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Tuesday. November Z8, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDll:NT 

SUBJECT: U. S. Goals in Viet-Narn 

You asked that Bill Jorden do a report showing that our goals in 
Viet-Nam and Southeast ABia have been conslatent over the years. that 
there has not been a "switch. " as Bobby Kennedy charged on Sunday. 

Attached is his report. 

It starts with the basic commitment under SEATO in 1955. It 
makes clear that the Senate understood the connection between our com­
mitment to Southeast Asia and our uwn national intereab. 

It uses quotes from President: Kennedy showing clearly that he 
understood how deeply our own security was involved in Viet-Nam and 
Allia. 

It concludell with a long lIelection of quotations from you over the 
1963-1965 period -- all demonlltrating that you saw consistently the 
deeper meaning of our involvement in Asia. 

I doubt that any reasonable person could read this collection and 
still beHeve there had been aDIf"switch" whatsoever in our policy or our 
understanding of our commi1:tldent. And it is hard to understand how a 
man could have been as clo.e to all this a. Bobby was and reach his 
stated conclusion. 

Att. 

W. W. Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4(ic) 

W1c!:;; House Guideline;. feh. 2·j, l)~ 
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Dl!CI ASSIPIBD 
AUdai,,4qp, twl ?hi'!1?')''J)S(' ia.- r/z.J/7'j 

B,~. HAllA. n. /-f~;9-z...---
SUBJECT: U. S. Goals in Viet-Nun and Southeast Asia 

It has been said that thle Admini.tration haa chan.ed goals in 
Viet.Nun, that under Preaident Kenn.dy ........ 1'. fightinl only ao the 
Vietnamea. people wonld have the rilht to decide their own future but 
that now we are fighting Cor s.lfiah national interesta. 

There are at leaet three thiDge wrong with this allegation: 

.- President Kennedy made it very clear from the outset of 
his Administration that we were involved in Southeast Asta becaulle ot 
our treaty obligations and our aaUonal intere.t.; 

-. There was no "switch" in onr goal. from then until now and 
they have been stated clearly and ottenl 

-- Thi. higbly over-simplified descrlptioD of • policy ignores 
the tact that it is po. sible _. and more often t1'Ile thaD aot __ that commit. 
ments and actions in (oreign affairs have more than one single, aimple 
objective. 

In this ease, our own national interests and the emergence ot a 
South Viet.Nam that i. free from •• gre .. loa and able to shape tts own 
future are conaiatent and complementary goals. 

The basic decieion 01 the United Statea that Scn:athoast Asia wall 
important to ita national aecurity waa made ia 1955 when our Senate 
ratU"ied the SEA TO Treaty. Article IV of that Treaty atate.: 

"Each Party recognize a that a"l'o •• ion by meana of armed 
attack in the treaty area again.t any of the Partie. 01' alainae any State 
or territory wbich the Partie. by unanimOUl .. reemant may hereafter 
deSignate. would endanger it. own peace and aafety and alroe. that it 
will in that event act to meet the commoa danger in accordance witb it. 
conlllitutional proee •• el. It 

The meaning or the Treaty and an it. Implication. were fully and 
freely di8cussed by the Senate Foreign Itelationa Committee and by tbe full 
Senate. The Committe. reported the Treaty favorably by a vote of. 14 to 1. 
The full Senate gave ita advice and coasent by a vote of 82 to 1. 

Senator Walter George, then chairman of tbe Foreign Itelations 
Committee, .aid during the Senate debate: 

COPY LBJ LH1R,'hi.V 
-_____________ -,-___________ ~_·i,_'~-~·---'---~---'-r-----,·-'---"--'--- ._-- ---------



',~ l '; •••. ,., 

>.1 .. 
-C'ONF!IlEN'l'IA t. 

" ••• if there were a aubveraive, revolutionary movement in. 
let us aay Vietnam or Thailand. propagated by communism that would 
be regarded aa a threat to us. " 

Senator H. Alexander Smith said the Treaty served as • warning 
to Peking and Moscow that "they are no 10nler free to iaolate and absorb 
the countries of Southeast Ast •. oll.e by one. Laoa or Cambodia or South 
Vietnam or Thailud cease to be individual entri"s on their timetable ot 
conquest. II 

Senator Mike Mansfield supported the Treaty because It was 
"another milestone in the evolution of _1' policy to try and create a solid 
collective-security system tn the Western Pactfic and Southeast Asia are.s. " 

The Kennedy and Johnson Administrationa have act"d in Southeast 
Asia in ways totally consistent with th" spirit aDd th" l"tter of that solemn 
treaty obligation. We have reeolnized that 0\11' own interesta and our own 
security are closely tied to the intereats and security of the peoples of 
Southeast Asia. 

In one of his !lrst major foriego policy statemuta 'aftar taking 
office. President Kennedy (bl March 1961) addre.sed the then urgent 
problem of mereastnl communist a,gr" .. ion in Laos. He said: 

"SEA TO __ the Southeast Asia Treaty OrgaDtsation -- was 
organbed in 1954 with strong leadership from our last administration, 
and all members of SEA TO have undertaken spec:ial treaty responsibilities 
towards and alireasion In Laos ••• 

"My fellow AmericaDs, Lao. i. far a_y (r01ft America, but 
the world ts small. Its two million people live in a country 3 times the 
sboe of Australa. The .ecurity of all Southeast Aaia wtll be endanlered 
if Laos los •• its neutral iadependuc:e. Its _ .arety l'QIl. with the .afety 
or us all •• m real neutrality obaerved by all ••• 

"Our respon •• will be made h' cloae cooperation with our 
allies and the wi.he. ot the Laotian Gcwernment. We wil1llot be provoked, 
trappe" or drawn into this or aD., other aitnadon, 1N.t I know that every 
Americ:an win want his CO\U1try to honor ita obUgatiOlls to the point that 
freedom and security of the free world aDd OIlrselves may be ac:hleved. " 

Pl'e8ident KftIUledy was alwaya cOIlsaoua of the meaning Cor ths 
United States __ and for the killd of world we all _nt -- of our c:ommit­
ments and our ac:tiona throughout the world -- in Southeaat Asia- in 
Europe and elaewhere. 
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In a news conference in early 1962 he .ald! 

"The United Stat.s la carrylnl a heavy load, but not only in 
the United Natloas; It's carrying a heavy load a~d the world. The 
United Stat .. is maida. a major ertort. (or example. la Berlin and Viet­
Nam Uld in Latin America. The burdens that we carry are ,reater than 
Uly other tree country. But I must eay that it we did not carry them, In 
my opinion. the cause oC Creedom would collapse in a whole .... rlety of 
ways ••• the alternative will be a steady expansion ot communist power in 
all those areas, which I think would be tar more expensive in the long 
ruD." 

And in one of hb last atatements on the l .. ue, on September 26 
1963 President Kennedy made clear the connection he saw between our 
actions in Viet-Nam and our own deepest interests. In Great FaUs 
Montana, h. said: 

"It is the United States. this country, your country, whleh in 
15 to 18 years haa almost singlehandedly protected the freedom o( dozens 
of countries who. in turn. by betng Cree. protect our freedom. So wben 
you ask wby we are in Laos. or Viet.Mem. or the Conlo, or why we support 
the Alliance for Progress in Latin America. we do so because we beHeve 
that our freedom is tied up with thetn, and if we can develop a world in 
which all the countries are free. then the tbreat to the security ot the United 
States is leuened. So we have to stay at it. We must not be Catlgued. " 

The record ot those years is clear. The goals that President 
Kennedy had in mind in our involvement tn Viet-Nam and Southeast Asia 
were also clear. To say now that we .. ere there merely to protect tbe 
Vietnamese people and give them the right to decide their own future -­
that our involvement had nothing to do with our own obligations. our own 
interests and our own security __ is simply a distortion of history. 

President Johnson has constatently seen the clos. relationship 
between tbe security ot Asia and the security of the UaUed States. He and 
President Kennedy were both Senators when the SEA TO Treaty_s 
adopted. Like their fellow-Senators. they bew what the Treaty said. 
what it meant. and what it might mean in the (uture. 

In his first major report on to reign affairs as Vice President. 
following a trip to Asia. he told President Kennedy in May 1961' 
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"The battl.e against CODUJ1w:alllm mu.t be joined in Southeaat 
Asia with strength and determination to achieve Rccess there 01' the 
United State., inevitably must surrender the Pacific and take up our 
deCens.s OD our own shores. Asian Comm_ism Is eom.promised and 
contained by the maintenance of tree nations on the subcontinent. 
Without this iDhibitory influence, , the lsland outposts __ the Philippines, 
Japan Taiwan __ have no security. It 

Later in that same report Vice President Johnson said: 

"The C_damental deciston required of the 'United States -­
and time i. of the greateat importance -- is whether we are to attempt 
to meet the chaUenge of CODUJ1w:aist expanaion DOW ta Southeast Asia by 
a major effort in support of the forces of freedom in the area or throw In 
the towel. " 

From the time he bacame Pr.sident in NOT_bel' 1963 President 
Johnson has consistently and often expre •• ed the importance of Viet.Nam 
and Southe .. t A,ia to the natlollal iIlte .. ests of the United State.. He and 
previous Presidents bave also stressed the Cact that our actiOD' were taken 
in response to the wishes of the gOTernm_ts and peoples concerned who 
sought belp in preserving their inde~dence andireedom. 

The following collection of .tatements by the Presidelnt made since 
he took office make. this conclusion w:amietakabty clear' 

COpy LBJ LH1RAi{Y 
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ADDRESS BEFORE A JOINT SESSION OF THE CONGRESS 
November n, 1963 

1 

"Thi. Natioa wUl keep tt. ccmu:nitJllenti frOlll South Vlet-Natn to Weat Berlill. We will be uneealinlln the I.al'ch for peace; relourcelul in our purluit of area. of a,reem.ent eveJl with tho •• with whom we differ; and geDerouI aDd loyal to thole who 101ft with U8 in ccmunon caul •• \I 

ANNUAL BUDGET MESSAGE TO THE CONGRESS, FlSCAL YEAR 1965 
Januar}!' 21 1964 

"The le.l.developed natiOllI are eD,.,ed in a critical .t1'uggle for poUtical indepeJldence and ecoDCImic betterment. Thi. struggle talc •• many {OI'J1l., from cOIllbatiD, al'J1led .glre •• loa ud .ubv.raloD tn Vletnatn to advancing IUltional eftort. to reduce poverty ud UHter.cy in South Asia. Latin America and other area.. Upoa the outcome ot thi. strusgle will depend the .tabUity and • .,curity of much of the world ... 

REMARKS TO KEY OFFICIALS OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE February II 1964 

"We are not pullin, out of SOllthea.t A.la becaule we ar8 not willing to yield tat part oC the world to the ovelopment ot conununl.sm. W. are providin, .niltance to .ave p.opte who want to save themselves." 

TV AND RADIO INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY !lEPRESENTA TIVES OF MAJOR BROADCAST SERVICES 
March 14, 1964 

"a. Pre,ldot Ke_edy .ald. Oft the .,abJect of Vlet.Nam I think, that he did ~eU.ve in tho fallinl dOlllino theory that if Vlet-Nam were 10at that other countrl.s in the area would .CIOD be 101t. 

"The President. I think it would be a very d_ierous thin., and I .hare PresideDt Kennedy'. view. and I think the whole of Southeast Asia would be involved and that would tnvol_ hwldred. of mUllans of people and I think it's -- it canoot be ignored. we must do everything that we can we must be re.ponsible, we mult .tay there and help them. and that is 
what we are ,oing to do. " I 

\ , 
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REMARKS ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS AT THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
LUNCHEON IN NEW YORK CITY 

April ~O. 1,64 

"But we have a1eo learued in this century. and we have learued 
it at painful and bloody cost, that our 0Wft freedom depende upon the 
freedom of othen. that our own ,rotection reqUires that we help protect 
othera. that we draw lncre .. aed etrength from the atrength of othere. 

"Thua. to al11ee we are the moet depel"lable and enduring of 
friende. for our own ealety dep.de upon the .trength of that friend.hip. 
To enemiea .. e are the moet .teadfaat and determined 01 foee for We 
know that aurrender anywhere threatene deleat e_rywhere. For a len­
eration, without regard to party or region or elae. our country hae been 
united in a baeic forellft policy that grow. from thi. tneecapable teaching. " 

"The Berlba airUft. the Korean war, the del •• e of Formo .... the 
Cuba criel •. the etrus,le in Viet.Nam ,rove our determination to reailt 
aggreeaion and prove our ability to adapt particular reeponee to particular 
challen,e. " 

"Armed Comrftuntet attack OIl Viet-Nam te today a reality. The 
lighting apirlt of South Viet-Nam aa Secretary Ruek told \lII from there 
yeeterday t. a reaUty. The requ.et of a friend and .. ally·lor our belp 
in this terrible moment la a reality. 'I11e etatement of the SEATO ame. 
that Communiet deteat la "enential" i. a reaUty. To faU to reapond to 
theee realitiee would reflect on our honor ae a natiOll, 'WOuld undermine 
worldwide confidence in our courage would convince every nation in 
South Asia that it muat now bow to Communist term. to survive. " 

COpy LBJ LIliRAI{Y 
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PRESIDENT'S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 

June 2. 1964 

.. Like a _bel' ot other nations. We are bound by solemn com­
mitments to help defend this area alainst Communtst encroachment. We 
will keep thst commitment. In the case of Vtet-Nam. our commitment 
today is Just the same.., the commitment made by President Eisenhower" 
to Presideat Diem in 1954 -- a commitment tobelp the.e people help 
themselves. 

"w. are concerned tor a whole ,reat geographic ar.8 not 
simply for specific complex problenu ill specific countries. 

We have one single cent.ral purpose in all that we do in Southeast 
Asla and that is to help build a stable peace. It is others and not we, who 
have brought terror to small countries and peaceful peasants. It is others 
not we. who have preached and practlced the use ot force to estabUsh 
dictatorial eontrol OVel' their Deighbora. 

, "It Is others, not We. who have refused to honor international 
agreementa thet aim at reasonable settlement 01 deep-seated ditterencee. 
The United Stat.s cannot taU to do its full share to meet the challenge 
which is posed by those who disturb the peae. of South ... t Asia. but the 
purpose of America will not change. W. stand lor peace." 

PR.ESIDENTSNEWS CONFER.ENCE OF 
June 21, 1964 

"The policy of the United Stat.s toward Southeaet Aeia remalns 
as it was on June 2nd. when I lummariaed it in tour stmple propostttons: 

1. America keeps bel' _rd. 
2. The ts.ue t. the future of Southeast A.ia as a whote. 
1. Our purpo.e i. peace. 
4. Thts ts not just a 1_.Ie war but a strugsle for freedom 

on every front of human activity. " 

COpy lBJ LHlRA!iY 
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RADIO It TV REPORT TO THE AMElUCAN PEOPLE FOLLOWING 
RENEWED AGGRESSION IN THE GULF OF TONKIN 

Ausust ", 1964 

"In the larger aens. this new act of al,re •• lon aimed directly 
at our own fore.. again brings home to all of u 111 the United States the 
iInportanee oC the struggle (or peace and security in aoutheaat Aaia. 
Aggresaion by terror against the peaceful 'rillaler. of South Vlet.Nam has 
now been joined by open aggrenton on the high .eas against the United 
States oC America. 

"The determination lll,:11 Americans to carry out our full com­
mitment to the people and to/i8vemmOllt of South Vlet.Nam will be 
redoubled by this outrage. Yet our rellponae. for the present will be 
liInited and fitting. We Americana know although othera appear to .forget. 
the riaka of apreading conflict. We stUl aeek no wider war. " 

" ••• I have today met with the leaders of both parties in the 
Congress of the United States and 1 bve lnformed them that I shall imme. 
diately request the Con,ress to pass a resolution makin,it clear that our 
Government is united in its determination to take an aeeessary measures 
in support of freedom and in delleose ot peace in southeaat Asia. II 
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REMARKS AT SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY ON THE COMMUNIST 

CHALLENGE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
Ausust 5, 1964 

"Aggression __ deUberate. witHal, and systematie allression __ 

has unmasked its faee to the entire world. The world remembers __ the 

world must never forget -- that aggresaion unchallelSged is aggrelllsion 

unleashed. 

We of the United States have zaot forgotten. 

That ts why we have anawered this aggree.lon with acHon. 

America'. eour.e is not prec:ipitkte. 

America'. course i. not without long provoeation. 

For 10 yearlll three American Preaidents __ President Eisenhower. 

President Kennedy, and your present President _. and the Ameriean people 

have been actively concerned with threats to the peace and .eeurlty of the 

peoples of southeast Asia from the Communiet government of North Viet­

Nam. 

President Eisenhower .ought -- and Pre.ident KeDIledy sought -­

the same objectives that I .tUI .eek: 

That the governments of southea.t A.ia hO!lOr the international 

agreements which apply ift the area; 

That those government. leave each other alofte; 

That they resolve their differences peacefully; 

That they devote their talents to betterias the Uves of theilr 

peoples by working against poverty and disease and iporaftee. " 
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SPECIAL MESSAGE TO THE CONGRESS ON U. S. POLICY IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA. Aupat 5. 1964 

"These lateat setiona o! the North VletDunese regime have given 
a new and grave turn to the already serioue altuation in Southeast Aaia. 
Our conunitmenta in that area are weU known to the Conlre... They were 
first made in 1954 by P.eaident Eiaenhower, They were !Q.rther defined 
in the Southeaat Aala Collective DeCenae Treaty approved by the Senate in 
February 1955. 

"Tbil Treaty with its accOlllpallying protocol obligatea the United 
States and other members to act bl accordance with their Constitutional 
proce .. es to meet Communi at allrea stOll .,ablet any of the parties or 
protocol statea. 

"Our policy ira Southeaat Aaia hat been conatstent and Q.ncbanged 
aince 1954. 1 summarized it on Juae 1 in foul' aimple propoaltions: 

"1. America kllepa her word. Here aa elsewbere. we must and 
shall hoDor our commitments. 

. "1. The tsaue la the future of Southeallt Asia as a whole. A 
tbreat to any nation in that .epOll ta a threat to all. and a threat to us. 

"3. Our purpo .. ia peace. We have DO military political or 
territorial ambitions ira the area .. 

"4. This ia not just a Junlle war, but. struglle for Creedom OIl 

every front ot human activity. Our miUtary end economic asstatance to 
South Vietnam and Laoa in particular hae the JNrpoae 01 helping these 
countries to repel aggreaslon and atrenstben their Independence. 

"The threat to the tree nationa of Southeast Asia has long been 
clear. The North VietDuneae regime has cOJUItantly sought to take ovllr 
South VIetnam and Lao.. Tbla Communi.t re.ime bas violated the Geneva 

"'The Southeast Asia Resolution. approved by the Senate (88.%) and by the 
Houee of Repres.tatives ('14.0) OIl Ataguat le. 19" said in part: 

"The United States l'e.ards aa vital to its national lnter.st and to 
world peaee the mainteftaftce ot international peace and securtty in. s_th­
eaat Ada. Consonant with the Constituti_ of the United Stat.s and the 
Charter of the United Nationa and ia accordance with ita o'bUgatlOlls under 
the Southe.at Asia Collective Del.se Treaty the United State" ia, there. 
Core. prepared. as the President determines to take all nee.s"ary steps 
including the uae of armed force. to asstst any member 01' protocol state 
o! the Southeast A"ia Collective Defena. Treaty requesting a."latanee in 
de! en.e of Us freedom. " 

COpy lBJ U!lRAIi.Y 
---~------------------------,r--·-------------·--r-,·-·----.-----------------



-11-
Accords for Vietnam. It has systemattcally conducted a campaign of 

- - _. ~ -v ------------, ---... -- - --.-r--.--aubversion, whlcblncludea the directloa. tratatal, aad II1tpply ot per.OIlftel ad arma tor the c:oaduc:t ot ",errUla wartaro la South Vletaame .. territory. In Laoa. the North Vietname.e relimo baa lD:la~lrled m.tlltary toree •• u.ed Laottsa territory tor tatntratiOD tato South Vietnam. ad mOR reeent! y carried out combat operation. -. 8U ta direct Ylolation ot the Oe.eva Agree­ment. ot 1,62. It 

"As I bave repeatedly made clear, the Ullited Stat .. intends no rashne.a. sad seeks no wider war. W. lD:lust make it clear to all that the United State. is united 1n it. determination to bring about tbe end of Communi.t subversion sad A"re •• lon i. the area. We s.ek the £ull and effective restoration of the taternational agr.ementa .iped tn Geneva In 1954 with respect to South Vietnam and alain in Geneve in 196Z with .. respect to Laos. " 

REMARKS IN NEW YORK CITY .11. T THE ANNUAL DINNER OF THE ALFRED E. SMITH MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 
October 14. 1964 

"Ia A.la there is a different pJ'Oapect. OIl that st-lfe_atreaked continent sa ambitious and a"r •• slve power m_ce .... eak and poor nations. 

"Here -- a ..... have done in EuJ'0p8 -- w. muet ·help create the conditions which caa make peace po .. lb.. Th. task i. diltereat and more difficult. It i. not Ie .. important. 

"We will aulat a,ainst attack. We w111 RreD,then our commit­ments of aUlaace. We will work with the aatiOlla oC Asia to build the hope and .ett_eOJ1fideaee on which their Indapend_ce must rest. 

"The fiaal outcome will d.pead _ the will 01 the A.ian people. But .s 10lll .s they tnrn to us for help we will be there. We will not per­mit the great civilization. of the Ea.t -- almost half the people of the world -- to be .wallowed up in CommUlliat eoaqu.at. 

"Let no one be foolhardy _ou,h to doubt the .treDlth of that_­yielding Amerleaa commitment. 

"In Viet-Nam we believe that. wlthbur help the people oC South Viet-Nam can deCeat Communist a"re .. 1011. We will continue to act on this bellef without reckle.snes. and without retreat. " 

" 

\ 
, 
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REMARKS IN MEMOlUAL HALL. AKllON t1NlVE1t8ITY 
Octobe .. :&1. 1964 

"I caD a .. ure you that]D1lr cOWltry i. the ml,htte.t Dation iD all the world. But we do Dot iDtend to ••• that might to bury anyone. ADd we want all to bow and read WI loud alld cl.ar: we do !SOt intend to be buried - either. 

"In A.ia we fac. aD ambltioWl ad a" ..... lve Cb1na but we have the wUI &Dd we have the stre!lfth to help our A.i&D friends re.tet that ambition. II 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO THE AMElUCANS IN VIET-NAM 
December :&3. 1964 

"You who carry freedom'. baDner in Viet..Nam are e!lfaged iD a war that t. _declared _. yet traatcaUy real. It t. a war of terror where the al,re .. or move. hi. the •• eret .haelow. of the al,hts. Murder &Dd kinapiDI aDd deeeptlOll are hi. toot.. Sabver.toa and eoaquest are hls ,o~ls. It i. a war waled with poUtical •• octal. eeoaomlc &Dd psycholo,ical weapoo. as well as pD. aDd bombs. Thu. every America tD Vtet-Nam. whether soldier emba •• y secretary, or AID olllctaL whetber in the junlle. iD the mountatna or til the cltie.. Ie on the tront­lines of this stru,rle. 

"Those of you who are helpinl the Vietname •• people to defend them.elve. agahls thb insidious warfare may .erve iD place. with names that riDl .trange to American e.re: Loot Khot. Kien Tuoni. Binh Gia. But your .acritic •• are kJlown and hcmored iD Americ&D toWDS ud elties more lamiliar to you.. for you are m.eting your couatry'. commitment to a world of ju.tlce ... 
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ANNUAL MESSAGE TO CONGR.ESS ON THE STATE OF THE t1NION 
JaDuaa 4. 1965 

"In Asia. commwlism wears a mo .. e a,s:ressive race. We see 
that in Vietnam. Why are we there? 

"We are there. first. beeau •• a friendly nation has asked u. for 
belp asain.t Commwllst asgresston. Ten yoJ'S a,o 0"1' President 
pledged our help. Three Presidents have aupported that pledge. We will 
not break it DOW. 

"Second our owu security is tied to the peace in Asia. Twice 
in one generation we have had to light &gUIlSt al.re .. fOll bl th. Far Eut. 
To ipore a"re .. iOll I!lOW would ODly mCl'ease the daDser ot a much 
larger war. " 

SPECIAL MESSAGE TO THE CONGR.ESS ON THE STATE OF THE 
NA TION'S DEFENSES 

. 1"nuary 18, 1965 

"Four years ago. President 101m F. KeJUledy stated to the 
Congress aDd the world 'The primary pul'pOse or ou .. anns ts peace, 
Dot war.' That Is still their purpos.. W. are armed. Dot EoI' conquest 
but to insure our own security snd to encourage the settlement of 
international dlffel'ences by peaceful pl'oee.aes. " . 

NEWS CONFERENCE 
April 1. 1965 

"We have a commitment to the people oE South Vietnam. That 
eommltm .. t is not only the result of the commitment Pl'e.tdent Ela ... 
hower made ••• but that the Conll'ess or the Valted State •• - the Senate -­
made in its vote of· 82 -1 in appl'oviD, the9!:A TO beaty which pl'ovided 
that in erCect when aDy natioa wa. attacked aad a.ked Cor OUI' help, any 
sipatori •• of that treaty would .. ecelve that help. So we :ba"e that 
commitment; if we ignore that treaty. ",e might &I well teal' up an the 
treatle. we are party to. " 

COPY LBJ LHiRA'Ii.Y 
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ADDRESS AT JOHNS HOPKINS UNIV.l!!llSITY 
April 7. 1965 

"The world as it is in Asia Is not a serene or peaceful place. " 

"The !1r.t reality ta that North Viet-Nun haa attacked the inde~ 
pendent nationt of South Vlet.Nam. Iu object i. total ClOI1que.t •. 

"Of court. some of the people of South Vlet.Nam are partict~ 
pating in attack on their 0WIl ,ovemm.eot. But truaed men and .upplies 
orders ud arm. now ia a constut .tream from aortb to to\1th. 

"This .upport b the heartbeat of the war ••• " 

"Over this war -- aDd all A.la -_ ts uothel" rwity: the 
deepening shadow of Communist Chi... The 1'\11er. in Harloi are urged 
OD by Peking. This is a regime which haa de.troyed freedom in Tibet. 
which haa attacked Iadia and haa been eoademned 1ty the Vatted Nations 
for aggression in Kore.. It is a natlOll which ts Jutlpba,' the forcea of 
violence in almo.t .very ClOIltbumt. The eOlltest in vtet.Nam ta part of 
a wider pattern of a,gre .. ive purpo •••• 

"Why are the.e r.aUtie. 0111' cOllc.rn? Why are ... e in South 
Viet-Nam? 

"We are th.re because we have a promtae to k.ep. Since 1954 
every American Pre.ident has offered support to the people of South 
Vietnam. We have helped to .Ud and we have helped to defend. Thus. 
over muy years, ..... have made a natlcmal pledge to belp Soutb Vi.t-Nam 
d.f.nd Its Independence. 

"And I intend to keep thet promis •• 

"To dbbonor that pledae. to abandOl1 this emaIl and brave nation 
to it. enemies. ud to the terror that RlWIt follow. WOIlld be u unfor­
givable wrong. 

"We are a1.0 there to strenp __ 1'101 order. Around the globe. 
from Berlin to Tbailud. are people whoee weU-bem, resta. in part. on 
the beliof that they cu eOUllt OIl ua if they are attack.d. To leave Viet­
nam to lte rate would shak. the confidence of all th •• e people in the value 
of an Amerieu commitment _d 1n the value of Am.rica'. word. Tho 
result would be mcreased UIlrest ud inatability. and even wi'er war ••• " 

COpy LBJ LH1R,\"li,v 



"There are tho •• who woader why _ have a re.ponsibility 
there. Well. we have it there for the same reasoa that we have a 
responsibility (or the deleD.e of Europe. World War n was tought In 
both Europe and Asia. and when it eadad we found ounelves with 
continued responsibility £01' the defen.e of freedom. It 

NEWS CONFERENCE 
April Z7, 1965 

"Deleat tn South Vietnam would deliver a friendly nation to 
terror and repression. It would enCGUr&,e and 8p1I1' on tho.e who .eek 
to conquer all tr.e Ilation. that are within their reach. 

"Our own welfare, our own Ir.edom. would be in great danger. 
This is the clearest le,.on of our time. J'rom Munich WltU today we 
have leamed that to yield to .ggre .. tOD. b'l'blg. only (reater threat. 
and brillls nell more de.tructive _1' •.• 

"Wherever we have atood linn •• "Te,siOll ha. been halted, 
peace has been re.tored, and liberty haa 1Nt_ maintained. Thi. wae 
true Wlder Pre.ident Truman. UDdsr Prs.ideat Ei.enhower, UDder 
President KeWledy. and it will be true again in Southeaat Allia. II 

NEWS CONFERENCE 
April Z7, tl16 5 

"Our enemies would have you belleve that we are (ollowing 
polleie, that are ill.advi.ed, but we are fonowin. the .ame policie, 
in Allia that we loll owed In Europe. that we followed in 'lUrkey and Greece 
and Iran. We are reatatIng al,r.,aton, and aa lOBI aa the &1,1'.'80108 

attack. we will .tay there and re.1et them _. whether we make Iriead, 
or lo.e friead .... 

I 

I 
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SPECIAL MESSAGE TO THE CONGRESS REQUESTING ADDITIONAL 
APPROPRIA TIONS FOR MILITABY NEEDS IN VIET.NAM 

May., 1965 

"Now, bl Vlet.Nam. we purINe the .ame principle which hal 
'ntu.ed American actlO1l in the Far Eut for a quarter of a century. 

"There are tho.e who a.le why thi, re.pol!UJibUlty .bould be out's. 
Tbe an.wer 1. simple. There 1. no OIle ".e who can do the job. Our 
power i. e .. ential. in the final te.t If the .anoaa of A.ia are to be 
.ecure from expandlaa comtnunlem. TIm. when :mdia wa. attacked, it 
looked to u. for help. and we cave it gladly. We beltev. that A.ia .hould 
be directed by A.lu.. But that mean. each Aaian people mu.t have the 
l'ight to find it. own way, Dot that OIle ,roup or Datin .hould overrun aU 
the othen. 

"Make no mi.take about it. The aim lD Viet. Nun I. not .imply 
the conque.t of the South. tra,ic a. that WG\\ld be. It I, to .how that 
American eornmitme1lt i. wonbl.... Caee that i. dOAe, the ,ato. are 
down ud the road i. open to expan.t_ IIDd eadle •• coaque.t. That i. 
why Communiet Chtaa oppo.e. di.cu .. toaa. a ... thouah .ach dl.cu .. lon. 
are cloarly in the intere.t ot North Viet-Nun. 

"Moreover. we are directly committed to the detena. of South 
Vtet.Nam. In 1954 we .iped the Southea.t Asia Collective Defente 
Treaty. That treaty committed u. to act to moet allr ••• lon agalD.t 
South Vlet .. Nam. Tho United Statee Seato rattfied that treaty and that 
obU,ation by a vote of 82. L 

"Le •• than a year ago the COAlre •• by an almo.t unanlmou. 
vote .aid that th. United State. wa. ready to take all aece •• ary .tep. 
ta meet it. obli,ation. _del' that Treaty. 

"That r •• oluUOIl of the Concre •• 4!Xp1' •••• d eupport for the 
policl •• of the AdmlnletratioD to h.lp thepeopl. of South Vlet.Nun 
aaabllt attack -_ a pollcy .. tabli.hed by two pl'evloaa Pre.td_t •• 

"Thu. w. cannot. and will Dot. withdraw or be def.ated. The 
.takes ar. too high. the eomrnltm"t too deep. the 1 ••• 011. of history too 
pl~. . 

"At avery tI11'1ling point III the la.t thirty years, thore have been 
tho •• who opposed a firm atand agaln.t al,r ••• lon. They have alway. 
been wrong. And when we h.eded th.ir crio., whon we gave in. the 
conaequenc. has been more blood.hed and wider war. 

----.~------------------____rr-------------___r______;_---·---------
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"We will DOt repeat that miatak.. Nor will we heed tho .. who 
urge ue to .ee our ,reat power in a reck1 •• e or caaual Jnllllller. We 
have no deeire to expand the eODllict. We will do what _.t be done. 
And we will do only what muet be doll .. It 

NEWS CONFER.ENCE 
July U 1965 

"But we muat DOt let thie maak tha cenbal tact that thie 18 really 
war. It ia guided by North Vi.mam. aDd it ia *P'\rred by Communist 
China. It. ,oal I. to conquer the South. to deteat Ameriee power and to 
extend the A.iatie domillion of commwdsm. 

"There are great etake. ill the baleee. 

"Moet of the IlOIl.Commwlbt _tlon. of Allia ClaDllot. by them_ 
•• lv .. ed alone. reeiet the ,rowbiC mi,ht eel the ,raspill, ambitton of 
A,ilie eommwdam. 0.1' power" therafore. 1. a very vital .hield. If 
we are driVflft from the ttetd in Viemam.. theB ftC) nation can ever again 
have the same cODfidence in AmerieaD proml.e or in American protec­
tion. 

"In eaeh land the foree. of illdepeadenee ~ld be eon.iderably 
weakeaed and an Aeia so threatened by Communiet domination would 
certainly imperil the security of the Ualted Stat .. itsolf. II 

REMARKS TO THE DELEGATES TO THE AI3 .CIO CONVENTION 
December 9. 1965 

"I !mow it ie eaid by a fOW! 'But Vietnam ia flifler_t. Our 
.take i. dU'fer_t. Our ftako thereharily juetlfia. one boy's life. • 
Wen. Vietnam Is dlffeJ'ont. The algre .. or baa eho.en a differant 
torraill, a different poople. and a «IUfareat 1d.nd of wall' to eatt.ty hie 
appetite. But hie goal Is the eame •• eomeone el •• '. freedom. 

"To deteniChat freedom - to parmit ita l'OOts to deepen and 
grow Without fear of external .uppre.ai01l -- ie our purpose in South 
Vietnam. Unchecked aggre .. ioD against frllle and helplee. plilople would 
be a very grave threat to our own fre.dom here in America and would 
be an offenee to our own conscienee ... 
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ElEMARKS TO THE MEMBEElS OF THE BUSINESS COUNCIL 
D.cember 2. 1965 

"No eme ot ue -- 'busine.smu. laboriDpruut, Government employe. -­
can ever Corget that what Am_deaD llsbtlla, men are doing in Vietnam may 
very well determine the shape and loftll of your tGture __ and ol our Nation'. 
Cuture. 

"Here at bome we have built .tl'eftjIth uuI prolperity. In Vietnam 
the Am.rican soldi.r ie exerifng that .tt.nlth. end using that pro8perity. 
to construct a dul'llble road to p.ace in the world ... 

>VJJorden/11 /28/67 
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