Friday, Fobruary 9, 1968 :
/e

MEMQORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Contioning review of prisoner interrogation reporis and
captured documents still anpport the eriginel evideunce that the VC/NVA
had beent led te expact the support of the populace in the recent uprising
and that this failed to materialise. There is cvidancs to suppert the fact
that im some areas the local peopie are providing food and shalter to the
soldiers (whathar from fear of reprisal or from bellef in the cause is

anknown).

Evidence countinues to suppert the fact that withdraswal plans
had not besn prepared, that many VC/NVA wers unfamilisy with the terrain
ia which they wers fghting {perhaps iadicating a stepping-up in the planning
E-:%E&Eguuguu eparation), and that the troops
had been ordered to 'hold at all costs.’

In addition, we are accumulating materizl to answer the question
"What did the VC/NVA expect in the way of replacing the SVN Govermment 7"
On Jansaxry 30, 1964, 80 Viet Comg political cadres were captured
aﬂggﬁggg They had besn organisad into

& proviacial government cadre group and incinded smong their number the
individual designated to be the Province Chief.

A prisener capiured ia Chau Dac statad that the assanlt force
which hit Chas Doc included ten party members who wers to constituts the
city front which was to organize a provisional government.




Priscnsrs captured in Bien Hoa stated that they had come to
receive the Province. They had been told that the "Americans ' had
negotiated with the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam
for the establishinent of a coalition govermmant. They had no knowledge
of efforts to organise an "Alllance for Peace and Democracy™ as a
coalition movernent to negotiate with the Natiomal Front for the Liberation
of South Vietnam.

On Jamuary 30, 1968, a Raiio Liberation broadcast claimed the

h ~ formation of an organisation called tha "Alllance of Naticnal and Peaceful

Forcea" (supposedly comprising representstives of all major economic,
political, and religious groups in South Vietnara) which was calling for both
withdrawal of US forces from the country amd neg giﬁ?ﬁnﬂl
Front for the liberation of South Vietnam in order to restore ''peace,
soversigaty, and independence' to South Vistnam. Oau.-gr 1968,
Radio Liberation sanounced that in Hue the "Pusceful and Democratic
Natiomal Alliance Front" was making similar appeals to the people. B alse
announced that the Viet Cong were in contrel in Saigon and seiting up a
“rovolutionary administration' supported by the masses, thousasds of militia,
and many puppet troops.

According to two Viet Cong high ranking cadres who were caplured
and interrogated by Salgon pelice, the Viet Cong plan to organise a "Coalition
Front of Peopls for Psace' to negotiate for peacs. This new I'ront plans to
substitute Genaral Duoag Van Minh for Thiou and Ky as National Leader of
South Vietmam. The Front will then contact tap US officials to discuss a cesse
fire and a coailition governmaent,

In Nha Trang, two prisoners claimed knowladge of similar Fronts.
One, the Assistant Secretary of the Nha Trang Municipal Commities and a
Candidate~ Msmber of the Khank Hoa Province Conmumittes stuted that he firat
hward of the "Alllance for Pesce and Demorracy' at a Committes Meoting in
early Dscember 1967. He cisimed that "Alllance for Peace and Damocracy*
was not the namas of the Front; it was what the Front was. A name would be |
chosen later, The aocond prisonsr stated that he thought the National liberation ,ﬁ
Front had formed an organisation called "Alliance of the People's Forces for |
Democracy and Peace! which was to gather encugh popular support to forcs the
preasnt goverament in South Vietnamomit of power and put in power a new
government which would then accept a coalition govermmant.
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