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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON -

Sunday, November 26, 1967
MEMORANDUM FCR THE PRESIDENT

C. Roberts called me earlier in the evening
about this item. On an off-the-record basis
I 414 everything I could to turn him away from

it. Specifically, I said that we by no means %l

believe we were yet ocut of the woods in the
Middle East; we had no response or offer to
discuss ABM's and ICBM's; and there was no
evidence that the Soviets were actively helping
in Vietnam.' . ‘
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LETTER ' )

NEW YORK, NOV, 2§ (REUTERS) == NEWSHEEK MAGAZINE REPCRTED TONIGH

THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON RECENTLY RECEIVED A: SECRET CONCILIATORY
LETTER FROY SOVIET PREMIER ALEXEI KOSYGIN, AND THTS

ENCOURAGED JOHNSGN To SEEK A U.S.-SOVIET SUMMIT MEETING

NEXT SPRINC. ' o S :

THE MAGAZINE SAID THE LETTER EXPRESSED ALARM OQER THE STATE OF

SOVIET~AMERICAN RELATIONS AND INDICATED A DESIRE TO IMPROVE THEM,
~_(THE REPORT COULD NOT IMMEDIATELY BE CONFIRMED., THE

PRESIDENT TOGETHER WITH WHITE Housk OFFICIALS TONIGHT WAS EN

ROUTE BACK ToO WASHINGTON AFTER SPENDING THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

. ON HIS TEXAS RANCH).

NEYSWEEX SAID JOMNSON PARTICULARLY WANTED A MEETING WITH
COMMUNIST PARTY CHIEF LEONID BREZHNEV "WHO IS NOW RECKCNED
TO BE THE FIRST aloNG EQUALS IN THE SOVIET HIERARCHMY.™
(MORE) BH/MJL 6: 52p T

FIRST ADD NEW YORK LETTER X X X HIERARCHY.™ '

THE MAGAZINE REPORT SAID XOSYGIN IN DISCUSSING THKE . :
NIDDLE EAST IN HIS LETTER "REFRAINED FROM THE USUAL SOVIET
PRACTICE OF REFERRING TO ISRAEL AS aN 'AGGRESSOR® AND

- DID NOT BOTHER TO RAISE THE LONG-STANDING SQVIET DEMAND

THAT ISRAEL PaY REPARATIONS TO THE ARABS, :

"HORE SIGNIFICANT YET, THE SCVIET PRENIER CNDORSED OHE OF %,
JOHNEON"S MAJGR PROPOSALS FOR BRINGING PEACE TO THE MIDDLE
EAST~-AN AGREEHENT BY THE SUPERPGWERS TO LINIT THE

- SHIPMENT OF ARMS TO THFIR ALLIES IN THE REGION?" THE REPORT

SAIDo : ’
NEWSWEEK DID NOT IDICATE WMAT OTHER TOPICS IF aNY ¥ERE
TOUCHED ON IN THE REPORTED LETTER. A L

HOYEVER, IT COMMENTED "A SUMMIT TALX, BESIDES CLEARING
THE INTERRATIGNAL AIR, WOULD LARGELY BENEFIT L3J IN &N ELZCTION

- YEAR,”

(MORE) BH/MJL G2 58P

SECOND ADD NEW YGRX LETTER X X X YEARS."” - R

THE MAGAZINE CONTINUZD "THE PRESIDENT®S POPULARITY ROSE
UARKEDLY AFTER HIS GLASSBORO TALXS WITH KOSYGIN LAST SUKMER,
SCVIEZT DIPLOMATS 1IN WASHINGTON SaY THEY'RE IN - '
FAVOUR OF 4 JOHNSON-BREZHNEV SUMHMIT. THEY HOLD THAT WO
PROUINENT S0P (REPUBLICAN) PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE WILL BE
ABLI TO DO HORE TMAN LBJ TC END THE VIETNAY WaR.,

"IN FACT MOST REPUBLICANS, THE SOVIET ARGUE, MAY WELL

-ADVOCQ?E ESCaLATION, THEREFORE, MANY PCLITICAL ANALYSTS

MAINTAIN, THE SOVIETS WOULD PREFER TO SEE LBJ REHAINVIN THE

" WHITE HOUSE."

THE MAGAZINE NOTED THAT "oONeCE BEFORE, SOVIET LEADERS HAVE
PLAYED U.S. DOMESTIC POLICIES-~IN 1965 KHRUSHCHEV .
ALLOWED HIS TIMING QF U-2 PILOT FRANCIS GARY POWER'S )
RELEASE TO BENEFIT JOHN F. HENNEDY.™ : Lo
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