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Tuesday, February 6, 1968

3:10 p.m.
My, President:
Thls interview between Wasty,
Bunksr, and Thien will iuterest you.
21:7 seem to he taking just the right
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), Genersl Westmoreland asd Ispent about an hevr and a

quacter with President Thiew afternoan February 6, Thieu

opened the con Y:rsell;an by calling attention & Vice Presi

dent Kys TV address last night isforming people abokt

the Task Forre end its purposes, Thien noted that this

propram was rﬁovmg =head 2ad that Ky was in fect visiting
today

I Carps/with Komer,

L Istressedto Thiew how important it was to Keep the peo-

'Ple. nformed about the GUN's effiorts, leseemed 45 me that

this was the psycholopical momeni to galvenize the population

tnd to develep thewr support forthe GUN and their opposition.

to :&eb:‘het Cong. Turged-that Thiew lnaka -Frcqlreut' brief
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appeersaces on redio end TV to tell the people what is

going on and 1o seck Hheir suppart. . i.said-th«i:l had mway
reports, nst pnly from Seiges: M{:'#sa from the provisices,
that the peaple wers ongry end resentfil ot the Viet Cong
treachery on Tet, end I'I:Hnugh;; he slwiild capitalize speedily
on this mood, Lsaid thaet we wanted to help and participate
in this effort 1n any wey that he thousht useful, Zlell with
him a detailed memsrandum of sugsestions v .s-aﬂo informa-
tion activities.

3, I1suggestedto Thieu thet other czbinet mpmbers, espec-
1atly those supervising specific emergency activities ~- such.
as public health, cefugees, wellare, pablic works -- alss
speek tothe pecple about their programs and inientions, |
Moreover, other nstables in Vietmmese life should be in-
volved in all of these activities and should be encouraged to
stinulate eflorts by the population, lcited as sa example the
m&:’ﬂ"‘ of laber Sapport, . ohefvmg‘im:cm been
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imyressed thet the warling popuiztion even in the poorese
sectioas had not risen to Support the VC. ILsaid that1
understaod they wented 4o help and were capable of con.

tributing & the common eifort, Inpted Some concern

amang such non-govemment eiements thet the government
| was trying to rmpbilize and contret wil the efforts and toke,

all the credit as well,

4. Thiey seid this wes notthe case. He said that one of

his cmr.e.ms was to assure Hhat emergency supplies and

proerams got to the rightpeople and was npt fttered away

through tov many hands 1avpived in the &1,  He seid he world
assure dhetthe present meqns were properiy used. Thiey
went on o say that hie planned to make an »ddvessto-the

Joint Session of both Houses of tha Assambly on Friday,

Februsry 9. He noted that there had been critical questions
in the Ugper Hpuse icday, pﬁrﬁ’mhﬂv questiomng why the Gov-
ernmﬂ:}nt did not know sbout the VC %agﬁgﬁu. and take
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preventive measures. Thieu said-the ansver was thas they
Knew the YC cepebility but net the exact timung of such
ttacks, He 2lso remarked that identifying the VC groups
was aext to impossible as they came :‘ﬁ dressed as caviliens
mingling with the rest of the people celebrating Tet, Thiey
went on to say that he plonned to ask the Assembly to con-
firm the emergency meesures taken so $ar by the GVN and
to empower the Governmentip do whatever s necessary,

He said he woiid warn the Assembly that other rneasures
may be neeckd to deal ivith the situation,

5. 11 connection with the detailed remorandum of sugsested
information actvities that the Government might pursye, L
suggested that they make particularly energetic efforts
toward theforeign press in orderto try to correct the

mieay ineccuracies being repprted. 1supgested specificaily -
thet informetion Dir. Gen. Linh might ymake hunserf svarlable

tnre~half hour each day to the 'Faretgu press as this would psy
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off reel dividends in the U.S. and eisewhere.
6. In coonection with additionsl messures by the GVN.

Westmorelend took up the qﬁes&m of rnobilizztion, He s

said thet ARVN had performed extremely well during the

VC sitacks, that all the division commandeys had dene

wcll, and the Corps Commaaders hed also performed

creditzbly, butnow ARVN faced the problem of rebailding,

as its losses were high erd many officers had been essassi-

nated, Westmorelard said it wés mecessary 4p start drafi.

—— ————— ——

ing [9 yeer olds prompily ard to move an tothe |8 yeer oids

feirty saon, to meetthe menpower needs, Thiea said he

-thought the Assembly would np longer insist onthe limits in-
dizated in its earlier discussion of the partial mobifization

——

decree. He personelly sew no problem in drafing the 19 yrer

olds ond the If year olds in arder to buiid up the RVNAF by the

65, 00D tequired. Westmorejand gave Thieu the letest static-

Hes on enemy KIA (21, 330), detwinees (4, nnamﬁ" weoapons
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captured (4, 432 individual and 796 crew~served)} as well ¢s
friendly KIA (I, 129).
1. I raised with Thieu the urgency of eréehdr‘n% the curdew
S that condittons cowld qet back 4 normal as repidly as
possible in‘the Seigon area, Thieu confirmed thet he had
approved the Tesk Force propesai to divide the city into
blue end red zones, and €o refax the curfew hours immed-
ittely inthe biue zones. Iadded ther Zhed re'furé.:‘ this
affevnorn trst rice and qasolinewere being disteibied widely

today,

l\‘
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