
--' 

--------------

February 4, 1968 

Mr. President: 

The attached memorandum summarizes 
possible reasons why the attack on 
Khe Sanh has not yet begun. 

General Ginsburgh prepared it for 
Mr. Rostow, who lamot in the 
office at the moment. 

Bromley Smith 
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1- Sunday, February 4, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

I would speculate that there are two possible reasons why the attack on 
. Khe Sanh has not yet materialized: f 

Our B- 52 and tactical air attacks may have upset their timing __ 
especially if the air bombardment actually put their he~dquarters 
out of operation for a day or so. 

They may have planned the attack on Khe Sanh to coincide with a 
second round of attacks on the cities. Initial attacks on the cities 
would be designed to force General Westmoreland to commit his 
reserves. The second round would keep them committed while 
they launched a major assault on Khe Sanh. 

Since the first attacks did not achieve their objectives, it is conceivable 
that the attack might not take place. 

More likely, the enemy would try to carry out its original plan. If so, 
VIe might expect the battle for Khe Sanh to start within the next three 
days. Various intelligence reports indicate; for example: 

-- Attack as early as possible before 5 February . 

. rr- . "kelieves another attack on 
LSaigon is scheduled for 4 or rl~bruary. 

Enemy troop movements in Plei1.-u area indicate possibility 
of attack the night of 4 February (today our time). 

A second attack is s:heduled for Nha Trang ten days after 
the first attack (6 or 7 February). 

General Ginsburgh 
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