
M"CIay. .·OD( • ''IV'' 
12:00 DOCIla ' 

Hen_til Sa WMe1ol". tlrn ally 
n]lOft - Khe SaaIa. 

Hanvel 1IIUIIitl_." 1Il,...a. 1. uo 
&be .man aad-pel' ..... l miM. Iilenloped 
tOl'tM burin. 

.... W.!to .... 

"l'eP .SIET 1II:tada ... 

(Cat-2961-61 S Fob 61) 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

W'hiII: Hoose GuideIinc:s, Feb. 24, 1983 
8f~. NARA. Date /-;:'flf!)- 9'~ 



.... THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

· Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area 

\ 

CM-2968-68 
5 February 1968 

1. At the present time, the situation ~n the Khe Sanh area is quiet. 
No enemy contact's have been reported in the area since the attack on -' 

· Hill 861 ended yesterday at 6:25 PM EST, the details of which are 
described in the succeeding paragraphs. 

2. At 3:00 PM EST yesterday, the Khe Sanh combat base began 
· receiving heavy concentrations of enemy rocket, artillery and mortar 
· fire. Twenty minutes later a ~qffS?f:'~W!!g~~YE!.:};Q;~IEYI sup­
ported with rocket and mo1tar ~re, launched a ground attack against 
the US Marine comp~ny position on Hill 861, three and one-half miles 
northwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip. As the fighting grew in intensity, :e tfi:'~"~~~_~!::t:1tfMr;~~lWX~~1~~!t:j;~l~~l~"!t~,~3f~:~l:.i£!1~4D • 
,'~:T..e .. ,::";~,~}'i;8. ,c;fz"~781;~f~t,m~~~~5?,llJ.",,,gs,~~,~~,\~_~ s .:;,8.~~~~ID.r~ At 

4:20 "PM EST a sma1f group of the enemy succeeded m penetratmg the 
defensive wire on the perimeter of the position, but the Marine defenders' 
held their positions and drove the enemy off. Approximately thirty ;. 
minutes later the enemy resumed the assault on Hill 861 while continuing 
to deliver mortar fire on the Khe Sanh combat base. A~pJi::&.~~t~?~ 

t1rif.lit~~~<:~~~~:~~~i~!~;~IJ.~~=~~ft~1~~~t~:~~~~';;~:~~ 
",. -',.,., .', ..... ~ ....... ~,,~ ,.~. ....,. "...,.'.,,' _ ' .. :<1;>".;;., '.~~'...;i' ... .-"'-I:... ... ,"~,: •• ;",~~'..;,~ •• ~i~<,.~ .... J...1."" 

ended and the Khe Sanh'airstrip was open. In the attack on Hill 861, the 
2B.~E1Y1Lt):(@i~l?X)?~~:!Et1:Jl,lyrj,:Q.a::1arre-a<. eight of the dead were found inside' 
the perimeter and numerous enemy dead were hanging from the barbed 

· wire on the perimeter of the Marine company position. lIl'.liLSI1M,ii41ime. 
,s.lf$ml::J:t:i:j);~ all from the company on Hill 861, were placed...~~ 
· JI: .. Ulecw1j;)iia'IT4"~.:omrd:@. Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a 

total o~§M;;'N\~fjJ!VniSl~];nr8l!alll.~~d.i ..... 
re.:f:iA*s$m;lj9rrlW...".,..nJmll4!1.!8·,ri!fW'i~i;i1i'ih1;~nrl"fWEJ,1.'!eumii:fgs~ 
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3. Yesterday, US Air Force,l3:::?,? .. :P9mbtlr'6'"t1e';;;'!:45:.';;;~tfu·~!;against 
enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. This brings the total number 
of B-S2 sorties flown in that area f1Jn:CSl::J,~:Jan:\ia.l:Y;:196:S::to:'S()6',::::Y;i:th 
·,appl;:o:ltima.t~ly,;.1?!~/1.&Q~.t.o~.~,:of.bOmQ.~,A~J~v:e::r.ed!(111··the"~nemi.;:LllL1:heiae 
,lttl<ll<;~~Lf-,., t.'?B,tcS\,&1~Q.::;,~iS ~':~~: ~i:i<,pJQ,§it9!!§~~lle' dleen,cobse'r.ved:;.;:[,j.1. 

4. US tactical airc raft.£lew·216ccs tr.ik<;t;~s:o.r1;'ie:g;::fii::s'\l.ppO~~o£:US 
,,'.,-- ....... ,' •. ".<>" .... , ............. , .. ' •••• 

~tMarin,~:units,\l:t),<;he~S.agh:during 'th~~B.a~;:.2,t.,49urs' (79 US Air Force, 
94 US Marine Corps, and 43 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 
the foregoing sorties inc~uded three structures destroyed, seven " 
bunkers destroyed and three secondary explosions •. Weather prevented·' 

. complete bomb damage assessment. 

6. No COFRAM was used during the period; however, these 
munitions are available and will be considered for use at the appropriate 

.. time. 

7. General Westmoreland told me this morning at 9:30 AM EST 
that<gT.av~1::;ID!f.W:Ji!a..~erse~~~wa:t!"i.fK:b'e 
~.ft..~~ • • 

8. The weather observation at 3:00 AM EST today in the Khe Sanh 
area reflects cloudy ~onditions ~i~~ .vJ,.~~_a.¥.~:r.ID1i1~ •. ~~e outlo.ok ; 
for the next 15 hours 1S cloudy w1th~w cellmgs, poor V1S1b1hty, drlzzle 

and fog.. ~£2,.rp:"l~9:P~.:t~ccr~:~ T,~~~~t~iJo.l~iOD\~~~.;ESfIlmm.9~~~j:'b'ij~.; 
q.j:!11Q.P.!s:lli!'1:}JP.l!J:.Qye;Q.i4.'<:J;9ua:y'~ut W1t):l h1gher ce1hngs and'v1s1b1llty at 
seven miles . 

9. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a. nurin" .. JhE"'nex1;",?.4-bn= ... ~Q~~S~~~2;::; 

.''''',,,., 

«.:-. ___ ~..,..i;l""v~ ... ·d'.r_~_ ..... ~-:;:~~· 
a~rl?:'3:£~!:'£~;;S:~~9:~~.~;\?.ml?~,t~~~li'e..lDem.TmaT1zea~<'hle. 
Four of the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh while two targets 
are adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone approximately 20 miles 
northeast of Khe Sanh • 
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Y 
b. For the period;ending 11:00 PM EST today;:.;:l!?,~.,til:~~i~H!,l 

sortie,s"a,r.e, ,pla~ne~,:,~IJ.tl),~",~l:,J,e"?anh,a ... Ela,;;,,,:.~f>~El,-k9.2:;agdjJ.!,9J1!!.= 
:,;s 0 rtie s ar:,~ va ~ij.b~.::on:~alLtc>.a,:ugmenttheplant1ed. ef£o.l::h:::t~ 

Should the situation require it, additional sorties',l!p~P'3!:~ , 
theor~!~.:<l;lJ.9,t~t9(:()23-.C:QUld be~div~.;:,t5!g, The actual number 
which could be employed depends upon the weather in the area and 
the ability to control the strikes. ~'a;ddm'M-;Uh-e!3a'irFial;~ 

!liI',C: al:: ",ier ,K;rT,T,j!'",.Hf'-W:f(.,~~,'!I;:;~~,n"a.!~.te.d~tQ{'R;Sl;tid.e;;adclititmail~:l!.~ 
~~(;i~:J:iPPQi:t:=w.h.en.,r_eGue'~t~'"'" ", • ,. 

10. Enemy units in contact are unknown at this time, but it is 
£be-ri~V:<:l;\l..~that:;·tl!~2.~o.;£!tgi~'&J:r,;;!~f-.£&~~*.n&iJ;..W:a;6.~·;S61.'V@;n11nm;1: 
l2l,~zili;~~,im,~;n;\Qn;,;1;\;hA,.ga.nll$ The exact location of other enemy units 
beTIeved to be in the,area is unknown. ' , ' ' " ',', ". '" ,;~" 
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