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I Monday, February 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: Khe Sanh and Dien Bien Phu 

The campaign for Dien Bien Phu la.ted Z09 day. and the actual 
.eige 56 day •• 

The French began with a .trength of about 5.000 (lllClWUq 
""'aIBal'd., Nonh· Afri_.Vletuame_ &lid. JF'oret .. Lest_eire.). _ 
Althoqh a total of 15.000 participated, maximum .trength OD the Freach 
side at any one time was about 13.000. Total casualties were: 1.100 
killed. 1.600 mi •• ing and 4.400 wounded. 

The Viet-Minh totaled 49.500 combat troops plus 55.000 
.uppoft troops. 

By compari.on we have 6,000 America .. at Khe Sanh versu.e. 
enemy strength of about ZO, 000. Thu. the enemy's advantage i. Ie •• 
than 4 to I rather than 8 to I a. it was at Dien Bien Phu (including support 
troop.'. If we conaider total .trengths in I Corps north of Hue. the enemy 
has only 38,600 ver.u. our 41,000 (including South Vletuame.e). 

Usable supplies parachuted to DieD Bien Piul averaled abollt 
100 tema per day cluriq the .eige. General Westmoreland ha. a 
capability of 600 tons per day. 

Total aircraft available to the French were 75 combat aircraft 
and 100 supply and reconnaiuance aircraft. By comparison. the U. S. 
has more than Z, 000 aircraft aad 3,300 helicopters. 

ROBERTN. GDmBURGH 

j 
, 

I 

I 

]i 




