
Tue.day. February 6. 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

w. ha". 10_ throusb the accumulat.d. mat.rial. r •• alting 
from interrogation of pri.o_r. _d. docum.nta captur.d. wt ", •• k, 
and. .oupt the _.",.r. to three C[Il •• ti0D8: 

1. Did. the vel NV A troo,. expect the Vl.taam ••• popalac. 
to ri •• up and. .upport th.m in their attacb? 

Z. Dl4 the Ve/NVA have allY kaowa plau lor r.u_t or 
~thua~? -

3. What i. the VeINY A e.atuaUon a. to .ucce •• or failure 
of the campailll? 

In gen.ral, the .... ",.r. are ... follow.: 

1. Ye., they d.id. expect ... ia*-c. _d. upri.ing a •• vi_nc.d. 
by the fo11owiD, r •• po .... to interrolation. 

A priao_r captured. Oil January 31 in Chau Doc City .tated. 
that the attack was to create cond.itioaa ",hich woald. bring the U. S. 
GOYermnent to n.gotiate ia ord..r to proc •• d. with peace. The time 
w .. ripe for aa upriaiag. H •• aid. that the ve reali •• d that they w.r. 
committtng e".ryth!ag _d .very penOil they had. ia thia .. aalllt. 
It _a obvioue to all that the aaaaalt waa a "go for brok." matt.r. 
H. beltevea that few of the participaata expected succeaa. although 
moat of them hoped that th.y would succ.ed. 

Priso_ra captured in Nha Trllllg (n eorpe) .tate that they 
wer. told they could take Nha Tr_. becauee of the ve orguaisatton 
in the city. Th. NVA officers d.id Dot believe this but w.nt OD with 
the attack in ord.er to aupport the D&ttoa-~de effort and make .acc.aa 
poaatble el._h.re. 
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According to 0 •• of th ••• who w .. captu.d on the mOI'Dina 
of February 4. "The current gen.ral in.urrection campaign will 
extend lor the duration of the Winter-Spl'ing Campaign. Mally 
attack. will continue ~.cauae the order hal been given &JUi c_1lOt 
be counter_ded." He .tatecl that ''when the VC/NVA attacked 
Nha Tr_g. they expe~ed to be defeated; however. they beUeved 
la the I.Deral luureCtion campaign of South Vietnam. " 

Tlae E:uc_iveOflicer of the VC Zorae CommUt •• n. CHa Lai 
(Pleiku). who wa. cap&ued 011 J_uary 30. .lated thet the aim 
of the pre •• nt actioa i. to achieve the goal •• et forth in R •• olGi_ 13 
of the Lao DoDI Party~. that i •• luide people to .tl'ik. and 
.moutrate au to 1111erate all ar.... He al.o advi •• d that tlI.e 
pre.e" off.uive w ... ch.ciul.d to la.t .even clay. -0 wollllel .u 
OD February 5. 1961. 

Tbr •• pd.oaet. caphlrediD the Bleil Hoa ar.a .tated that 
they had beli.ved that !the populattOIl would a .. l.t iD aa uFt.ina 
alain.t the OVN aacll1. S. forc •• _el in th.ir opinion the anticipated 
.apport from the populatioll baa Dot b •• D forthcomiDg. 

Z. All evideDel. palat. to the cOlleluaioll that order. w.r. 
rec.iveel to ''hold at all coet •• " Prt-oMr. cap&ued on .JlUPIIery 30 
ia the attack 011 Pl.iIaa r.vealed that they had order. to ''take Pl.iku 
City 01' IlOt retull." Thre. Fi._.r. captured ill the Bl.1l Hoa 
area appar.atly weI'. IlOt Fovideel with withclrawal plau .lllc. th.r. 
wa. IlO qu.tioll abo_achi.vemeat of victory. Th. Fi.oaer •• aiel 
th.ir order. were to conti_ flahtllll uatil victory. (Lack of a 
withdrawal pl_ and unfamiliarity with the local terrala may accouat 
ia part for the lara. ell.my 10 ••••• ) 

F01lJ' prl.oaer~ captureel in the attack Oil Salaoll provideel the 
following: Caaualti •• were to be left behiDel. After Sailoll hael 
be.D occupied. there would b. a .pecial detachment to take eare of 
wouaded. Tbe Battalij)1l wa. IlOt to retreat. Tbe obj.ctive wa. to be 
h.lel iDeleflDitely. SupPU •• woulel be brouaht iD lat.r. Troope w.re 
ordereel to lipt tmtll Salloa _. tak.ll. A pri._.r who di.d of 
w_de OD F.bruary 1 revealed before hi. cleath that the major 
obJ.ctlv •• ill the attac~ 011 SaiIOIl w.re the Pre.ideatlal Palac •• the 
radio .tatiOIl. _d the T_ SoIl NIuJt Airbaa.. with orde ... to holcl 
at all colt.. with DO thoulht of retr.at. 
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ADoth.r pri.oaer (beli.ved to be a VC aen.ral aad curr.ntly 
UDd.rgoilll more int.nliv. interrolation) rev.al.d that the VC 
plaDDed to take ov.r Chau Doc Provillce at any co.t. If thi. 
faU.d, th.n t:a1d1ll over the Provinc. wa. to be compl.t.d before 
the end of the "Spring Fha •• ," that i., before the .nd of March 
1968. Thi. an cam. about becallle of an order from COSVN to 
Ill. the Tet period a. a ''uDiqu. opportUDity to make .acriftc •• of 
th.ir lh' •• for the ._vival of the fath.rland. to Th.r. wa. no plan 
of r.tr.at or withdrawal a. the VC w.r. convinc.d. of .ucc •••• 
Thi. w •• part of a g ... ral upri.llll throughout Soatb Vietnam, 
wblch would r.duc. the _ber of U. S. or GYM troopo which could. 
be •• nt tn .. r.inforc.m.nt.. Thu., if their fir.t attack on 
Chau Doc City faU.d., th.y plamaed to k •• p attacldlll .1UIt1l they 
adalowd. .acc •••• 

Appl'CPdmat.ly 100 VC pri •• aer. ca,,_ed.iIl the attack on 
the city of Raell GIa, Ki_ Oian, Provlae.. witll .. aveJr.I. al. 
beiDI betw •• a 15 and. 18 year •• r.veal.d. charial b •• rrolatioa that 
the .0Idi.r. w.r. Ilvea DO contll11ency pl_ and. w.re dlr.ct.d 
.imply to take the towa and. hold it UIltll a coalition love_m.at could. 
be form.d. 

3. Ther. i. littl. hard .ori~c. in the form of 1' •• ,. ... to 
tnt.rrolatioa or c.ptv.d docum.nt. which &i- fe.l for their 
•••••• meRt of •• cc ••• or fallur •• Howev.r, the followiDI doe. 
Ihow that piau did not prolr ••• a. anticipat.d. 

A pri.oaer capt_ed. in Cbau Doc City iadlcat:ed that hi. 
troop. had been told that the condiUolll w.re now right for _ 
upri.illl of the popa.latioa _41 that an ."r ••• lve .ad rapid ... ault 
would brinl the people to the .io of the VC &ad make .. _b .. 
the po.ition. of tl8 GVN &ad Am.rican clef.ncler.. Th. uprt.illl 
in fact did DOt take place d_tlll the attack and the pri.oaer .aid 
that it i. lik.ly that thi. lack of all-out popa.lar commitm.nt to the 
campaign i. having a bad effect on the moral. of the VC attack.re. 

A prl.oaer captur.d dartlll the attack on Nha Traal .tated 
that there would be a .ecoad attack on the city aad that the Special 
Forc •• H •• c1quart.re. the 6Zad A.rial 8ft~o .. &lid the airfl.ld. 

I . 

II 

1 



u , I 
would be .hened. ShelUq had b.en intended during the firat 
attack but the element in charge of trauportinl ammunition did 
DOt arrive Oil time. 
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