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MEMORANDU;v. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

ACTION 

Monday, January 15, 1968 
5:45 p. m. 

SUBJECT: Misgivings about Vietnam felt by VIP group 

In early December a meeting of a distinguished group of 22 American 
citizens was called by the Carnegie Endowment for Inter;p.ational Peace. 
The purpose was to discuss our Vietnam policy. The me'eting was chaired 
by the President of the Carnegie Endowment, Joe.Johnson, and included 
Harding Ba:lcroft of the New York Times, and John. Cowles,] Hedley:Donovan, 
Rich::.rd Neustac;lt, Gen. Matthew.. Ri9-g",aYi.'B.9ge:r:JcJil?rl1;"1'l,!, etc. (A list of 
those attending is attached.) 

As a follow-through to the meeting, three. members of the group" Joe Johnson, 
Charles Yost, and Ernest Gross, called on:Secretarv.Rusk and had a lengthy;' 
meeting witll' two members of my' staff. The purpose of these' meetings was 
to pave the way for presentation of the group's conclusions to you. 

Joe Johnson has written to you transmitting a memorandum setting forth 
the "substantial consensus" of the group's views on Vietnam. He·asks·to 

,':see' you to:J",cake::_a 'P_e'l"sonal report, a~d .. ansY"er .any 'ques~on~'-you ,.~ay hav~*~ 

In brief, the group felt that Hanoi is not likely' to agree to negotiations in 
the near future, and that a "precipitant or dishonorable" US withdrawal 
"would be disastrous." The group felt that the United States should avoid 
any ground probes into Laos or Cambodia but should work to strengthen 
ICC activities along the Cambodian frontier. The group also felt that any 
widening of the war would alienate friendly world opinion and endanger 
domestic support for the US effort in Vietnam. 

Specifically, the group made .fOj.lr·l·",.<::orErneI:ldatipp.s: 

1. In the 'Bou't::n.",we,,"should- "make eve-ry".'e£foi~t t.C)'· ";t;e-duce 'the~-level of 
.. military cou:.;lict •.. Our emphasis should be on "clear-and-hold" operations, 
rather than "search-and-destroy" efforts. 

2. We should 'stop-the bombing of North'Vietnam· .. ·.This should not be 
contingent upon any comparable action by the enemy, nor should we expect 
that it would lead to early negotiations. 

3. We'snould'pre'ss:the South Vi6tnamese"Government to as-fiume gr·eater.: 
responsibility for both the defense and pacification 'ofthe country ·an,.d should 
make continj.led·aid.to.SQuth V~etnam contin:gentllp(;n :prOgre sJF::::':.:;:::.:? 
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4. Vve ;3hculd acce~)t the ~Ja~cional Lib..:.n~,-;.t:i.o:i.1. Front as an 0:::';&':.:1.iZ80 

factor in the pDlitical life of So~th Viclnarn alld should recQg:::"'~ize that the 
l·isk of trying to deal "nth 'the Nz:.:io::.::c.l Libe:':::"don Front pol~tically is less 
tha:.1. ·the attc;::r1})t to ,destr.oy it, Qi', oxclti.cie it 'oy force. 

In sum, the group believes that \ve should m'oder:::.ta the level.of 
hostilities without regard to the prospect" lor, negotiations, They believe 
that such a posture' on our part reduces the risk of a broadeJ." war and 
makes it easier to maintain domestic support for an indefinite US involve­
ment in Vietnam. You are familiar with this pattern of thought. 

You should also know: 

-- I had along telephone conversation with Joe Johnson. It turned 
out that a good deal of the mood of the group was generated by fear that 
we were about to go pouring into Cambodia and Laos. When I explained 
the dangers involved in a bombing halt, he said that it would be good if I 
talked to the group about this matter. (In iact;"I am"E;1lo:e",theiO:'views on 

. bombing have been generated_ hy Adam yaru101ir .. skY:I George Kistiako~Nsky, 
"and Rocer Hils man. ')'~ 

Q .- " .. -. 

-- Joe Johnso:::l called-,.rne tOday't0 saY",that:':-Jqe ,Kraft has hold of ,a copy·' 
of their rnt;;;'-l'10~ ... -" 

Their g:::-oat objec".;ive~·' of cou:r:se, is to see you. 'Although there are some 
quite important people in the group (Banel"oft, Cowles, Donovan, Ridgway), 

. I ~e,c':'~~.:.1tne:r~d against your rne.eting \:I";-ith i;l".l',:;nn~ Sec=~tar_y R"L"!.sk'tak~ .. s the 
same "',(~e\,';r .. , I-I,o is \mll~ng,~~O' _see _.them again; and I _hz..v.e 'al1:ea.·dy:'i_llCic?-~ed 
that, subj ect to, finding an appr()priate tim,e, I would see them" 

President will see them ----

Sec. Rusk will see them ---

W, Vi, Rostow will see them ___ _ 

No one ___ _ 

See me ___ _ 

,/' 
,O~~ 

(J?aJW'Rostow 

--~-.. --~--~--------..,.,.t' ,~---' 
I 
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CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE 

Harding F. Bancroft 
The New York Times 

Lincoln Bloomfield 

Panel Discussion on Vietnam 
1-3 December 1967 

List of Participants 

Center for International Studies, M.l. T. 

Charles G. Bolte 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

John Cowles 
The Minneapolis Star and Tribune 

Hedley Donovan 
Time, Inc. 

Daniel Ellsberg 
The RAND Corporation 

Miss Frances FitzGerald 
author of recent articles on Vietnam in Atlantic 

Ernest A. Gross 
Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt and MosIe 

Roger HUsman 
School of International Affairs, Columbia University 

Joseph E. Johnson 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace' 

Milton Katz 
Harvard Law School 

George Kistiakowsky 
Department of Chemistry, Harvard University 

Franklin A. Lindsay 
Itek Corporation 
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Richard Neustadt 

JolIn F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University 

Ithiel de Sola Pool 

Center for International Studies, M.l. T. 

Matthew B. Ridgway 
General, U.S. Army, retired 

Marshall D. Shulman 
Russian Institute, Columbia University 

Donald B. Straus 
American Arbitration Association 

Kenneth W. Thompson 
The Rockefeller Foundation 

James C. Thomson 

Department of History, Harvard University 

Stephen J. Wright 
United Negro College Fund 

Adam Yarmolinsky 
Harvard Law School 

Charles Yost 
Council on Foreign Relations 

Kenneth Young 
A sia Society 

Staff: 

Mrs. Martha Sue Tharp 
Robert C. Richter 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
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21 December 1967 

Mr. President: -

The attached brief memorandum on Vietnam reflects the substantial 
consensus of a group of private United States citizens who met recently 
at my invitation to look at the implicatio;1s of the present situation in 
Vietnam and to consider possible future courses of action. This two-day 
meeting was convened by me as president of the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, with the approval of the Endowment's Trustees. 
The Endowment's basic mandate is, in the words of Andrew Carnegie, 
"to hasten the abolition of international war. " 

I submit this memorandum as a private citizen who has been 
continuously cO;1cerned on a professioMl basis since before World 
War II with the role of the United States in world affairs. and particularly 
with its role as a leader in the search for a just and lasting peace. As 
a citizen and as an historian, I am also deeply concerned that the 
quality of American life reflect our highest national values. -

On Monday, 18 December, I met by appointment with Secretary 
Rusk; I was accompanied by two other members of the group, Messrs. 
Ernest A. Gross and Charles W-. Yost. After we had explained to him 
the origin of the meeting and handed him a copy of the attached list of -
the partiCipants, we had a franl< and illuminating discussion with him 
about the memorandum. The Secretary thought it would be helpful if 
I clarified in writing certain of the premises On which the document is 
based, premises that had been o:nitted from the- memorandum in the 
interest of brevity. 

First, there was a clear recognition by those present at the meeting 
that HanOi continues to be unyielding in its objectives and shows no willingness 
to change its policies. The grou? recognized that this meant that there is 
little or 110 likelihood that a United States strategy along the lines urged 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 
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in the memorandum would lead to effective negotiations in the near 
future. The feeling was strong that the strategy proposed would be 
conducive to the advancement of United States interests, whatever 
Hanoi's stand might be; this is the significance of the sentence: 
"United States policy should not be dependent on Hanoi's decisio:J.s." 

Secoud, there was virtually unanimous support among those present 
for the view that the United States must accept a long-term involvement 
in South Vietnam, and that precipitate or dishonorable withdrawal would 
be disastrous. This, in fact, underlies and is embodied in the proposals 
made- in the attached memorandum. 

Third, with respect to the recommendatiou that the United States 
should not engage in ground probes into Laos and Cambodia, Messrs. 
Gross, Yost and I--and I believe most of the other participants--would 
support pressures upon all parties to the Laos Declaration and Protocol 
of 1962 to fulfill their contractual obligations under that agreement, and 
also endorse efforts to strengthen the International Control Commission 
along the Cambodian frontier. 

Although the group did not have an opportunity to consider thoroughly 
and reach a conclusion about the possible role of the United Nations, I 
and other participants in the meeting, including notably Mr. Gross, 
believe that, should the United States cease strategic bombing of North 
Vietnam, the United States can engage the respons:ibilities of the Members 
of the United Nations and enlist their support in br:inging about a satis­
factory end to the strife in Vietnam. A suggestion as to how this might 
be accomplished was spelled out orally to lVrr. Rusk. 

Following our meeting with Secretary Rusk, WJ8ssrs. -Gross, Yost 
and I had an appointment With Mr. Walt W. Rostow. Finding at the last 
minure, however, that he would be unable to see us, he asked Messrs. 
Leonhart and Wright of his staff to receive us, and we gave _them a full 
account of the meeting and of our talk with Mr. Rusk. 

This letter and the enclosed memorandum are offered in a spirit 
of appreciation for your untiring efforts toward peace, -and of the 
consciousness of iny responsibility to try, as you expressed it ill your 
recent speech in }fuami, "to be constructive in word and constructive 
in deed." I should welcome an opportunity, both for myself and 011 
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behalf of the deeply concerned groap of citizens who attended our 
meeting, to report perso,1ally to you on the meeting and answer 
questions you may have. 

Faithfully yours, 

---//1 --I .. -/}/L.:;..j £, V>-~--

Joseph E. J oMson 

cc: The Honorable Dean Rusk 

"~} '~ 
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