and Ambassador Komer told me was; 

-- We are making progress on all fronts; 

The Vietnamese have the desire and the capacity to carry an 
increasing part of the burden of defending their country and building a nation; 

-- And, in General Westmoreland's view, within two years we might 
see some of our forces withdrawn from Viet Nam. 

He is the man best equipped to millke such an estimate. I was 
interested in it; and I am sure the American people are interested 
in it. 

2. Q. If we are making such progress, why are more U. S. troops needed in Viet Nam? 

A. U. S. forces are needed to help hold the North Vietnamese thrusts across the DMZ and near the Cambodian frontier. They are also needed t~~:Ieal with the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese forces in the provinces so that the South Vietnamese can carry forward more rapidly their 
Revolutionary Development program. 

,.l:".f.~~,) , ~T~E'::C~~"'J-, ~9)ur additional forces, plus those of~:Australia, Thailand, and the other fighting allies, will ,help shorten the war. 

3. Q. Reports today are that there has been a heavy movement against the pound in financial centers. Do you have any comment? 

A. I have nothing to add to Secretary Fowler's statement of yesterday. 

4. Q. There are reports that we bombed diplomatic installations in Hanoi last night. Did we? 

~
A. Ou~o targets near Hanoi last night were 2-1/ nd 3 miles away from th area of re~orted da~e. We kno t re was very he vy anti-~crait 

an surflce-to'\air ,issile\!ire agai/st ou planes. 'Beyo d tha I hav~_ 
I' infbrmatlon or '~ent at thi~e. '" ' I\...._/? _,~ L .<ii:b, A n pO, ':R<>--~, C COPY LBJ LIllRAI{Y \ /X,IA,\_ /'-.o.,,1ovUS;,...;.Q <v'~ _-
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5. Q. Senator Robert Kennedy has said we passed up important opportunities 
to negotiate peace in Viet Nam last winter. What is your comment? 

A. The information available to the President is inevitably greater than 
that available to a Senator. I can assure you that at no time have responsible 
officials in Hanoi offered to this government any formula for negotiation 
in private or in public other than that contained in Ho Chi Minh's letter to 
me of February 15. 

The reasons why that formula is unacceptable are, I am sure, 
quite apparent. 

6. Q. What is the purpose of the consultations with Ambassador Bunker, 
General Westmoreland, and Ambassador Komer? 

A. (see attached memorandum) 
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INFORMATIOl'L 

f ... /; , 
.... 'I'huradaY. November 16. 1967 -- 8:00 p. r.1" 

Mr. President: 

I have been aslted to summarize for your press conference tomorrow you::' 
meetings with the Saigon team. I would mal~e the following points. 

1. This is a routine meeting to take stock uteI' 6 montha' e::"i?¢rience by 
: tho new team in Saigon and after the formation of the newly elected Vlet=e",,~ 
. government. 

", \ , 
2. There are no neW great decillions before us because our polley in 

.: ... Yietnam 1s firr.1ly established; and we are making progress in.military. 

. political, and economic terms. . 

3. We ll.rc examining how wo can II.ccelorate forward mOVCr.1cnt with. in 
an agreed strategy in the light of the priorities 6~t by the South Vietnamese 

.. " .. government and in the light of our own =Uitary operations. ' 
. -:,: 

4. We are heartened by the I$tepalaiready,takenby.the·new South 
Vietnamese government with respec:tto:. . ,0,. ' .. . 

.', ' .. 

-- corruption; 

--

--
--
. -

the new responsibilities passed to elected lOC<l.1 governments 
. wHh respoct to thecoUect1on and use 0:£ land taxes; 

tho enlargement by 65,000. of the armed forcell of. South Vietnam; 
. ,~ : '" . . . 

the program to II.s.slsHhe regi~nal and popula.r forcos; 
: .,' "',{~ "'" / 

and in other fields • 
"'~'.~-'-;' 

We know the new government plana to take further steps in these and other 
areas and we want to be sure we ca.n be 0:£ maximum auistance to it. 

5. I ha.ve had long sessions individually with. Amb. Bunker, Gen. Went-
mo.-eland and Amb. Komer. 'l'hey each bring to me a. story of.solld progl"eSS 
in the right directions. They are eachc:onfldent in our basic strat.;sy. That 
strategy has our support here in Washington. 'We are simply discussing ways 
of moving forward mOlQ;e££ectively withi1:l.that strategy., j,,;",-: :';:'." . . 
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