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Saturday. Decemlte:r 16, 1967 
6:00 p.m. 

U aU 1"_ well. the attach" 
letter, _w belDl _l,utl by 
See. It "Ilk at Itl. Aoue, wID be OR 
the wire by abollt 6:30 p. m. tODlI.b.t. 
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THE: SECRETARY Of" STATe 

'NASHINGTQli 

Dear Congressmen ~IOS9 and Reid: 

, ~--=-?( 

E:
<;-- L:! 
\) h ..... __ _ 

.. i .... __ ..... _ { 

This wilL acknowledge receipt of your letter of ,Decembe1' 14. regarding problems of land t'~form in Viet-NaIR. I welcome the expression of your viaNs. \~tJ, too, lIr~ lool(. ing forward to further action by the Government of South . Viet-Nam with respect to Lalld mattel:s, and in fac:t in tha .' ,~hole broader field of agricultural development and reJ!oL"lll. . 
I 

.' ,The nato Government of South Viet-I~alll. inaugurated • I October 31, has made 'It ,clear that it int(3l1ds to tal(~~ furthel!, 

, .' 

'actioq in this' field. F01' example, PriulG Minister Lac, ' .. in. the' "Actlon Program" he outlined for hios Gov~l1:nlllellt on ,November 15, said: 

UTile Government ,0i11 distribute public lallda 
to pe~sants, re-establish 500,000 expired l,,'md 
leases, and issue ownership certificates to 
110,500 peasants who have purchased ~lI:proprillced 
rice fieLds." 

lie also stated, ill, regard (;0 the problem of lSlld$ in areas newly secuL'ed, 'his Government would assurt3 thl! Stl'ict application of the land statute which gives farmers the 
~ right to continue tUlil'S the land 0\\ \ohich they are working ". ,and to purchase the La,I1d on a priority basis. 

I belieVe! you would agree that' the above .1s' an en­'couraging statement of intent:. on the part of .a Govel'l1ment only just: beginning to op~t'ate under a llewly-establish~.:t " constitut:iond system. ,As the \le,~ regime be.ginsto talte action Oil its stal;ed program, we . will , of course, assillt and 

. .... 

support: these measures .,',:, .... ' 
-';' ';~ .-': . 

The Honorable John E. ~loss and" 
The Honorable Ogden R. Raid, 

The HOUSEl of Repr.esentat1.ves, 
,,' Washington, D.C. ". ''', "'/'" 
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There are certain statcnll.mts' in yOUl.' letter which do 110t 
fully l!aflect the. land, sil:uat:l.on itl South ViGt~l~am as it :Ls 
kl'lotm to us. My staff has 1'10t had 41'\ opportunity to see the 

"study conducted by' tha, GAO which you' say supports your fi11d~ 
:Lngs and We. of course, would be l>lease<l to comment Oll it, if 
you w:Lsh.," '." ' ':, - . ': :.' 

.:',' 

Sitlcerely. 
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