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UNITED STATES M 

MACJOO 

The President 
The White House 
Washington. Dj>~ 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

· ... ,., 

. COMMAND, VIETNAM 

11 DEC 1967 

This letter nl5pOIlds to your request for my views and l"GCOlIiI .... tda. tiona conceming the lIOtivution of our Vietnam wteraDs toMml dedi. c:ated and 1'8SpOI1Siblo citizenship, The oppcnMity to COIIIIIeIlt is Wltl~ 

Assurodly. a setviceman in Vietnam xeceiws a one-year COU'tS8 in the duties of citizenship, Through his sacrifice, disciplino and will­ing contribution, he leams tlu. impcm:anc:e of cooperation. He has an opportunity to participate in civic act1an. lIe giIins.8I1 understanding of a foreign culture and bet leams the importance of hunan dignity. He bec:aJes aware of his own in;?ortance as an individual. during this year of trial and caura.deship be learns the great strength tho indi­vidual brlJIgs to the group and the lQ'th of the group in any. impoTtIlnt endeavor. This oxperience fits him adm.i.1:1lbly to becomet a leader in our nation's future. 

TtaIs the transition the se1.'Vic:ella 118kes. f1'OlII dIlty in Vietnam to the domIIstic pursuits of his individual fUture is a particularly criti­cal time in te1'lll$ of thoman's value as a citisen. As bet sheds his urdfotm, his entry into civil society in texms of opportmity. recep- . tion and the wr1f:lcatian by his friends and neigllbors of the worth of his service in Vietnam IllUSt equate with or hopefully be even more in­spirational. than his l'1Nll' of c:atilat dIlty. 

So it seems to me that for the UUted States to insure itself of the full can.tribution toward citizenship fma each. fttUrning. service­ilIall 1-'8 in Vietnam nl.1S't do our share, and our st:ruc1:ul'e at l1ort1$ must do 
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its share as weU. Our objective is """'OOIU to provide for the nation 
the full worth of the Vietnam veteran in siabilhing inflUlmCe. citizen 
service and leadership so neeessmy today and in the future to keep 
AIlIerica strong and free. 

We are now acc:anpUshing IIIICh towal'd 'this end in VietDam, and we 
can do even more. Our cummt pt'Ogl'llJllS c:antributing materially to 
motivation of the serricsman in Viet:rtam to became a useful and pl'Odue­
tive citizen on his retum to the United. States include: 

1. A CQllbat orientation as put of hts welCCllllJ to bis unit 
so the serViceman clearly understands our objectives lwJ.te and the envi_ 
1'OI1IlDIlt in which Ie pursue thimi. 

2. A Character Glddance p1'O&ftIII and mated 1'8ligious pro­
grams which help to give each individual an uncJentandin. of tile :impor~ 
tan<:& of integrity and responsibility topther with spidtual strength 
and moral developlllOJ1t. 

. 3. Programs for the public: acknowltldgtllDlnt of .fDd1vidual 
and URi t valor and serviee by awards t dac:oratiIlDs and baa town pnss 
roleases. COIIIIII8Jld newspapers, ee1'8lllllftie. iliad TIICOpiti(ln by senior 
of:f.iceTS prior to the SO'l'V'f.ceman' s depa.rt.ln f1:aa Vle'bUIIII. 

4. BIq>lanation of the serlri<::ea.m's rights as a veteran by 
briefing and COWlsolingteams hom the Veterans AdIIIinistfttion at two 
der.l8rture sites in Vietnam. 

We plan to do Il101:8, panicu1ady in these uus wbue additional 
stross can consolidate md highlight the lIIOIltbll of training in 
disciplinG, patriotiSlll. citi%iinship, 1UIIIIIl relatiCIIUI ad leadership 
the sorvieeman has already m:aived. We will intens1fy the _tivation 
of the iDdividual as a citizen through the eo..,w Information Program; 
our Armed P<m:8s CC!Il"Mmic:atiorul medial religious eclIx:at!oa;. and partic­
ularly in our out-processingproc:eduru. 

I consider this out-pl'OC8ssing a key factor Sa cliaxil\, the 
se1'Vic:em8n's tour in Vietnam in te1"IIIS of hitI fut.u!e acdvity as a good 
citizen. This eJRbraces activities wbich provide ~sive infor­
mtim on vewrans' benefits, job E:lpportulllue •• l'Ctt'rdn:1na progums. 
and the situation Vietnam veterans will find 0I118tum to the United 
States. Debriefings at pat"el1t units, inoocountry departure wrminals. 
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MACJOO 
'n» President 

and debarkation centers togethet' with appt'Opl';l.ato personal TG¢Opitlon 

frail senior officers and Vetel'lU Administration guicJanee are major 

features of this au.t"p:roc:essing. 

In this connection, I consider the roc.opition of tba semceman's 

contl'ibution of pal'G1llOUDt~. This ftCOgaition DOt only 

crystallizes the lI'81'V'iceIIIm's identificaUon with both tlle 'W# and OUT 

objectives as citizens but it can go a l.ong way toward IIIOtivating the 

serviceman to c:cmtinue his contribution in tile quieter pursuit of his 

post-servic::6 life as a civilian,. keordia,ly. I ~ the produc­

tion and diatributiaa to apptopriate military ~ of three special 

short professiClUlly prepared fl_. The .. filll!l. tddch should be done 

in color, should apply the lateet in Clllllfta, _i.e an4 IOUOd tech­

niques, and conceivably be introduced by pmn .... t scretIQ persmalities, 

offer the '-t III8diuIlI for achieving this nec:essaty orientation through 

recognition. 

TIm, tile lUst film would illustrate far tbIt HniC8lllllll the mag .. 

nitWe of his acI11evements in Viotna and relate hi. pel'lIODal effort 

to the whole. This film would Jive the servi_ a total penpec:­

tive. relating his own contrihutiaa to our plC:iflc:ad.oa objectives" to 

OUT actions here, and to our progress. ThU filla euphask .. his Sllare 

therein by ~ the scop4I and sweep of our accaapUAmts. This. 

film loIOUld incl. a few frames of lIlY 0Im ,enemal salute ad tbanks 

8$ well. I also feel certain we could obtain the cooperation of 

Presidont Thien for an appearauce in the film in 1I'bidl he WCI1.I1d expt¥)ss 

his thanks and tblt gDti 1:Qck) of the Republic: of V1etnam for the service .. 

man's effort. TIm this fint film would idelrtify tile ..menan's 

individual role, ~ss him with its worth in the upt of the total 

enterprise. and orient hill!. towari continuing tbis contribution as a 
private c:itizcm. 

'fhe second film swluly prot'essimally ~ and inc:ludinS 

commentary by p1'Olllinent senten perscmallties. would portray ppbica11y 

the nlany opportunit~St advantages, and xesponsibiUU •• of private 

citizenship as provided by the Vetellll'lS Administration ad -related 

programs. This would assist the SOl"Iic:tlll!llll in "'1.iDI IftIi orpnizing 

his future in terms of both obl1gat1ons and opportunities. 

Both these films. I baliew, shoulc1 be shown tbIt senric:eJIIIR prior 

to his departure from Vietnam. but xelaUwly c:lose to his actual out­

proc:ossing:. 
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MACJOO 
The President 

A third film, of similar quality, sIIouldbo sho181 the serviceman 
just prior to his departUl'f.J ffCIlI debarkatiOft or disdIarge points in the 
United States. I suggest that this third flla bet a statemant of the 
thanks of our Dation perstJDally Qpl'eSSOd by)'aU. In this filDed 
allpGarartee, you could include )'OUl' .joinder to the serviceman. to take 
up bis responsibilities as a private c:iti&en IIIld to ac:copt his role in 
tim conmunity as both an obligatiOft and. a priviloge partiflUlarly liZ. 
nificant in the light of his illIportant service in V1etna18. . 

This kind of orientation, in my op:lnion.wUI provide tblt p-eatest 
ilIlpact on the retumin& sommaan. Tho nec::aasary fol.l£lwooup ¢OU1d take 
the £0l'Ill of a personal lotter ffCIlI a sanior govamMlt off1cial dis. 
patched to the veteran a short time afte1' bit has bIIIIQ disc:ba1'ged. ' This 
1IiOUlll be of major value in assisting the sorvi.caIan's transition to 
private citizen, 

I am particularly eoncemecl about wbat bappID$ after the HrVic:e" 
man letuma to the lhlted States and is disc;Jtupd or tnIlsfet'S to a . 
new duty station. There may very well be a IWl'ious let~ after the 
intense )'OtU' of Pl'8ssure hen; and the udlitary and ciY111an _pents 
of the natiOft must both take great eare to protect our sel'V'1c::eBlen in 
their initial Wlnerability to pressUN groups of lBIUly kinds •. Some 
of this may be accomplished by pTOper orieatatioll in IlilitaryPpara., 
tiOft centers 'but it is even IlIOX'O significant to centinuing pel citizen" 
Ship that the vigorous iastitutiOftS of the state and the COIII1IUIlity 
address this matter. Thus the Junior Cbmber of Ccl!nerco. our many 
patriotic and veterans organizatiol1$, labcrr unions, verieus industrial 
organizations. edur.:ational insti tutiOM,and fratcnnal organizations 
neeU to make It c:mscientious effort to .llelp the ntumintJ serviceman 
locate and identify hiIIlself with the positiw rows and tftditicmal 
coneepts inherat in a fl'8e society. Similarly. I think 0Ql' letuming 
senricomen lWSt be encouraged to affiliate ldth a political party, so 
as to stake out their interest and cOllllecticn with self~t 
£1'011\ the onset of their civilian status. 

TIle military establisllllleJlt can go only so far in auisthlg thb 
ilaportan1:l transition fTom uniformed ranks to the c:onamity. The 
ndlitary can provide the basic orientatica aracl tJIe fllgd_tal moti. 
vation but it is tlle civilian sector of our Dation that must capitalize 
on this and embrace tile vetor&n in such a way tbat his POtelltial for 
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~fACJOO 
The President 

citizon service. so maTked. while in uniform. is not: lest ClI\eO he is dis .. 
charged.. Thus I ree ....... ad that the JJepattwut of 1leferI,se and other 
Pedttral agencies. togethol' with state and lIIUIlic1pallllOCblUlbllls and civic 
groups develop • ~sive pto&J'8lll tmder your pneral ~t 
which provides II dignified and attractiw faUiarUati_ of the service­
man with his rights. obligatioas and benefits as II ciUIGIl vetftan of 
the war in Vietnam. His local opportunities for work. --ina Iftd edu­
cation. together with his Fedel'al apportUlliU" in govex,...t work. 
law uforceJRl'l1t. the Peace Corps and. the Teachus Corps SbOlJ]d all bet 
ou.tlined and Uluatra1*d througb a coordinatoc1 effort that can achieve 
positiw results. 

These _gnifieen.t young men have p'l'OV\m thattelves :bl battle. I 
am oonfidlmt ., can do equally _11 in theb ciril1a ~. 
They will be the leaders of tomorrow just as the Yewraas of World l'iar 
II and Korea are the leadon of today. w.:bl Milita1')" Auista'ltCe 
CciaIIan<1. Vietnam. will do everything possible to fadUtate the trans­
ition to !'ItSpOnsib:te e1tizenship. 

_._-_._-----
I II 

PaithMly yuan. 

Signed 
W. c. Wl!S'1'M)RBt.AND 
GeIwr'al

l 
Qaitoc1 States Army 

COO'IIIIImd D, 
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