MoRosy, xe  , 1799
12 :00 noon

Mr. Preaident:

Herewith Bus Wheeler's first daily

report on Khe Sanh.
“Gravel munitions, ' in para. 7, are
the small anti-personnel mines developed
for the barrier.
W. W. Rostow

(CM-2968-68 5 Feb 68)
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. THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF : /

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2030}

. . CM-2968-68
. L 5 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

. Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area

o 1. - At the present time, the situation in the Khe Sanh area is quiet." N
" No enemy contacts have been reported in the area since the attack on.
Hill 861 ended yesterday at 6:25 PM EST, the deta1ls of which are .
desc r1bed in the succeeding paragraphs. .

c ‘2. At 3:00 PM EST yesterday, ‘the Khe Sanh combat base began
receiving heavy concentrations of enemy rocket, artillery and mortar
fire. Twenty minutes later a forceroffromr200-to-300mememyy sup- Rt
“ ported with rocket and mortar fwre launched a ground attack against ~ .
. the US Marine company position on Hill 861, three and one-half miles

" “northwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip. As the fighting grew in 1nten51ty,

“the di o.: @Hdeﬁﬁ?aiw munitions:. (elo tearx’ga*s) on.«.«j;he, I

4 20 PM BST a stall; group “f the enemy succeeded in penetrating the
defensive wire on the perimeter of the position, but the Marine defenders
held their positions and drove the enemy off. Approximately thirty

- minutes later the enemy resumed the assault on Hill 861 while contmumg
to dehver morta.r fn‘e on the Khe Sanh combat base. Apg&g}ﬁm&mﬁm
i -'Sanh-fvba.seaendg@aand@@.

,,_*é;l,j;be:. nitd;diminish in intensity. At 6:25 PM EST all actmn ha.d
ended and the Khe Sa.nh a1rstr115®w§§s open. In the attack on Hill 861, the
enemy:ildstrapproximatelyr1087Killed; eight of the dead were found inside

dthe perimeter and numerous enemy dead were hangmg from the barbed
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3. Yesterday, US Air Force B~ 52 _bpmbers»flew Ahigorties against

'_enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. This brmgs_ the total number

. -of B-52 sorties flown in that area smce
approkximately:

guwMarine: units:at KhaiSanh durmg th.
bunkers destroyed and three secondary explosmns. . Weather prevented

-..complete bomb damage assessment. . - L ‘ _. vt

"..mumtmns are avaﬂable and will be cons1dered for use’ at the appropnate :
'-Etlme. . ' : - _ R

B that grayvel

-seven miles.

798Q:tons:of. bomba del;ve.red b0 -the“enerny:

atrikes a total of £:426: secondadr}w .explosions:have béenobserved.:

il el

4. US tactical aircraft flew-21l6-strike sortigEinisupporttof Us
rast 24 hours* (79 US Air Force,
94 US Marine Corps, and 43 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of

the foregoing sorties included three structures destroyed, seven -

° %s@méedm EBL‘
6. No COFRAM was used durmg the perlod however, these

77.' General Weatmorela.nd told me this mornmg at 9 30 AM EST

8. The weather observation at 3:00 AM EST today in the Khe Sanh
area reflects cloudy conditions with v131brl1twata15mmllng§. The outlook
for the next 15 hours is cloudy withlow ceilings, poor v1a1b111ty, drlzzle )
and fog. F-romnlof,Q.Dﬁ_]?,M F_, toﬁda}n@unnl 7+ OQEANCI vitlem

b

qutlapk-is:- 1mgnqvmm“ o —but w1th higher ce111ngs and v131b111ty at

9. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: - .

a. During.the.next, @thQQ%WﬁshT%maﬁm

a ircraft.are.scheduled to bomb, six-tangetamesftHetDEMItaTized~Zdne .

Muu-—-w

. Four of the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh while two targets
are adjacent to the Dem111tarlzed Zone approxlma.tely 20 mlles
: northeast of Khe Sa.nh : S :
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b. For the period/ending 11:00 PM EST today, 156 tactical
sortieg.are.planned ip the.Khe Sanh area.rSome-192 additional.es
‘ £sorties.are. a.va.11able' on. ca.ll to ~augment the’ planned efforipm.
i Should thé ‘situation ¥ require it, additional sorties.up .

SRR theoretma.l total:0f 623.could. be diverted, The actual number "

Tat

which' “Could be employed depends upon the weather in the area and | , |
the ability to control the strikes, slnua: ' SR TCTALL, TR
asarrier KITTY HAWK has been: a.lg_;.ta.d. b m:gmd&:a.ddltlml.ﬁlgﬁﬁe_ o
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adg rrsuppori.when. requeatedmv o
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10 Enemy un1ts in contact are unknown at thm t1me but it is

.Le‘lxe..vad;that.mea%ﬁag%mapﬂs»utargamdmnm&lgmﬁﬁlmi&thm | YN
-~ 10lst-Regiment: sSanhg The exact. locat1on of other enemy umts '

s AR S

beIieved to be m the area is unknown. :

"f' EAéLEG WHEELER
' " Chairman

Joint Chiefs.of Stagf. "~~~ ., . .-






