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Thursday, November 16, 1967 -~ 8:00 p.m.,

Mr, President:

1 have been asked to summarize for your preas conference tomorrow your
meetings with the Saigon team. I would make the following points.

1. This 1s a routine meeting to take stock after 6 months’ experlence by
the new taam in Saigon and after the formation of the nowly elected Vietnamese
government,

2, There are no new great decisions before us becauvee our policy in
Yietnam 13 flrmiy established; and we are making progreas in military,
political, and economic tarms.

3. We are examining how we can accelerate forward movement within
an agreed strategy In the light of the priorities set by the South Vietnamese
government and in the light of our own military operations.

4. We are hoartened by the steps slready taken by the new South
Vietnamese govermment with respect to:

-~ corruption;

== the new responsibilities passed to elected local governments
with respect to the collection and use of lsnd taxes;

-~ the enlargement by 65, 300 of the srmed forces of South Vietnar;
-- the program to assist the regional and popular forces;
== and in other fields.

We know the new government plans to take further steps in these and other
areas and we want to be sure we can be of maximum assistance to it,

5. I have had long sesslions Individually with Amb. Bunker, Gen, West-
moreland and Amb. Komer. They esach bring to me a story of solld progress
in the right directions. They are each comufident in our basic strategy. ‘That
strategy has our support here in Washington. We are simply discussing ways
of moving forward momtieffectively within that strategy.

_ W. W, Rostow !
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